
Biblical Principles for Better Schools 

A Bible study series 

In this Bible study series, we consider a series of Bible passages and apply them to the specific situation 

of our modern public education system. These passages aren’t specifically about schools or education, 

but we think the principles in them have something powerful to say about how we think about our nation’s 

students, and particularly the students who are least likely to be well served by the ways schools currently 

operate. Each of the studies contains the following sections: 

The Bible Passage--a scriptural story or vignette 
 
Questions to Consider--a handful of questions that help us understand what is happening in the Bible 
passage, identify with the characters in it, encounter the truth the passage is offering, and apply it to our 
lives. 
 
School Shortfall--a brief description of a way in which our nation’s public schools currently falls short of 
the goal of offering a high quality education to all students. 
 
Bringing it together--a few questions to help us apply the lesson of the Bible passage to the situation in 
our schools. 
 
What Can I Do?--two or three suggestions on how you can be a champion for school improvement. 
 
 

  



Biblical Principles for Better Schools #1 

The Bible Passage: Mark 9:33-37, 9:42, 10:13-16 (NIV) 

They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were you arguing 
about on the road?” 34 But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who was 
the greatest. 

35 Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to be first must be the 
very last, and the servant of all.” 

36 He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child in his arms,he said to 
them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and 
whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.” 

… 42 “If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it would 
be better for them if a large millstone were hung around their neck and they were thrown into 
the sea…” 

… 13 People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the 
disciples rebuked them. 14 When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the 
little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as 
these. 15 Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will 
never enter it.” 16 And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed 
them. 

Questions to Consider 
● What is the disciples’ view of little children? What is Jesus’ view? 
● Why do you think Jesus so closely identifies children with himself? 
● Why do you think Jesus speaks so severely about getting in the way of ‘little ones’? 
● What are some reasons the disciples might resist welcoming and serving children? 
● Why do you think Jesus is so insistent that little children be welcomed and served? 
● How do you think our society treats our youngest children? How are we more like the 

disciples? How are we more like Jesus? 
● Where do you see children being tripped up or sent away? 

School Shortfall 

By the time a child from a low-income family reaches kindergarten, they have heard a 
staggering 30 million less words than their peers from high income families. This gap puts them 
at a severe disadvantage in vocabulary-building, a key element of school readiness. When the 
gap is not addressed, these children underperform for the length of their education. When 
low-income children are provided with high quality preschool, it closes the school readiness gap; 



studies show lasting effects on health, happiness, high school graduation, and future earnings. 
Investments in preschool reap benefits many times the amount of the investment, not just for 
the child but for society at large. Nonetheless, only about ⅓ of 4 year olds are provided with 
decent early childhood education.  

Bringing it Together 

● What surprises you about the overall state of preschool in our nation? 
● What is preschool like in our community? 
● What would it look like in our community to welcome and to serve children from 

low-income families? 
● What motivation does Jesus give us to welcome and serve them? 

What can I do? 

● Learn about the early childhood centers in your community.  
● Let your state representatives know that you’re in favor of high quality early childhood 

education options for your state. 
● Encourage states to set transparent standards for Pre-K achievement, specifically 

focusing on early literacy and math  



Study #1 Leader’s Notes 

Summary 
If we weren’t so familiar with this passage, the disciples’ attitudes and actions here might seem 
perfectly understandable. It’s not like they’re being particularly cruel to children. They’re simply 
busy adults with other things on their minds. They have their own needs to take care of. They 
have jobs to do. They have important things to do for Jesus. They don’t think they have time to 
slow down and pay attention to these little children, no offense intended: “Kids, why don’t you go 
play, and let the adults talk?” 
 
Seen from that perspective, Jesus’ reaction to the disciples is much more startling than the 
disciples’ behavior is. They’re simply shooing some kids away, but Jesus responds as if they’re 
committing a capital crime. Jesus doesn’t see the disciples dismissing little children as being 
responsible adults or even as an understandable lapse in compassion in the midst of a busy 
day, but as a  sign that they don’t understand life, or him, or heaven at all. 
 
