
Prayers for Students 

-Created by Susan Smith 

School districts have worked all summer to prepare for the first day of school.  Teachers 
have used the summer to acquire more academic knowledge, to travel, to rest, and to plan 
for the new school year.  Students, too, have been busy during the summer:  some traveled, 
some went to summer school, some worked the farms or had summer jobs, some went to 
sports camps, and some did not. 
 
Now the first day of school looms ahead.  When those school doors open, students walk in 
with new backpacks, new clothes, and new hopes—or not.  For many students, especially 
those living in poverty, school either is the safe haven that meets their most basic human 
needs or school is a private hell.   
 
During these last days of summer break, remember how Jesus reached out for the little 
children, held them in his arms and blessed them.  Our schools are sometimes the very 
arms of Jesus for our young people and we must pray for them. 
 
        Dear Loving Father, 

A new school year begins, 
     and students step into the open doors 
     filled with eagerness and fear. 
Some come hungry, cold, homeless; 
     some filled with emotional pain; 
     and some struggling 
     because they learn differently. 
We ask that each student’s needs are met 
     so that learning opens doors for them. 
We ask all staff value each student 
     unconditionally, opening hearts 
     so each one’s future looks bright. 
We ask that students discover 
     how open minds in class 
     open doors for their futures. 
May students find your grace and mercy 
     in the unconditional love 
     of teachers, coaches, and staff.  --Amen 

One day some parents brought their children to Jesus so he could touch and bless them.  
But the disciples scolded the parents for bothering him. 
 
When Jesus saw what was happening, he was angry with his disciples.  He said to them, 
“Let the children come to me.  Don’t stop them? For the Kingdom of God belongs to those 
who are like these children.  I tell you the truth, anyone who doesn’t receive the Kingdom 
of God like a child will never enter it.”   
 
Then he took the children in his arms and placed his hands on their heads and blessed 
them.  –Mark 10:13-16 (NLT) 


