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WORSHIP SERIES SCRIPTURES
Week 1 • IN Connection
Luke 4:16-21, New Revised Standard Version
16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, 
as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled 
the scroll and found the place where it was written:
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
    because he has anointed me
        to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
    and recovery of sight to the blind,
        to let the oppressed go free,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue 
were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

Week 2 • IN Support
Ruth 2:19-23, New Revised Standard Version
19 Her mother-in-law said to her, “Where did you glean today? And where have you worked? Blessed be the 
man who took notice of you.” So she told her mother-in-law with whom she had worked, and said, “The name 
of the man with whom I worked today is Boaz.” 20 Then Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, “Blessed be he 
by the Lord, whose kindness has not forsaken the living or the dead!” Naomi also said to her, “The man is a 
relative of ours, one of our nearest kin.”  21 Then Ruth the Moabite said, “He even said to me, ‘Stay close by my 
servants, until they have finished all my harvest.’” 22 Naomi said to Ruth, her daughter-in-law, “It is better, my 
daughter, that you go out with his young women, otherwise you might be bothered in another field.” 23 So she 
stayed close to the young women of Boaz, gleaning until the end of the barley and wheat harvests; and she 
lived with her mother-in-law.

Week 3 • IN Relationship
Mark 5:1-20, Common English Bible
1Jesus and his disciples came to the other side of the lake, to the region of the Gerasenes. 2 As soon as Jesus 
got out of the boat, a man possessed by an evil spirit came out of the tombs. 3 This man lived among the 
tombs, and no one was ever strong enough to restrain him, even with a chain. 4 He had been secured many 
times with leg irons and chains, but he broke the chains and smashed the leg irons. No one was tough enough 
to control him. 5 Night and day in the tombs and the hills, he would howl and cut himself with stones. 6 When 
he saw Jesus from far away, he ran and knelt before him, 7 shouting, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son 
of the Most High God? Swear to God that you won’t torture me!”
8 He said this because Jesus had already commanded him, “Unclean spirit, come out of the man!”
9 Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”
He responded, “Legion is my name, because we are many.” 10 They pleaded with Jesus not to send them out of 
that region.
11 A large herd of pigs was feeding on the hillside. 12 “Send us into the pigs!” they begged. “Let us go into the 
pigs!” 13 Jesus gave them permission, so the unclean spirits left the man and went into the pigs. Then the herd 
of about two thousand pigs rushed down the cliff into the lake and drowned.
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14 Those who tended the pigs ran away and told the story in the city and in the countryside. People came to 
see what had happened. 15 They came to Jesus and saw the man who used to be demon-possessed. They saw 
the very man who had been filled with many demons sitting there fully dressed and completely sane, and they 
were filled with awe. 16 Those who had actually seen what had happened to the demon-possessed man told 
the others about the pigs. 17 Then they pleaded with Jesus to leave their region.
18 While he was climbing into the boat, the one who had been demon-possessed pleaded with Jesus to let him 
come along as one of his disciples. 19 But Jesus wouldn’t allow it. “Go home to your own people,” Jesus said, 
“and tell them what the Lord has done for you and how he has shown you mercy.” 20 The man went away and 
began to proclaim in the Ten Cities all that Jesus had done for him, and everyone was amazed.

Week 4 • IN Development
Mark 7:24-30, The Message
24-26 From there Jesus set out for the vicinity of Tyre. He entered a house there where he didn’t think he would 
be found, but he couldn’t escape notice. He was barely inside when a woman who had a disturbed daughter 
heard where he was. She came and knelt at his feet, begging for help. The woman was Greek, Syro-Phoenician 
by birth. She asked him to cure her daughter.
27 He said, “Stand in line and take your turn. The children get fed first. If there’s any left over, the dogs get it.”
28 She said, “Of course, Master. But don’t dogs under the table get scraps dropped by the children?”
29-30 Jesus was impressed. “You’re right! On your way! Your daughter is no longer disturbed. The demonic 
affliction is gone.” She went home and found her daughter relaxed on the bed, the torment gone for good.