Jesus’ sense of urgency grows over the course of the passage as he tries again and again to 
bring little children and other vulnerable people into the center of attention and the disciples 
again and again shift them to the edges. Jesus starts with what we might call some gentle 
constructive feedback. As the disciples argue about which one of them is best, he breaks in to 
say, “If you want to show how big you are, do it by helping someone smaller than you.” When 
they ignore his advice, he ups the ante, making it clear that the advice wasn’t optional, and that 
the stakes are huge: “Look, you’re better off killing yourself than getting in the way of someone 
smaller than you.” When they respond to this heightened warning by doing exactly what Jesus 
says to avoid to the point of death, he makes the stakes eternal: “You’ll never see the inside of 
heaven unless you learn to value little children.” 
 
The implications of this passage are huge--life and death, heaven and hell huge. Jesus says our 
very salvation is at issue. How you treat the most easily overlooked people is how God will treat 
you. 
 
Given how easy it is to look past the needs of little children and other powerless people, how 
easy it is to explain that behavior away or even justify it, how easy it is to not even notice when 
we are tripping or blocking the small and the vulnerable, it’s a warning we need just as much as 
the disciples do. 
 

Questions for Driving the Discussion Deeper 
The questions in the ‘Questions to Consider’ section are purposely open-ended, inviting people 
into the discussion gently and allowing for engaging it from multiple directions. Often, these 
initial open-ended questions lead to vibrant, deep conversation. Occasionally, though, 



particularly with a familiar passage like this one, a group might need to be prodded to take a 
closer look and to apply it more deeply to our situation. If you find yourself in that situation, 
these further questions might help: 

● “What are the consequences of ignoring or getting in the way of little children?”--the 
consequences are pretty stark. Jesus doesn’t precisely say how bad they are, but he 
does say that you’d be better off drowning yourself than face them.  

● “What are the rewards for taking care of them?”--they’re as good as the consequences 
of mistreating them are bad: being great, being welcomed by God, knowing what heaven 
is like. 

● “If you truly believed that your life, your salvation were at stake, how would it change 
how look at little children?”--Jesus leaves little room here for not honoring and serving 
little children. To not do so has dread consequences. To do so is richly rewarding. So, 
why then do little children so often get so little care and attention?  

 

  



Biblical Principles for Better Schools #2 

Bible Passage: Ezekiel 34:1-16 (NIV) 

34 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; 
prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Woe to you shepherds of 
Israel who only take care of yourselves! Should not shepherds take care of the flock? 3 You eat 
the curds, clothe yourselves with the wool and slaughter the choice animals, but you do not take 
care of the flock. 4 You have not strengthened the weak or healed the sick or bound up the 
injured. You have not brought back the strays or searched for the lost. You have ruled them 
harshly and brutally. 5 So they were scattered because there was no shepherd, and when they 
were scattered they became food for all the wild animals. 6 My sheep wandered over all the 
mountains and on every high hill. They were scattered over the whole earth, and no one 
searched or looked for them. 

7 “‘Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: 8 As surely as I live, declares the 
Sovereign Lord, because my flock lacks a shepherd and so has been plundered and has 
become food for all the wild animals, and because my shepherds did not search for my flock but 
cared for themselves rather than for my flock, 9 therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the 
Lord: 10 This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I am against the shepherds and will hold them 
accountable for my flock. I will remove them from tending the flock so that the shepherds can no 
longer feed themselves. I will rescue my flock from their mouths, and it will no longer be food for 
them. 

11 “‘For this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after 
them. 12 As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after 
my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds 
and darkness. 13 I will bring them out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and 
I will bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines 
and in all the settlements in the land. 14 I will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain 
heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they will lie down in good grazing land, and 
there they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will tend my sheep 
and have them lie down, declares the Sovereign Lord.16 I will search for the lost and bring back 
the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will 
destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice. 

