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WORSHIP RESOURCE ~ WEEK 5
Sermon Title ~ IN Reconciliation: Like Seeing the Face of God
Scripture ~ Genesis 33:1-11 (Jacob and Esau reconcile)
Desired Outcome ~ Participants will identify reconciliation and forgiveness as crucial points of the 
development of God’s Kindom.
Reflection Question ~ With whom do I need God’s strength to help me seek forgiveness and reconciliation?

Worship Promo For Week 5
Jacob (who will become Israel) humbles himself before the brother from whom he stole the birthright. But 
Esau is eager to return in relationship with his brother. Despite past tension and anger, they recognize that to 
be allied, forgiving and forgiven is the better position. 

Sermon Building Key Points
• When Jacob sees his brother, Esau, he declares that it is like “seeing the face of God.” This is more than   
 hyperbole. In the verses just before this one, Jacob has wrestled, been given the name Israel and declared “I   
 saw God face-to-face!” 
• Sometimes we hesitate to seek reconciliation because we fear what we will discover – about the relationship  
 and about ourselves.
• Part of Kindom is being willing to seek reconciliation.
• Pride can prevent us from apologizing and from seeking to reconcile. 
• Pride allows us to be so concentrated on ourselves that we don’t realize that we have built walls around   
 ourselves keeping others out.
• Pride prevents us from humbling ourselves and seeing the need for God in our lives. Pride can invite us to   
 take responsibility for our own salvation, rather than giving that burden to Christ.
•	 Pride	prevents	us	from	offering	forgiveness.
•	 Forgiveness	can	be	offered	before	it	is	requested.	

Prayer 
Loving God, you who heal relationships and hearts, help us to be open to the need for reconciliation to those 
in our lives. Help us to be abundant with our forgiveness, as you have been abundant with us. Amen. 

Music Recommendations ~ Contemporary
• Brother by Rhett Walker Band
• When Mercy Found Me by Rhett Walker Band
• Come As You Are by David Crowder Band
• Forgiven by Los Lonely Boys
• Rescue by Lauren Daigle

Music Recommendations ~ Blended
• Blest Be the Dear Uniting Love UMH 566
• Help Us Accept Each Other UMH 560
• Gift of Love UMH 408
• This is the Day of New Beginnings UMH 383
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Video Resources
https://vimeo.com/showcase/6936376
• KINDOM: Bridge Bread (St. Louis)
• KINDOM: Spread Hope Now (Sikeston)
• KINDOM: Welcome Home at St. Paul’s UMC (Joplin)
• KINDOM: Church-School Partnerships (Nelson Memorial UMC & David Barton)
• KINDOM: Church-School Partnerships (Elsberry UMC & Elsberry School)
• KINDOM: Church-School Partnerships (Centennial UMC & Lincoln College)

Small Group Discussion Starters:
Read Genesis 33:1-11
•	 Have	you	ever	experienced	reconciliation	after	a	period	of	conflict?	What	did	it	require	from	each	party?		 	
 Were you aware of God’s presence?
•	 How	is	our	reconciliation	to	God	through	Jesus	reflected	in	our	reconciliations	between	each	other?
• When in your life have you had a challenge forgiving someone?
• When do you think someone has had a challenge forgiving you?

Leadership Team Discussion Starters:
Read Genesis 33:1-11
•	 What	groups	in	our	community	are	in	conflict?
• How can our leadership choices address the tension between these groups?
• Are there other churches and organizations in our community with whom we hesitate to make connections?  
 What reasons, historical or otherwise, might be causing that tension?
• About which of our programs or ministries are we proud?
• Does that pride prevent us from seeking change in those spaces? Does it hinder us in other manners? 
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