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WORSHIP RESOURCE | WEEK 1

Sermon Title | Insiders & Outsiders
Scripture | Matthew 9:9-13 The Message (Jesus eats with tax collectors and sinners)
Desired Outcome | Congregants will actively seek to engage in relationships with new 
people with the understanding that the mission of the church is to reach outsiders.
Reflection Question | To what new places and new people is God leading you?

Worship Promo for Week 1
A common theme in scripture is God chooses to do the unexpected. The least likely are 
chosen as leaders. Those of low standing receive honor. The marks of discipleship are 
humility and a willingness to give up preference and privilege. Do we view ourselves as 
insiders or outsiders? How are we creating new places for new people to connect with 
Christ? What is the unexpected thing God seeks to do through us?

Sermon Building Key Points
• Most of those who will hear a sermon in a church are – in many ways – insiders.
• Jesus was and is a bridge of connection, not a wall of separation, between insiders 
 and outsiders.
• Jesus hung out with the riff-raff; the moral outcasts.
• What happens when the people we think of as outsiders start to join us on the inside?
• Following Jesus means we will be uncomfortable. The people we see in worship who   
 make us nervous are probably the ones the church most needs.
• Community is integral to Christianity. Offering community to outsiders means that   
 insiders are willing to risk the stability of their community in order for it to expand.
• Our challenge isn’t to bring others into our circle, but to expand our circle so that it   
 encompasses all of God’s children.
• Where in your office, your school, your bus stop, your lunchtime hangout do you   
 encounter someone who is treated as an outsider?
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Daily Prayer for the Series
Consider using this prayer to conclude worship each week and for congregants to pray 
daily throughout this series.
Dear Lord, multiply your kingdom through us. Amen.

Additional Prayer
Almighty God, help me to remember that the Body of Christ is filled with people who 
were on the outside looking in before you tore down walls and opened hearts. Help me 
to keep sharing love in your world. Amen.

Music Recommendations | Contemporary
Outside by Staind
Come As You Are by David Crowder
Here’s My Heart by David Crowder
All Who Are Thirsty by Kutless
Word of God Speak by Kutless
Mighty to Save by Ben Fielding & Reuben Morgan
We are Alive by Gungor
O Come to the Altar by Elevation Worship

Music Recommendations | Blended
Come, Sinners, to the Gospel Feast UMH 339
Help Us Accept Each Other UMH 560
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy UMH 121
Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life UMH 427
Angels From the Realms of Glory UMH 220
I Love to Tell the Story UMH 156
Shine, Jesus Shine by Kendrick
Grace Greater Than Our Sin UMH 365
Create in Me by Muskrat
O God, Our Help in Ages Past UMH 117
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Video Resources
www.vimeo.com/channels/np4np

NP4NP Recovery Ministry: Welcome Home at St. Paul’s (Joplin)
Welcome Home is one aspect of St. Paul’s UMC’s vibrant Celebrate Recovery ministry. 
The Welcome Home group focuses on veterans, and this video highlights the unique 
ministry happening there.

NP4NP Basics: Why We Start New Places
Rev. Roger Ross, Director of Congregational Excellence, shares why starting new places 
is vital to the mission of the church.
 

NP4NP Basics: How To Discern What Type of New Place Your Church Should Start
Rev. Lia McIntosh, Associate Director of Congregational Excellence, gives easy steps to 
discern what type of new place might be best for your church and context.

Small Group Discussion Starters
Read Matthew 9:9-13
• When in your life have you most felt like an outsider? 
• When have you most felt like an insider? 
• When in the church have you most felt like an outsider?
• Who did you encounter this week that might be considered an outsider by much of 
 our community?
• Jesus sought the outsider in a tax collector’s booth. Why might Matthew have been   
 considered an outsider? What different locations might be our contemporary versions of  
 a tax collector’s booth?

Questions for Leadership Team Discussions
Read Matthew 9:9-13
• What are the physical structural barriers of our church building or community that might  
 make others feel unwelcome? 
• What elements are most inviting?
• How are we expanding our community to incorporate those who look, behave, and   
 believe differently than our average worship participant?
• Are there ways in which we expect the sinner to arrive on our doorstep? How are we   
 leading our community to meet Matthew at the tax collector’s booth?
• In what ways are we creating a space in leadership for those defined as outsiders by   
 the world (and by the church)?

http://www.vimeo.com/channels/np4np