Questions to consider 
● Why is God so angry with the shepherds in this passage? 
● How does God think they ought to be treating the sheep? How do they? How do they 

come to such different ideas? 
● How do God and the shepherds respond differently to the sheep wandering away and 

scattering? 
● How do you relate to the shepherds? How do you relate to the sheep? 



● What does God think is the right relationship between himself, the shepherds, and the 
sheep? 

● What do you think the state of the flock is under the bad shepherds? 
● What would the state of the flock be when God takes over the shepherding? 
● Have you ever been mistreated by someone who was supposed to be a caretaker? 

What happened? How did it feel? What did it do to you? 
● Have you ever been rescued from a bad situation? How did that feel? 

School Shortfall 
About one in four school-aged children experience a traumatic event such as hunger, housing 
insecurity, violence, family disruption, or natural disasters. The latest research tells us that 
experiencing or witnessing trauma has a profoundly negative effect on the development of 
young brains, impeding the ability to learn and affecting mood. Repeated trauma magnifies the 
effect, especially for ethnic minority and low-income students who are more likely to face 
multiple traumatic events. Symptoms of trauma such as disengagement, belligerence, 
moodiness, and even slowness to understand are often misinterpreted as willful misbehavior 
and met with punishment such as suspension or even arrest. Absence from school is strongly 
linked with a decreased likelihood to graduate high school, negatively affecting lifetime earnings. 

Bringing it together 
● If you’ve experienced a traumatic experience yourself, how did it affect you? 
● Have you seen a child face an adverse circumstance? How did it impact them? 
● Imagine a classroom in which multiple people are responding to recent trauma. What 

would it be like? 
● What would it look like for a teacher to respond with a compassionate, healing approach 

instead of hard discipline? 
● What would the teacher need in order to do that? 

What can I do? 
● Advocate for a change from Zero Tolerance to Trauma-Informed approaches to school 

discipline 
● Support professional development for teachers and school staff that would give them the 

skills, knowledge, and capacity to positively engage students facing trauma. 

 
 

  



Study #2 Leaders’ Notes 

Summary 
In this passage, God gives the leaders of the people of Israel a performance review, in the form 
of an extended metaphor in which the leaders are shepherds and the people the flock. In short, 
the leaders are falling so dismally below God’s expectations that God is ending the position and 
directly taking over the work. Their failure proceeds from a few fundamental misunderstandings 
of the situation: they don’t realize to whom the sheep belong, what it means to be a shepherd, 
or what it means to be a sheep. 

The shepherds think of the sheep as theirs to do with what they want, but the sheep are actually 
God’s sheep, not the shepherds’. God has put them under the care of the shepherds for 
safekeeping, but when he checks back later God finds the flock in terrible shape: killed, shorn, 
beaten and scattered. “What has happened to my beloved flock?” God asks. What has 
happened is that the shepherds took their power over the sheep as license to do as they 
pleased when they should have seen it as a means to fulfill their God-given responsibility to 
care for the sheep. In other words, these shepherds exist for the sake of the sheep, not the 
other way around. In the shepherds’ eyes, the sheep are just around to provide them with easy 
wool and mutton. But by God’s intent, the shepherds are just around to protect and nurture the 
sheep. 

By nature, sheep aren’t able to take care of themselves adequately: they have a tendency to 
wander; they can’t protect themselves; and when they get hurt they can’t do their own first aid. If 
they could do these things, they wouldn’t need shepherds at all. These shepherds, though, 
seem to resent the dependent nature of the sheep. The sheep are doing what’s entirely normal 
for sheep, but the shepherds seem to respond with indignance, first beating the sheep and then 
giving up on them and simply letting them wander off. The sheep end up worse off than if they 
had no shepherds at all. 

