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WORSHIP RESOURCE | WEEK 4

Sermon Title | Just in Time Leadership
Scripture | Esther 4:14-17 (Mordecai prompts Esther to act)
Desired Outcome | Congregants will recognize spiritual mentors and friends help to 
develop our leadership skills and we do that for others.
Freed From/To | Through mentoring and spiritual friendships, we can free others to lead.

Worship Promo for Week 4
This week we’ll explore the story of Esther and her adoptive father Mordecai. Mordecai’s 
strong faith, mentoring and leadership prepared Esther to exercise courageous leadership 
and to save her people.

Sermon Building Key Points
• Parents are the most significant influencers children have. Another key factor in a 
child sustaining an active faith in adulthood is a connection with another adult who is a 
spiritual mentor.
• We need spiritual mentors and friends, and we have the opportunity to offer mentoring 
and friendship to others.
• When the time was right, Esther – with Mordecai’s help – had the courage to reach 
beyond herself to act on behalf of others.
• We have opportunities to take action on behalf of others.
• How do we find the courage and faith to do what is right in the face of adversity?
• Esther was willing to risk her well-being for a marginalized minority group.
• How are we being prepared to lead in ways that give voice to the marginalized and 
oppressed?
• We are prepared to lead through the daily practice of prayer and scripture reading.
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Kid’s Connection Thought Starters
Ask the children who brought them to church today. Talk with them about the people who 
are helping them learn to love and follow Jesus. Ask who they are inviting to come to 
worship and Sunday School with them. Who are they helping to connect to Christ?

Daily Prayer for the Series
Consider using this prayer to conclude worship each week and for congregants to pray 
daily throughout this series.
Dear God, lead me. Lead my thoughts and lead my words. Lead my resting and lead my 
activity. Lead me. Amen.

Daily Readings for Week 4
MON • Esther 1-2
TUE • Esther 3
WED • Esther 4
THU • Esther 5-6
FRI • Esther 7-8
SAT • Esther 9-10
SUN • Rest

Music Recommendations | Contemporary
I Can’t Do This by Plumb
Enough by Barlow Girl
They Will Know by Carolyn Arends
Trust by Kristene Mueller
Breathe by Marie Barnett
Oceans by Hillsong
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Music Recommendations | Blended
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise UMH 103
Wade in the Water TFWS 2107
Here I Am, Lord UMH 593
Freely, Freely UMH 389
Lead On, O King Eternal UMH 580
This is My Song UMH 437

Suggested Video
Mable Lewis | https://vimeo.com/album/4951338
Mable is a junior in high school who feels a call to missions. Knowing she can’t take a 
mission trip every week, Mable looks for ways to be missional every day. She has also 
struggled with mental illness and speaks about how her faith helped free her to continue 
living out her missional call.

Small Group Discussion Starters
Read Esther 4:14-17 and paraphrase events leading to this point in the story.
• Who has mentored you, so you were able to do something you didn’t think you could 
do? How did that person encourage you?
• Whose mentoring has helped you develop into a more devoted follower of Jesus Christ?
• Who are you mentoring and leading?
• Who are the marginalized and oppressed you might assist?


