OPEN HEARTS
OPEN BOOKS
Library Builder Grant
HOW DOES A LITTLE FREE LIBRARY FUNCTION?
A Little Free Library is a free book-sharing box where anyone
may take a book or share a book. They function on the honor
system. Patrons do not need to share a book in order to take
one. If you take a book, try to share a book with that same
library in the future. The primary caretaker is the Library
Steward. This is usually the person or organization that put up
the library. While the steward maintains the appearance and
functionality of the library, it’s up to the community and library
patrons to keep it stocked with good books.
WHY SHOULD I BUILD A FREE LITTLE LIBRARY?
In Missouri, 33 counties do not have a tax-supported library. For
those that do, funding continues to be cut and needed services
have been interrupted. In this time, the support systems on
which we usually rely are anything but certain. Improved
literacy is directly connected to a brighter future, and studies
have shown that access to books at home increases the
likelihood that a student will read and will love reading in the
future. Building and resourcing a Little Free Library will bring
reading materials to book deserts and provide a new way to
help in a time of crisis. The people called Methodists can
change the story for thousands across the state.
ARE THERE RESTRICTIONS ON BUILDING?
Little Free Libraries have a multitude of free plans and ideas on
building. Be sure to visit www.littlefreelibrary.org/build.
NO ONE IN MY CONGREGATION CAN BUILD A LIBRARY.
CAN WE STILL START A LIBRARY?
There are a multitude of options for creating your library.
Connect with your community and contact a local organization
that might build a library for you, such as Girl Scout or Boy Scout
troops or 4-H, Kiwanis, or Lions Clubs. Post an ad at your
community center and see if a local carpenter could donate his
or her skills! Additionally, try repurposing that already has a door
and storage space. Mailboxes, old appliances (think refrigerators
or microwaves) or cabinet-like furniture with doors make perfect
libraries. Take a trip to your local thrift store and see what you
can find. If it is or can be weather-proofed, has storage space
and has a door, it’s a good candidate for a Free Little Library.

WHERE SHOULD I INSTALL
MY FREE LITTLE LIBRARY?
Review this Missouri libraries
map and look to see if there
are already Little Free
Libraries in your community.
A good library site is visible to
passersby and is located in a
high traffic area, such as near
a playground, walking trail or
bus route.
Don’t install the library where
it might block daily activities,
like walking or biking, or
seasonal activities, like
shoveling snow.
A good rule of thumb is
setting the library three to
five feet back from the
nearest sidewalk or path.
Before you dig a hole and set
a post, check your city’s
regulations and call 811 to
have the utility lines marked.
If you’re installing the library
at your church, ensure you
know exactly where church
property ends and city
property begins. That strip of
grass between the sidewalk
and the road is likely
city property.
If you’re installing the library
at a personal residence,
check your homeowner or
neighborhood association’s
guidelines.

WHAT KINDS OF BOOKS SHOULD I FILL MY LIBRARY WITH?
Your library’s collection should reflect the diversity of the
community utilizing it. We’ve created a recommended book list,
Building a Diverse Bookshelf, that’s included as part of this
packet. The Little Free Library should not be an extension of your
church library’s collection.
WHY ARE THE RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE BOOK LIST ONLY
FOR READING LEVELS KINDERGARTEN TO HIGH SCHOOL?
The Pathway Out of Poverty Conference priority seeks to place
100,000 books in the hands of 100,000 students. To that end, we
hope that school-aged children and teens will be the primary
patrons of your Little Free Library. Stock your library with titles
that might interest readers under the age of 18. Consider adding
a few books for older readers or high schoolers reading above
their grade level.
CAN I PLACE FLIERS FOR OUR CHURCH IN THE LIBRARY?
While the library’s purpose is reaching the community through
reading, your Little Free Library isn’t the place to promote church
activities and worship services. We want your community reading
books, not the latest potluck flier. We’ve designed a book plate
that your church can print and insert into its library collection.
The book plate highlights the Open Hearts, Open Books goal and
how United Methodists in Missouri are working in their
communities to improve literacy.
WHAT SHOULD WE DO IF AN INAPPROPRIATE BOOK IS PLACED
IN OUR LIBRARY?
Everyone who uses the library has the right of helping make sure
the types of books in it are appropriate to neighbors of all ages
and backgrounds. You are as capable as anyone else to remove a
book, but we encourage you to be open-minded about it. For
example, if the library becomes a place for promoting
controversial causes, it might lose a good number of customers.
Censorship is not the answer, but a balanced collection can be.
Don’t ban books, but instead of five or 10 copies of the same title,
one copy might do.

WHERE SHOULD I BUY
BOOKS FOR MY LIBRARY?
While this might seem like a
silly question, we encourage
you to be a conscious consumer
when stocking your shelf. If
possible buy your books from a
locally owned bookseller. Doing
so supports a local business,
brings awareness to your library
and keeps your dollars in the
community.
Additionally, visit
www.littlefreelibrary.org/books
to buy low-cost books through
Little Free Library partner
Interstate Books4Schools. Plus,
a portion of your purchase is
donated to Little Free Library!

Books we Recommend

HOW DO I REGISTER MY LITTLE FREE LIBRARY?
As part of the Open Hearts, Open Books Library Builder Grant
Program, the Missouri Conference will cover the registration fee
for your library. All you need to do is complete the Library
Builder Grant application with a photo of your installed library.
Once registered, your library will be added to the Little Free
Library worldwide map at www.littlefreelibrary.org/ourmap
WHAT ADDITIONS OR ENHANCEMENTS CAN I ADD TO MY
LIBRARY TO MAKE IT MORE APPEALING?
If you’d like to enhance your library, there are many items you
can add both inside and out. Consider adding a guest book or
goodies, like pencils or stickers, inside the box. A dog leash hook
attached to the library post is a great addition if your library sees
lots of furry visitors. Adding a bench nearby might encourage
patrons to sit and read. Some library stewards even add interior
or exterior motion-sensor lighting for nighttime browsing.

Once registered, your library receives an
official sign with its charter number.

HOW WILL MY NEIGHBORS
KNOW OUR CHURCH IS
OFFERING A LIBRARY?
First, make sure your
congregation knows the
library is open and is excited
about it!
For free promotional tools,
download the graphics
package available in the local
church toolkit.
Invite your congregation to
share a post about it from
the church Facebook page.
Distribute fliers to church
neighbors and provide
copies for parishioners to
hand out to friends.

Clockwise from top left:
Interior lighting; A herb garden
planted at the library’s base;
Pencils and bookmarks in the
library to celebrate the first week
of school; A bench placed beside
the library.
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Learn more and apply for a grant at
www.moumethodist.org/librarybuildergrant

Throw a library launch event
with a ribbon cutting and
refreshments.
Take your library on the road
by filling a wagon with books
and walk it through the
surrounding neighborhood.

