
 
 

MOAC Cabinet 

Rev. 6/12/18 

Protocols for Single Clergy Dating a Parishioner 

 

We discourage dating parishioners because it opens the pastor to potential claims of sexual 

misconduct. Any dating relationships between a clergyperson and a parishioner, client, church staff 

person, or colleague must be considered with the utmost responsibility on the part of the 

clergyperson. 

 

Dating between a clergyperson and parishioner, client, church staff person, or colleague irrevocably 

alters the relationship between these two individuals and renders an objective, professional 

relationship difficult, if not impossible. 

 

It is never appropriate for a pastor to seek, or enter, a dating relationship with a parishioner, or other 

person, who has come seeking explicit spiritual or personal counsel from the pastor. Neither is it 

appropriate for a single clergyperson to enter into a sexual relationship with any person outside the 

bonds of marriage. These actions constitute sexual misconduct (Cf. Para. 766 in the 2016 Book of 

Resolutions and the Sexual Ethics Policy of the Missouri Annual Conference). Sexual misconduct is 

a chargeable offense, and could result in formal charges and the loss of credentials (see Para. 2702 

in the 2016 Book of Discipline).  

 

In all dating relationships, and in the covenant of marriage, Para. 304.2 of the 2016 Book of 

Discipline requires all clergy to abide by “fidelity in marriage, and celibacy in singleness.”  

 

Safeguards 

The Missouri Annual Conference Cabinet requires all single persons who wish to date parishioners 

to have the following safeguards in place. Even with these safeguards, engaging in this type of 

relationship has significant risks not only to the parishioner and pastor, but the local church in 

which they reside. 

• The pastor must disclose the relationship to the District Superintendent. Upon that 

conversation, the pastor and DS may outline communication strategies related to the Pastor 

Parish Relations Committee, church leadership and/or congregation, as well as boundaries 

related to the following safeguards: 

• An acknowledgement by the pastor that when they enter a dating relationship with a 

parishioner they lose access to their pastoral role with that person. For the protection of the 

parishioner, the pastor and parishioner should seek out another pastor who can fill the 

pastoral role for the parishioner. 

• It is strongly recommended that the parishioner exit the congregation where the pastor is 

serving during the dating relationship. 

• An acknowledgement that the loss of a church member is a real risk if the dating 

relationship should end with anything other than a committed relationship. 

• The pastor should be in an ongoing relationship with colleagues who can be trusted to 

provide honest feedback concerning the pastor’s professional and personal life. 
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Communication Strategies for District Superintendent and Pastor 

 

District Superintendent and Pastor 

A plan will be made between the DS and Pastor for communicating to the PPRC, church leadership 

and the congregation that the pastor has entered into a dating relationship with a parishioner. While 

the plan will adapt based on congregational size, this communication should include: 

• Acknowledgement of the dating relationship. In addition, the pastor will affirm their 

awareness, and intent to uphold, the Book of Discipline requirement of celibacy in 

singleness, and fidelity in marriage. 

• Where and how the parishioner will receive pastoral care and support, and if the parishioner 

will be attending another church. 

 

District Superintendent and Parishioner Pastor is Dating 

The District Superintendent will have a conversation with the parishioner the pastor is dating to 

ensure that: 

• The parishioner is aware the pastor has lost access to their pastoral role with that person, and 

to ensure they have a plan for how they will receive pastoral care. 

• Ensure there is mutuality in the dating relationship. 

• Ensure they are aware of the Book of Discipline requirements for celibacy in singleness, and 

fidelity in marriage. 
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Additional Resources: 

“Single and Sexual,” in Sex in the Parish by Karen Lebacqz and Ronald G. Barton (Westminster 

John Knox Press, 1991). 


