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WORSHIP RESOURCE | WEEK 2

Sermon Title | Tidying Up
Scripture | Ezekiel 37:1-10 New Revised Standard Version (dry bones come to life)
Desired Outcome | Congregants will recognize how God can use them to help breathe 
new life into places that may appear lifeless.
Reflection Question | How is God working through you to breathe new life into a valley 
of dry bones in our community?

Worship Promo for Week 2
Part of being willing to invite people into the kingdom of God is being willing to go into 
new places to do that. This includes going into the empty, forgotten spaces that – like the 
valley of the dry bones Ezekiel describes – appear lifeless. What will it take for God’s 
presence to be recognized moving among the dry bones?

Sermon Building Key Points
• All life is gone from the valley, but the spirit is still present. 
• In our own ways, each of us, each of our churches and each of our communities is a   
 gathering of dry bones, which God has the power to restore.
• Some of us have been valleys of dry bones into which God’s Spirit has breathed 
 new life.
• Sometimes the Holy Spirit invites us to view old places from a new perspective.
• God didn’t tell Ezekiel to watch; God invited him to participate. 
• Places that are alive to the world are not necessarily alive for God; places that are dead 
 to the world are not dead to God.
• Church should be more verb than noun, and Christ’s church can happen anywhere at   
 any time.
• Where is the wilderness? Where are the valleys of dry bones hidden in our community?
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Daily Prayer for the Series
Consider using this prayer to conclude worship each week and for congregants to pray 
daily throughout this series.
Dear Lord, multiply your kingdom through us. Amen.

Additional Prayer
Life-giving God, breathe on me. Inspire these dry bones to rise up and be a new creation 
in your name. Amen.

Music Recommendations | Contemporary
Holy Spirit by Bryan and Katie Torwalt
Alive in You by Jesus Culture
Here for You by Matt Redman
Reckless Love by Corey Asbury, Caleb Culver & Ran Jackson
Broken Vessels by Joel Houston & Jonas Myrin

Music Recommendations | Blended
Breathe on Me, Breath of God UMH 420
Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy UMH 340
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling UMH 384
How Great Thou Art UMH 77
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus UMH 196
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Video Resources
www.vimeo.com/channels/np4np

NP4NP New Site: Westside in Kearney
You don’t have to go far to start something new. Westside, the second site of First UMC 
in Kearney, pops-up every Sunday at a local elementary school on the other side of town. 
See how this site is reaching new people.

NP4NP Basics: Why We Start New Places
Rev. Roger Ross, Director of Congregational Excellence, shares why starting new places 
is vital to the mission of the church.
 

NP4NP Basics: How To Discern What Type of New Place Your Church Should Start
Rev. Lia McIntosh, Associate Director of Congregational Excellence, gives easy steps to 
discern what type of new place might be best for your church and context.

Small Group Discussion Starters
Read Ezekiel 37:1-10
• What is one of the times in your life when you have sensed God calling you to do   
 something new?
• When have you encountered an old place experiencing new life?
• Is there a physical location that gives you fear? Is there a place that offers you hope? 
• Who in your life would benefit from you walking beside them as they pursued    
 something new?

Questions for Leadership Team Discussions
Read Ezekiel 37:1-10 
• Is there an environment in our context that seems less vibrant than it did 5, 10 or 15   
 years ago? How might the church be an influence in that space?
• Is our community more like a valley of dry bones or like a vast multitude living and   
 standing on their feet? Why might that be? 
• What might it look like for God to work through you to breathe new life into an 
 old ministry?
• Imagine the location of our current worship gathering 50, 100 and 200 years ago.   
 What did it look like? What had to happen and what sacrifices were made for the 
 space to become one where God is regularly given praise?

http://www.vimeo.com/channels/np4np

