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WORSHIP SERIES PLANNER | SCRIPTURES

Week 1 | Insiders & Outsiders

Matthew 9:9-13 The Message 
9 Passing along, Jesus saw a man at his work collecting taxes. His name was Matthew. 
Jesus said, “Come along with me.” Matthew stood up and followed him. 10-11 Later 
when Jesus was eating supper at Matthew’s house with his close followers, a lot of 
disreputable characters came and joined them. When the Pharisees saw him keeping this 
kind of company, they had a fit, and lit into Jesus’ followers. “What kind of example is 
this from your Teacher, acting cozy with crooks and riffraff?” 12-13 Jesus, overhearing, 
shot back, “Who needs a doctor: the healthy or the sick? Go figure out what this 
Scripture means: ‘I’m after mercy, not religion.’ I’m here to invite outsiders, not coddle 
insiders.”

Week 2 | Tidying Up

Ezekiel 37:1-10 New Revised Standard Version 
The Valley of Dry Bones
1 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord 
and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all around 
them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, 
“Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4 Then he said 
to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the 
Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you 
shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover 
you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am 
the Lord.” 7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly 
there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, 
and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered 
them; but there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, 
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10 I prophesied as 
he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their 
feet, a vast multitude.
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Week 3 | Courageous Invitation

Mark 5:2-13 Common English Bible 
2 As soon as Jesus got out of the boat, a man possessed by an evil spirit came out of the 
tombs. 3 This man lived among the tombs, and no one was ever strong enough to restrain 
him, even with a chain. 4 He had been secured many times with leg irons and chains, 
but he broke the chains and smashed the leg irons. No one was tough enough to control 
him. 5 Night and day in the tombs and the hills, he would howl and cut himself with 
stones. 6 When he saw Jesus from far away, he ran and knelt before him, 7 shouting, 
“What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Swear to God that you 
won’t torture me!” 8 He said this because Jesus had already commanded him, “Unclean 
spirit, come out of the man!” 9 Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”
He responded, “Legion is my name, because we are many.” 10 They pleaded with Jesus 
not to send them out of that region.11 A large herd of pigs was feeding on the hillside. 
12 “Send us into the pigs!” they begged. “Let us go into the pigs!” 13 Jesus gave them 
permission, so the unclean spirits left the man and went into the pigs. Then the herd of 
about two thousand pigs rushed down the cliff into the lake and drowned.

Week 4 | Facing Our Fears

Psalm 118:2-9 Common English Bible 
2 Let Israel say it:
    “God’s faithful love lasts forever!”
3 Let the house of Aaron say it:
    “God’s faithful love lasts forever!”
4 Let those who honor the Lord say it:
    “God’s faithful love lasts forever!”
5 In tight circumstances, I cried out to the Lord.
    The Lord answered me with wide-open spaces.
6 The Lord is for me—I won’t be afraid.
    What can anyone do to me?
7 The Lord is for me—as my helper.
    I look in victory on those who hate me.
8 It’s far better to take refuge in the Lord
    than to trust any human.
9 It’s far better to take refuge in the Lord
    than to trust any human leader.
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Week 5 | You Are the Equipment

Mark 6:7-13 The Message 
The Twelve
7-8 Jesus called the Twelve to him, and sent them out in pairs. He gave them authority 
and power to deal with the evil opposition. He sent them off with these instructions:
8-9 “Don’t think you need a lot of extra equipment for this. You are the equipment. No 
special appeals for funds. Keep it simple. 10 “And no luxury inns. Get a modest place 
and be content there until you leave. 11 “If you’re not welcomed, not listened to, quietly 
withdraw. Don’t make a scene. Shrug your shoulders and be on your way.” 12-13 Then 
they were on the road. They preached with joyful urgency that life can be radically 
different; right and left they sent the demons packing; they brought wellness to the sick, 
anointing their bodies, healing their spirits.

Week 6 | Making Room

Luke 5:17-26 Common English Bible 
Jesus heals a paralyzed man
17 One day when Jesus was teaching, Pharisees and legal experts were sitting nearby. 
They had come from every village in Galilee and Judea, and from Jerusalem. Now the 
power of the Lord was with Jesus to heal. 18 Some men were bringing a man who was 
paralyzed, lying on a cot. They wanted to carry him in and place him before Jesus, 19 
but they couldn’t reach him because of the crowd. So they took him up on the roof and 
lowered him—cot and all—through the roof tiles into the crowded room in front of Jesus. 
20 When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.”
21 The legal experts and Pharisees began to mutter among themselves, “Who is this who 
insults God? Only God can forgive sins!” 22 Jesus recognized what they were discussing 
and responded, “Why do you fill your minds with these questions? 23 Which is easier—
to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 24 But so that you will know 
that the Human One has authority on the earth to forgive sins” —Jesus now spoke to the 
man who was paralyzed, “I say to you, get up, take your cot, and go home.” 25 Right 
away, the man stood before them, picked up his cot, and went home, praising God. 26 
All the people were beside themselves with wonder. Filled with awe, they glorified God, 
saying, “We’ve seen unimaginable things today.”
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Week 7 | Multiply Through Me

Philippians 3:12-14 The Message 
Focused on the Goal
12-14 I’m not saying that I have this all together, that I have it made. But I am well on my 
way, reaching out for Christ, who has so wondrously reached out for me. Friends, don’t 
get me wrong: By no means do I count myself an expert in all of this, but I’ve got my eye 
on the goal, where God is beckoning us onward—to Jesus. I’m off and running, and I’m 
not turning back.