There are many ways this passage speaks to the nature of power dynamics, both in school and 
out. But we decided to pick up on the aspect of harsh treatment in our focus on trauma and 
discipline. Too often in school, when kids (and especially low-income kids, African-American 
kids, or special needs kids) are simply being kids, they are treated impatiently and punitively. 
Even worse, signs of hurt are often interpreted as willful misbehavior and responded to even 
more harshly. Like the sheep in this passage, most often what these children need is care, 
protection, and guidance, not punishment. 

A Word on Trauma 
In this study, we ask people to reflect on traumatic experiences as a way of helping them 
empathize with students dealing with traumatic stress in the classroom. This is no small thing, 
and can be triggering to victims of past trauma. If you find that happening in your group, it’s 
important to honor and respect the person’s responses, and to be gentle and careful in 
addressing their hurt. In most cases, for the sake of both the trauma-affected person and the 
rest of the group, you’ll eventually want to guide conversation back to the topic of school 
discipline, once the person’s vulnerability has been duly acknowledged.  Depending on what 
comes up, it also helps for you to be prepared to direct people towards professional and 



pastoral counseling, as a way to continue to work through personal trauma. You can remind 
people that adults who have extensively addressed their own trauma are best prepared to 
support children experiencing trauma.  

Questions for Driving the Discussion Deeper 
The questions in the ‘Questions to Consider’ section are purposely open-ended, inviting people 
into the discussion gently and allowing for engaging it from multiple directions. Often, these 
initial open-ended questions lead to vibrant, deep conversation. Occasionally, though, a group 
might need to be prodded to take a closer look and to apply it more deeply to our situation. If 
you find yourself in that situation, these further questions might help: 
 

● To whom do these sheep belong?--They’re God’s, but the shepherds act like they are 
theirs. 

● How might the shepherds behave differently if they realized they would eventually need 
to give account of the flock to God?--They’d treat the sheep more gently and carefully. 
They’d take their jobs more seriously. They’d think twice before using the sheep for their 
own ends. 

● Why do sheep need shepherds?--sheep are inherently vulnerable. They can’t sufficiently 
take care of themselves. The sheep here aren’t doing anything wrong; they’re just acting 
like sheep appropriately do. 

● How do the shepherds respond to the flock’s vulnerability?--they take advantage of it 
and resent it at the same time. They use the sheep’s defenseless to feed themselves. 
They beat the sheep for doing what sheep do, and eventually they get fed up and leave 
the sheep to their own devices. 

  



Biblical Principles for Better Schools #3 
The Bible Passage--John 9:1-9 (NIV) 
1 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 

3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of 
God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent 
me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.” 

6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the 
man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the 
man went and washed, and came home seeing. 

8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man 
who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some claimed that he was. 

Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” 

But he himself insisted, “I am the man.” 

Questions to consider 
● What would it have been like to be this man born blind? Imagine how the blindness 

would affect him. Imagine how the questions about the reason for his blindness would. 
● Why do the disciples want to know whose fault the man’s blindness is? 
● Taking the disciples’ question at face value, what do you think of either of the options 

they present? 
● What is important to Jesus? How does he look at the situation differently from the 

disciples? 
● Why do the neighbors have such a hard time recognizing the man once he can see? 

School Shortfall 
Almost one quarter of the schools in our country have a high concentration of poverty; that is, at 
least 75% of the students are from families with low enough income that they qualify for free or 
subsidized lunch. There’s a strong racial disparity in these high poverty schools; almost half of 
Black and Latino students attend a high poverty school, while less than 10% of White students 
do. Academic performance at these high poverty schools is quite low; for example, whereas 
50% of 4th graders in low poverty schools are proficient readers, only 14% of 4th graders in 
high poverty schools are. 

Bringing it Together 
● How could the lives of students in high poverty schools be different if they had access to 

a quality education? 



● What are the schools like in your neighborhood? Are you familiar with a high poverty 
school? If so, how would you describe the students there? 

● What would a ‘neither these students nor their parents, but so that the works of God 
might be displayed’ attitude toward high poverty schools look like? 

