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The connections among local 

people are what awaken the power 

of families and neighborhoods to 

weave the social fabric of an 

abundant community. 

John McKnight, The Abundant 

Community 

Block Map Instructions: 

This block map is a tool to help you know the neighbors who live behind the 8 front doors closest to your own. 

Follow the steps below to discover the power of knowing your neighbor. 

Step 1: Determine Your 8 Front Doors 

Start with the front doors whose homes touch your property, including across streets or across alleys. If you 

don’t have 8 neighbors next to you add homes further up and down your street or that you have something in 

common. Whoever you choose be sure to have 8 homes you can stick with for the duration of the project. 

Step 2: List all the names you know 

Think of every person in those homes and write down as many names as you know in the box that represents 

their house.  

Step 3: List other positive information you know about your neighbors 

Add additional information to each box for the neighbors you know. Examples may include: if they garden, 

ride bicycles, like sports, ride motorcycles, have kids, play a musical instrument, or any other talent or skill 

they might have. 

Step 4: Make a plan to meet a neighbor 

Make a plan to introduce yourself to the neighbors you don’t know and to reconnect with those you do. Visit 

neighboringmovement.org/52weeks to see the 52 Weeks of Neighboring. These are simple neighboring tips 

that can help you meet your neighbors. 

Step 5: Keep the Block Map in a place you can see it 

Pin your Block Map to your refrigerator or place it by your front door. Whenever you learn something new, add 

it to the Block Map. 

Step 6: Connect other neighbors to the 8 Front Doors Project 

All neighbors in your area are receiving information about the 8 Front Doors Project. When you meet a 

neighbor. Consider introducing your neighbors to others so that you can help each other complete your Block 

Maps. 
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