Week 5 • IN Reconciliation
Genesis 33:1-11, New International Version
1Jacob looked up and there was Esau, coming with his four hundred men; so he divided the children among 
Leah, Rachel and the two female servants. 2 He put the female servants and their children in front, Leah and 
her children next, and Rachel and Joseph in the rear. 3 He himself went on ahead and bowed down to the 
ground seven times as he approached his brother.
4 But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he threw his arms around his neck and kissed him. And they 
wept. 5 Then Esau looked up and saw the women and children. “Who are these with you?” he asked.
Jacob answered, “They are the children God has graciously given your servant.”
6 Then the female servants and their children approached and bowed down. 7 Next, Leah and her children 
came and bowed down. Last of all came Joseph and Rachel, and they too bowed down.
8 Esau asked, “What’s the meaning of all these flocks and herds I met?”
“To find favor in your eyes, my lord,” he said.
9 But Esau said, “I already have plenty, my brother. Keep what you have for yourself.”
10 “No, please!” said Jacob. “If I have found favor in your eyes, accept this gift from me. For to see your face 
is like seeing the face of God, now that you have received me favorably. 11 Please accept the present that 
was brought to you, for God has been gracious to me and I have all I need.” And because Jacob insisted, Esau 
accepted it.

Week 6 • IN Jesus’ Attitude
Philippians 2:3-8, New International Version
3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not 
looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.
5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:
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6 Who, being in very nature God,
    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
7 rather, he made himself nothing
    by taking the very nature of a servant,
    being made in human likeness.
8 And being found in appearance as a man,
    he humbled himself
    by becoming obedient to death—
        even death on a cross!

Week 7 • All IN
Luke 21:1-4, Common English Bible
1Looking up, Jesus saw rich people throwing their gifts into the collection box for the temple treasury. 2 He 
also saw a poor widow throw in two small copper coins worth a penny. 3 He said, “I assure you that this poor 
widow has put in more than them all. 4 All of them are giving out of their spare change. But she from her 
hopeless poverty has given everything she had to live on.”

Bonus A • IN Perspective
Luke 7:36-50, The Voice
36-40 Once a Pharisee named Simon invited Jesus to be a guest for a meal.
Picture this: Just as Jesus enters the man’s home and takes His place at the table, a woman from the city—
notorious as a woman of ill repute—follows Him in. She has heard that Jesus will be at the Pharisee’s home, 
so she comes in and approaches Him, carrying an alabaster flask of perfumed oil. Then she begins to cry, she 
kneels down so her tears fall on Jesus’ feet, and she starts wiping His feet with her own hair. Then she actually 
kisses His feet, and she pours the perfumed oil on them.
Simon (thinking): Now I know this guy is a fraud. If He were a real prophet, He would have known this woman 
is a sinner and He would never let her get near Him, much less touch Him . . . or kiss Him!
Jesus (knowing what the Pharisee is thinking): Simon, I want to tell you a story.
Simon: Tell me, Teacher.
Jesus: 41 Two men owed a certain lender a lot of money. One owed 100 weeks’ wages, and the other owed 10 
weeks’ wages. 42 Both men defaulted on their loans, but the lender forgave them both. Here’s a question for 
you: which man will love the lender more?
Simon: 43 Well, I guess it would be the one who was forgiven more.
Jesus: Good answer.
44-46 Now Jesus turns around so He’s facing the woman, although He’s still speaking to Simon.
Jesus: Do you see this woman here? It’s kind of funny. I entered your home, and you didn’t provide a basin 
of water so I could wash the road dust from My feet. You didn’t give Me a customary kiss of greeting and 
welcome. You didn’t offer Me the common courtesy of providing oil to brighten My face. But this woman has 
wet My feet with her own tears and washed them with her own hair. She hasn’t stopped kissing My feet since 
I came in. And she has applied perfumed oil to My feet. 47 This woman has been forgiven much, and she is 
showing much love. But the person who has shown little love shows how little forgiveness he has received.
48 (to the woman) Your sins are forgiven.
Simon and Friends (muttering among themselves): 49 Who does this guy think He is? He has the audacity to 
claim the authority to forgive sins?
Jesus (to the woman): 50 Your faith has liberated you. Go in peace.
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Bonus B • IN Hope
John 20:19-22, Common English Bible
19 It was still the first day of the week. That evening, while the disciples were behind closed doors because 
they were afraid of the Jewish authorities, Jesus came and stood among them. He said, “Peace be with you.” 
20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. When the disciples saw the Lord, they were filled 
with joy.21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so I am sending you.” 22 Then 
he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.

Bonus C • IN Mercy
Joshua 2:12-14, The Message
12-13 “Now promise me by God. I showed you mercy; now show my family mercy. And give me some tangible 
proof, a guarantee of life for my father and mother, my brothers and sisters—everyone connected with my 
family. Save our souls from death!”
14 “Our lives for yours!” said the men. “But don’t tell anyone our business. When God turns this land over to 
us, we’ll do right by you in loyal mercy.”