What can I do? 
● Advocate for more diversity, equity, and inclusion in your local school. 
● Encourage your state and local school district to provide more equitable fund allocations 

to schools with a high concentration of poverty. 
● Encourage the expansion of innovative programs to recruit and retain effective teachers 

at high poverty schools. 
  



Study #3 Leaders’ Notes 

Summary 
Faced with the complex tragedy of a person being born with a severe disability, the disciples 
cling to the idea that there’s a simple explanation: either this man or his family must have done 
something to deserve it. While it’s of some interest to the disciples whether it’s this man’s fault 
or his parent’s, it seems like it’s most important to them that it be one or the other of those two 
options. They simply can’t imagine any other way of looking at it. I think it’s so important to them 
to assign the blame either to the man or his parents for a couple of reasons. First of all, they 
need to know that the same kind of tragedy couldn’t happen to them or their children. And, 
secondly, they want to believe that there’s nothing that they can do about it. 

The disciples are trying to distance themselves as much as they can from a difficult, hard to fully 
explain situation. 

In contrast, Jesus dives right in. He’s not at all interested in the question of blame, instead 
asking, “What can be done to make things better?” Jesus doesn’t see the blind man as a 
problem, but a person created in the image of God. Jesus’ only concern is to create the 
opportunity for the man to overcome his circumstance and reach his full potential. 

Likewise, when we consider the underperformance of kids in high poverty schools, it can be 
tempting to reach for the easy explanation that these kids aren’t trying hard enough, or that their 
parents are failing them. Even when we’re not quick to assume it’s a problem with the kids 
themselves or their parents, it’s easy to get stuck in endless debates about the root causes of 
the problem. To be sure, root causes are important; it’s easier to fix a problem when you know 
where it started. But all too often, talk of root causes doesn’t actually end up being about how 
best to bring about systemic change, but, rather simply serves to shift blame or to justify 
inaction. When root causes discussions lead to stalemate or lack of urgency, it’s time to shift the 
question, like Jesus did, from ‘Who’s to blame?’ to , “What can we do to make things better?”  

Questions for Driving the Discussion Deeper 
The questions in the ‘Questions to Consider’ section are purposely open-ended, inviting people 
into the discussion gently and allowing for engaging it from multiple directions. Often, these 
initial open-ended questions lead to vibrant, deep conversation. Occasionally, though, a group 
might need to be prodded to take a closer look and to apply it more deeply to our situation. If 
you find yourself in that situation, these further questions might help: 
 

● What difference does the disciples’ question make for the man?--None at all. He’s just as 
blind no matter the answer to their question. 

● Why do they ask it then?--Because it matters to them. They want to think that what 
happened to this man is fair, because it’s easier not to fear something similar would 
happen to them and because they would feel less responsibility for him. 

● Is what happened to this man fair?--It doesn’t seem like it. Jesus says that what 
happened to the man was outside of his control and his parents’. 



● How well do you think Jesus explains what has happened to the man?--Not very well. It 
seems like he’s not even terribly interested in giving the disciples a reassuring answer 
about blame and fairness. 

● What is Jesus clear about?--his job is to make the man’s life better, to the glory of God. 

  



Biblical Principles for Better Schools #4 

Jeremiah 29:4-7 (NIV) 
4 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from 
Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they 
produce. 6 Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your 
daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number 
there; do not decrease. 7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried 
you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” 

Questions to consider 
● Why are the exiles from Jerusalem resisting settling down in Babylon? 
● Reading between the lines, what is God implying by suggesting that they build houses 

and plant gardens? 
● Why does God recommend that they seek Babylon’s welfare? 
● Why might the exiles be tempted to separate themselves from Babylon and its affairs? 
● When have you experienced your welfare being integrally connected to that of a 

stranger, someone quite different from you, or someone you’re at odds with? How did it 
feel? How did it go? 

● What would it take for the exiles to truly wish Babylon well? 
● How would your community be better for you if even people you don’t know had peaceful 

and prosperous lives? 

