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Undoubtedly no large organization can function without a support team, and schools 
certainly need so many valuable staff members who are non-certified.  The non-certified 
staff include not only the executive assistants found in the superintendents’ offices, but the 
secretaries, the office aids, the maintenance staff, the school bus drivers, the grounds 
crews, the kitchen cooks and servers, and the list just 
continues to grow. 
 
Each one of these staff members is important to the well-
being of the students as much as the certified staff 
members.  All adults who work to assure that the 
business of educating our students runs smoothly are 
also the same ones who can intervene with a student in a 
variety of ways.   
 
Consider the paraprofessionals, for instance.  These 
individuals are called to serve in very close relationship 
with students often with severe learning issues.  Yes, they 
are helpers for the teachers; but they work so closely 
with the students that that service is immeasurable. 
 
Often, these gifted staff members are key to a student’s 
sense of self worth.  They, just like the teachers, become 
emotionally involved with the students and tire from the 
physical and mental demands of the job.  For the paras 
and the many other non-certified staffs of our school, 
please pray: 
 
Dear wise and loving Father, 
Thank you for the many you call to serve 
     in positions often ignored. 
Thank you for the patience, the discipline, 
     and the loyalty of the non-certified staff. 
May they work with confidence 
     that they do make a difference, 
     not only for the students but the teachers. 
Hear their prayers for the students  
     in their care. 
Hear their prayers for the teachers 
     that they work alongside. 
Guide each of us to serve them, 
     to lighten their load, and 
     to thank them for their work. 
We entrust them to you for their welfare, 
In the name of God, the Father, 
     of Jesus Christ, his son 
           and of the Holy Spirit. --Amen 

“In his grace, God has given 
us different gifts for doing 
certain things well.  
“. . . If your gift is serving 
others, serve them well. 
“. . . If your gift is to 
encourage others, be 
encouraging.  
“. . . And if you have a gift for 
showing kindness to others, 
do it gladly. 
“. . . When God’s people are 
in need, be ready to help 
them.” 

Romans 12: 6-7, 8b, 13 
(NLT) 


