
THE MISSOURI ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
3601 Amron Court ~ Columbia MO 65202 • 573.441.1770 • moumethodist.org

WORSHIP RESOURCE ~ WEEK 1
Sermon Title ~ IN Connection: The Lord has Anointed Me and You
Scripture ~ Luke 4:16-21 (Jesus is anointed to bring good news to poor)
Desired Outcome ~ Participants will develop an understanding of the idea of Kindom and recognize 
elements of Kindom in their daily lives.
Reflection Question ~ Where is God’s Kindom being revealed in your community?

Worship Promo for Week 1
Jesus understood his ministry as one to those others often overlook. That’s the ministry to which we are called 
as Christ followers. We seek to come alongside one another and to create an ideal community of mutual grace, 
humility and service where all are included, where we inspire one another to live Christ-centered lives and 
where we invite others. Everyone is welcome in this community. Each person has value and plays a vital role.

Sermon Building Key Points
• John 3:17 says that “God didn’t send his Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be   
 saved through him” (CEB). That means that we are all in this together.
• The Kindom of God can be understood as a reality where we seek to come alongside one another and to   
 create an ideal community of mutual grace, humility and service where all are included, where we inspire   
 one another to live Christ-centered lives and where we invite others.
• Jesus reminds us that He came for people we’d probably ignore if it were just up to us.
• As humans, we have a tendency to isolate ourselves based on a variety of factors that don’t really matter   
 to God.
•	 By	isolating	ourselves,	we	also	keep	ourselves	separate	from	those	who	might	have	healthy	influences	on	us		
 – and with whom we might share faith.
• Sometimes living into Jesus’ call to be in relationship with the other means a willingness to take a risk.
• Almost all of our environments have elements of Kindom, but fall short of its richness.
• The Trinity models for us what it is to be in community acting for the same good.

Prayer
Gracious God, help me to recognize that living in the name of your Son can sometimes be uncomfortable. Give 
me the strength to humble myself to all of those whom I encounter. Amen.

Music Recommendations ~ Contemporary
• Hello My Name Is by Matthew West
• Broken Vessels by Hillsong
• Here is Our King by David Crowder
• My Glorious by Chris Tomlin
• Sweetly Broken by Jeremy Riddle
• In the Light by Charlie Peacock
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Music Recommendations ~ Blended
• Hail to the Lord’s Anointed UMH 203
• Help Us Accept Each Other UMH 560
• Make Me A Servant TFWS 2176
• I Love to Tell the Story UMH 156
• Bind Us Together TFWS 2226

Video Resources
https://vimeo.com/showcase/6936376
• KINDOM: Bridge Bread (St. Louis)
• KINDOM: Spread Hope Now (Sikeston)
• KINDOM: Welcome Home at St. Paul’s UMC (Joplin)
• KINDOM: Church-School Partnerships (Nelson Memorial UMC & David Barton)
• KINDOM: Church-School Partnerships (Elsberry UMC & Elsberry School)
• KINDOM: Church-School Partnerships (Centennial UMC & Lincoln College)

Small Group Discussion Starters
Read Luke 4:16-21
• Is there a time in your life when you have felt (or been) anointed? How did it feel? 
• What are the systemic factors that separate you from other children of God?
• What is one step you could take to begin to break through those separations?
• If God’s Kindom were more present in your context (school, work, neighborhood, etc.) what would that   
 look like?
• What are obstacles that stand in the way of God’s Kindom being realized in your environments?
• What is something you could be doing to dismantle one of those obstacles?

Leadership Team Discussion Starters
Read Luke 4:16-21
•	 How	does	the	community	we	lead	reflect	God’s	Kindom?
•	 Where	are	specific	ways	that	it	falls	short?
• Are there unspoken barriers that keep us from humbly serving others in our community?
• What barriers keep us from empowering connections with those outside of the church?
• In what ways are we empowering our community to take risks in their relationships?
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