School Shortfall 

According to the latest national test scores, less than 40% of high school graduates are 
academically prepared for college. The situation is especially dire for low-income students, 
minority students, and would-be first-generation college students. Less than half of the students 
from these populations who take a college entrance exam have scores that indicate they would 
succeed in college course work; less than 20% of students who fit in all three categories 
do--and that’s not to mention the many students from these populations who never take a 
college entrance exam at all. This shortfall in college readiness is occurring even as a majority 
of jobs now call for college graduation as a qualification. 
 
When students leave school prepared for college or a job, it doesn’t just benefit them, but their 
whole city. It means more jobs, and more qualified applicants for those jobs. It means less 
crime, lower healthcare costs, and higher rates of home ownership. It expands the local 
economy, and its tax base. Boosting the graduation rate nationally from 84% to 90% would 
increase annual GDP by an estimated $5.7 billion; that’s not to mention the even larger effects 
of graduating career ready or going on to complete college. Ensuring that students leave school 
prepared for life is not just the right thing to do, but the smart thing to do to see your city thrive. 



Bringing it Together 

● How is our prosperity and the prosperity of underserved students connected? 
● What would it take to seek the prosperity of these underserved student populations? 

What makes it difficult? 
● How would your neighborhood be different if everyone were seeking one another’s 

peace and prosperity? 

What can I do? 
● Call on state and local school authorities to set high standards for high school 

graduation. 
● Express your support for college preparatory courses at high poverty schools. 

 
  



Study #4 Leaders’ Notes 

Summary 
In this passage, the people of Jerusalem have lost a war against Babylon, and they’ve been 
taken away from home to Baylon as hostages. These exiles to Babylon are essentially living out 
of their suitcases. They don’t think that they will be in Babylon long, and they are not particularly 
motivated to settle in. They don’t know the Babylonians, don’t relate to them, and if they’re 
honest don’t even like them all that much. They just want to be left alone to mind their own 
business. 

Jeremiah tells them that there’s a problem with their plan: their business is all wrapped up with 
the Babylonians’ whether they like it or not. For a very long time, the Babylonians’ city will be 
their city. What happens to the Babylonians will affect the exiles too. If they want to thrive, they 
need to pray that the Babylonians--strangers and maybe even enemies though they may 
be--will thrive too. 

This is not a spiritual ideal Jeremiah is promoting. It’s a hard-nosed, practical reality he is 
pointing out. He’s not so much saying that a good, moral person would wish well on strangers. 
He’s saying that when strangers are sharing a city with you, your welfare is practically, 
necessarily all wrapped up with theirs. Because they are sharing a city and their lives will affect 
one another’s, it’s a fallacy to think that there’s a zero-sum gain of welfare between the exiles 
and the Babylonians. On the contrary, it’s win-win or lose-lose; the exiles’ wellbeing goes up 
and down with the Babylonians’. 

In our towns and cities, that means that we can’t ignore the well-being of other people’s 
children. When other people’s children succeed, our town is a better place for everyone, not just 
for them but for us and our children as well. It’s safer, and friendlier, with more jobs and more 
qualified people to do them, with better streets and libraries and more business. We need other 
people’s children to do well, merely if we want our own children to have a great place to live. 

Questions for Driving the Discussion Deeper 
The questions in the ‘Questions to Consider’ section are purposely open-ended, inviting people 
into the discussion gently and allowing for engaging it from multiple directions. Often, these 
initial open-ended questions lead to vibrant, deep conversation. Occasionally, though, a group 
might need to be prodded to take a closer look and to apply it more deeply to our situation. If 
you find yourself in that situation, these further questions might help: 
 

● Why would it be hard to pray for the prosperity of Babylon?--Maybe just because it’s 
hard to care about someone else’s problems, maybe even because it feels like their 
prosperity might be at my expense 

● Why does Jeremiah insist they do so?--Because the interests of the exiles and those of 
the Babylonians are inextricably linked, whether it feels that way or not. 
 

 


