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WORSHIP RESOURCE | WEEK 5

Sermon Title | Self-Leadership
Scripture | Jeremiah 29:11 (I know the plans I have for you…)
Desired Outcome | Congregants will acknowledge that our toughest leadership challenge 
is self-leadership – not self-reliance but deliberately choosing a life centered on Christ.
Freed From/To | God gives us the freedom to choose a Christ-centered life regardless of 
what chaos might be going on in our lives.

Week 5 Worship Promo
Perhaps the most difficult leadership challenge we face is self-leadership. We look to the 
prophet Jeremiah for insight this week as we consider the practices that help us lead from 
the center.

Sermon Building Key Points
• Our toughest leadership challenge is ourselves.
• Self-leadership is not self-reliance; it is deliberately choosing a Christ-centered life.
• Former Visa CEO Dee Hock suggests spending 50 percent of our time on self-
leadership.
• Jeremiah demonstrated a life-long commitment to leading people to God in the face of 
extreme adversity.
• God gives us the freedom to make choices. We have the freedom to choose a Christ-
centered life regardless of what chaos might be going on in our lives.
• God doesn’t force God’s leadership on us. We choose to actively seek it.
• Each of us must accept our part in developing as followers of Christ. The church has a 
role; God has a role; we have a role. (A Disciple’s Path Workbook, by Jim Harnish p. 22)
• We need wise mentors and friends, but we also must accept the responsibility for our 
own development.
• We exercise self-leadership through the vows of discipleship we make – to pray and 
study scripture, to be present and active in worship, to give financially, to serve, to 
witness through our words and actions.
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• From Gordon McDonald’s Ordering Your Private World:
 “If my private world is in order, it will be because I am convinced that the inner world   
 of the spiritual must govern the outer world of activity. (p.12)

 If my private world is in order, it will be because I see myself as Christ’s steward and   
 not as master of my purpose, my role, and my identity. (p.50)

 If my private world is in order, it will be because I absorb the words of Christ into my   
 attitudes and actions. (p.137)

 If my private world is in order, it will be because I have begun to pursue the discipline   
 of seeing events and people through the eyes of Christ so that my prayers reflect my   
 desire to be in alignment with God’s purposes and promises for them.” (p.143)

Kid’s Connection Thought Starters
Have children take turns leading north, south, east, west. Explain that no matter which 
direction we are facing we seek Jesus to lead us.

Daily Prayer for the Series
Consider using this prayer to conclude worship each week and for congregants to pray 
daily throughout this series.
Dear God, lead me. Lead my thoughts and lead my words. Lead my resting and lead my 
activity. Lead me. Amen.
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Daily Readings for Week 5
MON • Jeremiah 29:11-14
TUE • 1 Samuel 30:6
WED • Mark 1:12-13
THU • Mark 1:35
FRI • Mark 4:35-41
SAT • Mark 6:45-46
SUN • Rest

Music Recommendations | Contemporary
When Mercy Found Me by Rhett Walker Band
Give Us Clean Hands by Kutless
Surrender by Vineyard
Jeremiah by Sara Groves
Angel Doves by Mindy Smith
I Will Follow by Chris Tomlin

Music Recommendations | Blended
Be Thou My Vision UMH 451
O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go UMH 480
As the Deer TFWS 2025
Take My Life, and Let it Be UMH 399
I Need Thee Every Hour UMH 397
Lord, I Want to Be a Christian UMH 402
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Suggested Video
Michele Gregory | https://vimeo.com/album/4951338
Michele has faced many trials in her life, but in each of them, she sees how God is 
leading to use those experiences for the good of others. For example, Michele volunteers 
at ALIVE, a nonprofit working with those who are or were in abusive situations, and uses 
her past to relate and care for those in need in this context.

Small Group Discussion Starters
Read Jeremiah 29:11 and John 14:27
Of the following areas, in which do you desire to grow the most?
 • Prayer
 • Worship
 • Bible study
 • Serving
 • Sharing your story
 • Generosity with financial resources
What’s the hardest aspect of self-leadership for you?
What percentage of your energy do you expend on self-leadership? 
What spiritual practices keep you in touch with the hope Christ offers?
Read and reflect on Gordon MacDonald’s list of “If my private world is in order, it will be…”


