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WORSHIP RESOURCE | WEEK 2

Theme | An Unexpected Role
Scripture | Acts 9:10-20 Common English Bible (Ananias is sent to Paul)
Desired Outcome | Congregants will recognize leading others requires overcoming fear, 
self-doubt, excuses and obstacles
Freed From/To | We are freed from fear and freed to lead others to Christ

Worship Promo for Week 2
Fear and doubt can prevent us from leading. Ananias was willing to trust God’s 
prompting to lead even at the risk of personal safety and discomfort. As a result, he was 
instrumental in the Apostle Paul’s conversion. This week we’ll explore how God frees us to 
lead even when we are afraid.

Sermon Building Key Points
• How are our words and actions leading others to a deeper relationship with Christ?
• Ananias is a rather obscure character – what distinguished him was his willingness to 
go where God led him.
• God freed Ananias from the constraints of self-doubt and fear of an enemy so Ananias 
could lead Paul to the mission and purpose God had for Paul.
• As a result of Paul’s willingness to follow Christ, he became the greatest evangelist of 
the early church.
• What can we learn from Ananias?
 o He was prepared to hear God – he was already faithful and listening for direction.
 o He was willing to respond.
• We listen to God through prayer, scripture reading and worship.
• What spiritual practices help you listen to God?
• How have you felt God prompting you to action?
• Where is God telling you to go?
• Some tools for discernment include:
 o Is this action consistent with your understanding of Jesus’ teachings?
 o Is this action consistent with the gifts God has provided you?
 o Does this action involve serving God and serving others?
• If we are listening and willing, God will lead us.
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Kid’s Connection Thought Starter
Talk with the children about a fear God helped you overcome as a child. God is always 
with us to help us face our fears.

Daily Prayer for the Series
Consider using this prayer to conclude worship each week and for congregants to pray 
daily throughout this series.
Dear God, lead me. Lead my thoughts and lead my words. Lead my resting and lead my 
activity. Lead me. Amen.

Daily Readings for Week 2
MON • Acts 9:1-9
TUE • Acts 9:10-31
Wed • Judges 6:11-16
THU • Judges 6:36-40
FRI • Judges 7:2-21
SAT • 1 Samuel 17

Music Recommendations | Contemporary
What Would Life Be Like by Big Daddy Weave
Glory in the Highest by Chris Tomlin
Untitled Hymn by Chris Rice
Your Hands by JJ Heller
What a Friend by Delirious
You’re Worthy of My Praise by Jeremy Camp
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Music Recommendations | Blended
This is a Day of New Beginnings UMH 383
I Have Decided to Follow Jesus TFWS 2129
Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us UMH 381
Precious Lord, Take My Hand UMH 474
Move Me UMH 471
Have Thine Own Way, Lord UMH 382

Suggested Video
Michael Cole | https://vimeo.com/album/4951338
Michael experienced the call to ministry when he was at his lowest – addicted to 
drugs. Michael tells the story of God’s victory in his life and how his experiences have 
allowed him to lead others out of addiction and relate to the community he pastors as 
a lay servant.

Small Group Discussion Starters
Read Acts 9:10-20 & Acts 22:6-16
• What impresses you about the story of Ananias?
• When has God unexpectedly directed you to step out in faith? How did you respond?
• How do you listen for God? How do you discern if the direction you are receiving is 
from God?
• What is a fear you have faced?
• When have you had a situation when you were the “Ananias” character who 
encouraged someone else?
• Who are you seeking to mentor or encourage?
• Who has been an “Ananias” for you?


