
 
Listening Guide for Pastoring in Partisan Times Podcast  

Episode 2: Speaking Up and Out with Dr. Leah Gunning Francis 
 

[6:22-8:14] Dr. Gunning Francis discusses thinking of public theology in the parish as concentric 
circles: the context and people whom you are ministering, the broader context of the church’s 
involvement in the community and the even broader context of the Church’s place in the world. 
Offer examples of these concentric circles in your ministry context. 

[9:58-11:08] In a community, the congregation inhabits a small facet of it. There are differences 
and qualities unique to different parts of the community. Do you find this is true for your 
congregation? In what ways is your congregation different or representative of the entire 
community? 

[12:07-16:30] Kim asks Dr. Gunning Francis, “How do we resist becoming numb to the constant 
onslaught of bad news?” Dr. Gunning Francis responds by saying we must name it as 
destructive and speak up and out. What is your response to Kim’s question? 

[17:16-21:12] Dr. Gunning Francis says one opportunity of the church in this moment is having a 
heartfelt conversation about how what we see in our culture is inconsistent with the tenets of our 
faith. What ways has your church been the balm in dividedness? How have you worked to 
bridge the gap between culture and faith? 

[21:35-24:21] “We thought if we weren’t out on the streets that we weren’t a part of the 
movement.” How can you use the gifts you have to raise awareness or stand in solidarity? 

[27:36-29:33] Dr. Gunning Francis reminds us that it’s impossible to appease everyone or make 
everyone feel comfortable in light of the Gospel. Reflect on this statement. Do you agree? 

[32:04-34:30] Dr. Gunning Francis encourages us to remember how Jesus stayed engaged with 
his community. How do you stay engaged with the issues important to your community? 
How do you encourage your congregation to stay engaged? 

[42:30-45:10] Kim asks Dr. Gunning Francis, “How should pastors care for themselves in the 
midst of fighting for social justice?” Dr. Gunning Francis recommends setting boundaries. How 
to you do that? What rhythms of self-care do you have? 

 

 

 


