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WORSHIP RESOURCE ~ WEEK 3
Sermon Title ~ IN Relationship: Stay, Therefore, and Make Disciples
Scripture ~ Mark 5:1-20 (the Gerasene demoniac)
Desired Outcome ~ Participants will recognize that part of the relationship-building that is elemental to 
God’s Kindom is being in genuine and open relationships with those closest to us and who know us best. 
Reflection Question ~ What people in my life know me so well that I hesitate to present them with new 
ideas and new experiences of growth in my life?

Worship Promo for Week 3
We don’t necessarily know the literal demons faced by the man Jesus encountered, but his actions reflect 
those of one who has serious mental illness. When the demons are driven out, and he is cured by Jesus, he 
asks to go with Jesus. But Jesus tells him to stay with his people — a place where he must have been very 
uncomfortable — but where he nonetheless was accepted. 

Sermon Building Key Points
• There are many ways to understand demons including spiritual beings, mental health challenges and   
 systemic oppression.
• As members of God’s Kindom, we are called (as in our baptismal vows) to resist the demons of evil, injustice   
 and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves.
• The healed man asks to go with Jesus, but Jesus refuses. Sometimes God’s response to our prayer is not the   
 one we want.
• Jesus tells the man to go home and share what has happened. 
• Sometimes it can be intimidating to be among people who have known us the best and the longest. They   
 know our scars and our failures.
• There are sometimes unspoken boundaries between us and those closest to us. 
• Despite sharing with people who knew him as being demon-possessed, his sharing of God’s goodness bore   
 great fruit.
• When we insist that someone we know well doesn’t want to hear about our faith story, we are letting our   
 fears stand in the way of God’s transformative power.

Prayer
Guiding God, sometimes the most difficult people to truly connect with are those with whom I am physically 
the closest. Help me to share the love you have given to me by being willing to offer that love to those in my 
household, my school, my work. Amen.

Music Recommendations ~ Contemporary
• I am Set Free by All Sons & Daughters
• Even If by Kutless
• Come to the River by Rhett Walker Band
• Strong Tower by Kutless
• Live This Life by Big & Rich
• Chain Breaker by Zach Williams
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Music Recommendations ~ Blended
• Lord God, Your Love Has Called Us Here UMH 579
• My Hope is Built UMH 368
• All Things Bright and Beautiful UMH 147
• Trust and Obey UMH 467
• God Will Take Care of You UMH 130

Video Resources
https://vimeo.com/showcase/6936376
• KINDOM: Bridge Bread (St. Louis)
• KINDOM: Spread Hope Now (Sikeston)
• KINDOM: Welcome Home at St. Paul’s UMC (Joplin)
• KINDOM: Church-School Partnerships (Nelson Memorial UMC & David Barton)
• KINDOM: Church-School Partnerships (Elsberry UMC & Elsberry School)
• KINDOM: Church-School Partnerships (Centennial UMC & Lincoln College)

Small Group Discussion Starters
Read Mark 5:1-20
• With whom in your circle of friends and family is it easiest to speak deeply? With whom is it most    
 difficult? Why?
• Are there topics that you steer away from when you are with close companions?
• Is there a time in your life about which you dislike reflecting?
• Do you still know people who knew you in those times? 
• Are those relationships ones in which you feel you can be more open or less forthcoming? 

Leadership Team Discussion Starters
Read Mark 5:1-20
• What systems in our community create oppression that might be considered demonic?
• Who in our communities do we treat like the demoniac at the beginning of the passage?
• Are there people in our community who are known so well and have been around for so long that we no   
 longer listen to them? 
• How can we create opportunities for such people to be heard with fresh ears?
• What services are available to help families and participants in other tightly knit structures to be in open   
 and transparent communication?

https://vimeo.com/showcase/6936376

