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WORSHIP RESOURCE | WEEK 4

Sermon Title | Facing Our Fears
Scripture | Psalm 118 Common English Bible (the Lord is for us; don’t be afraid)
Desired Outcome | Congregants will identify and overcome fears that impede creating 
new places for new people.
Reflection Question | What fear do you need to release to God?

Worship Promo for Week 4
What do you fear? It’s hard to create new places for new people if we are immobilized 
by fear. Internal fears can hinder our relationship with God and others. This week we 
will explore how being honest with ourselves and God about our fears can free us for the 
ministry to which God calls us.

Sermon Building Key Points (Recommend Lay Leader Speak)
• Sometimes we don’t acknowledge small fears in our life.
• Fears can keep us in a state of spiritual inaction.
• Fears can be healthy when they offer a warning, or when they indicate that we are   
 growing or moving outside of our comfort zones.
• Sometimes we understand God’s calming presence by the presence of the people God   
 has placed in our lives.
• Sometimes what we perceive as fear about sharing faith is really a matter of pride –   
 what if someone won’t listen to what I have to share with them? What if someone thinks  
 less of me because of what I feel called to offer? 
• Fear about sharing faith diminishes with repetition.
• Sometimes facing fear means acknowledging that the thing we fear might actually   
 happen – and that God will still be standing beside us. 
• God’s unending love, grace and power shared with us through Jesus Christ and the   
 Holy Spirit is greater than any fear.
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Daily Prayer for the Series
Consider using this prayer to conclude worship each week and for congregants to pray 
daily throughout this series.
Dear Lord, multiply your kingdom through us. Amen.

Additional Prayer
God of grace, walk with me as I name and address fears that keep me from doing your 
work in this world. Amen.

Music Recommendations | Contemporary
Psalm 27 (Wait for the Lord) by Mike Crawford
You Never Let Go by Matt Redman
All the People Said Amen by Matt Maher
Good, Good Father by Chris Tomlin
10,000 Reasons by Matt Redman
How Great is Our God by Chris Tomlin
Hold Us Together by Matt Maher

Music Recommendations | Blended
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms UMH 133
He Leadeth Me: O Blessed Thought UMH 128
Give to the Winds Thy Fears UMH 129
Be Thou My Vision UMH 451
Trust and Obey UMH 467
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee UMH 89
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Video Resources
Faith in Kindergarten (available for purchase) 
https://www.ignitermedia.com/products/8586-faith-in-kindergarten

www.vimeo.com/channels/np4np

NP4NP Basics: Why We Start New Places
Rev. Roger Ross, Director of Congregational Excellence, shares why starting new places 
is vital to the mission of the church.
 

NP4NP Basics: How To Discern What Type of New Place Your Church Should Start
Rev. Lia McIntosh, Associate Director of Congregational Excellence, gives easy steps to 
discern what type of new place might be best for your church and context.

Small Group Discussion Starters
Read Psalm 118:2-9
• When in your life have you most been afraid? How did you address that fear? In what   
 ways, if any, did you sense God’s presence?
• What fears have you had that were well-grounded (the thing you feared came to pass)? 
• What fears do you have when you encounter a place you have never been? What fears  
 do you have when you encounter someone you’ve never previously met? How are those  
 fears similar or different?
• Who has helped you face fear in your life?

Questions for Leadership Team Discussions
Read Psalm 118:2-9
• Has our church or ministry ever experienced a time when fear kept us from acting? 
• What differences have you experienced or witnessed between fear of failure and 
 fear of success?
• Outside of our church walls, what are the most significant fears of members of our   
 community? Of our community as a whole?
• What are three ways we could empower those in relationship to our church to be the   
 hands and feet of Christ by offering comfort and walking alongside those in fear?
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