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WORSHIP RESOURCE | WEEK 6

Sermon Title | Making Room
Scripture | Luke 5:17-26 Common English Bible (friends bring their paralyzed friend 
to Jesus)
Desired Outcome | Congregants will make room in their lives to create new places for 
new people.
Reflection Question | How are you making room for new places and new people?

Worship Promo for Week 6
This week we explore the story of some people who were so determined to bring their 
friend to Jesus they made a hole in the roof! How do we make room in the church and 
in our lives for new places and new people? What are some of the barriers that prevent 
access? How is God leading us forward? 

Sermon Building Key Points 
• How will we make room in our lives for new places and new people? How do we make  
 room in our faith community for new places and new people?
• Who are we befriending? How are we becoming aware of needs? For whom are we   
 praying? What action are we willing to take?
• The four friends in the scripture put their faith into action so they could get their friend 
 to Jesus.
• It was the faith of the four friends that initiated Jesus’ healing.
• The man is forgiven of his sins and healed. In this action Jesus demonstrates power over  
 our deepest needs. Even deeper than the man’s need to walk was his need to be made   
 whole with God.
• How is our faith in what God can do compelling and fueling our actions?
• The friends didn’t allow physical barriers to prevent access. How are we creating   
 access for people to meet Christ?
• Who can you identify who needs your help in overcoming an obstacle or barrier?
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Daily Prayer for the Series
Consider using this prayer to conclude worship each week and for congregants to pray 
daily throughout this series.
Dear Lord, multiply your kingdom through us. Amen.

Additional Prayer
God of mystery, may my friends and I never back down from creating new paths for your 
son to be known. Amen.

Music Recommendations | Contemporary
Revelation Song by Jennie Lee Riddle
O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing by Reawaken
Build Your Kingdom Here by Rend Collective
Through Your Hands by Don Henley
Those Who Trust by Salvador
You Alone by David Crowder
All I Can Say by David Crowder
Unstoppable God By Elevation

Music Recommendations | Blended
O Christ, the Healer UMH 265
Freely, Freely UMH 389
Jesus Calls Us UMH 398
O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing UMH 57
Blest Be the Tie That Binds UMH 557
With a Voice of Singing by Shaw
They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love TFWS 2223
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Video Resources
www.vimeo.com/channels/np4np

NP4NP New Worship Service: Messy Church at Red Bridge (Kansas City)
Who says church can’t be fun? Messy Church challenges our traditional idea of church 
by allowing kids to worship in their own ways throughout this evening service.

NP4NP Basics: Why We Start New Places
Rev. Roger Ross, Director of Congregational Excellence, shares why starting new places 
is vital to the mission of the church.
 

NP4NP Basics: How To Discern What Type of New Place Your Church Should Start
Rev. Lia McIntosh, Associate Director of Congregational Excellence, gives easy steps to 
discern what type of new place might be best for your church and context.

Small Group Discussion Starters
Read Luke 5:17-26
• When have you encountered a barrier to faith? What form did it take?
• When have you seen someone go the extra mile to share Christ with someone?
• Have you ever had a friend who shared with you struggles with faith or belief? How did  
 you respond? 
• Who opened a hole in the roof to bring you closer to Jesus?

Questions for Leadership Team Discussions
Read Luke 5:17-26
• What are literal physical barriers in our environment that might prevent people from   
 encountering worship, ministries or other opportunities?
• How do you think the owner of the home felt when his roof was removed to allow the   
 man to be lowered? Are there times we should be sacrificing concern for structure in   
 order to fully share God with the world?
• In what ways do we encourage official and unofficial leaders in our communities to look  
 to new and unexpected strategies to share faith and service?
• Which of our ministries best facilitates friendships that would lead to the type of service   
 offered in this passage?

http://www.vimeo.com/channels/np4np

