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WORSHIP RESOURCE | WEEK 1

Sermon Title | Following Christ
Scripture | Luke 22:24-27 Common English Bible (Jesus said, “I am among you as one 
who serves.”)
Desired Outcome | Congregants will consider how our attitudes, behaviors and daily 
choices reflect Christ’s leadership.
Freed From/To | Christ frees us from the misconception that leadership involves status and 
prestige. A willingness to serve is what frees us to lead.

Worship Promo for Week 1
Whether or not you view yourself as a leader, each of us has the opportunity to exercise 
spiritual leadership. During this series, we’ll explore what it means to follow the servant 
leadership style Jesus demonstrated and how we can break free from some of the 
obstacles that impede vital leadership.

Sermon Building Key Points
• It’s healthy for us to be continually learning and growing.
• When we choose to follow Jesus, we seek to emulate his leadership style.
• How do our daily choices reflect that we not only have crossed the threshold of faith, 
but that Christ is leading our lives?
• How are our attitudes and behaviors being shaped by Christ’s leadership?
• The graphic for this series includes the symbol of a fish; according to tradition, when 
early Christians were facing persecution they used the symbol of the fish to subtly mark 
their meeting places, or as they met a stranger on the road a person might draw one arc 
of a simple fish outline in the dirt. If the stranger completed the other arc, each knew the 
other was a fellow Christ follower.
• The evidence we are allowing Christ to lead us comes not only from public expressions 
like praying out loud, wearing Christian symbols or displaying a bumper sticker. It also 
comes from the ways we express love to those we find difficult to love and to the ways we 
serve – especially the way we treat strangers.
• Like the first disciples, we can confuse leadership with status or prestige – Jesus modeled 
leading through humble service.
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Kid’s Connection Thought Starter
Ask the children to form a line. After they are in a line facing you, tell them the person at 
the end is going to be the leader. Reverse the direction of the line and have the children 
follow the new leader around the room. Have the children sit down and read them the 
scripture. Say, “Did you know that a person who chooses to go to the back of the line 
might actually be the leader? How can that be? Jesus showed us that serving others is the 
way we follow his example of leadership.”

Daily Prayer for the Series 
Consider using this prayer to conclude worship each week and for congregants to pray 
daily throughout this series.
Dear God, lead me. Lead my thoughts and lead my words. Lead my resting and lead my 
activity. Lead me. Amen.

Prayer to Conclude Sermon or Worship
Wesley’s Covenant Prayer BOW 291
Let me be your servant, under your command.
I will no longer be my own.
I will give up myself to your will in all things.
Lord, make me what you will.
I put myself fully into your hands:
Put me to doing, put me to suffering, 
Let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you, 
Let me be full, let me be empty,
Let me have all things, let me have nothing.
I freely and with a willing heart
Give it all to your pleasure and disposal.
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Additional Prayer for This or Subsequent Weeks
Sarum Blessing BOW 566
God be in your head, and in your understanding.
God be in your eyes, and in your looking.
God be in your mouth, and in your speaking.
God be in your heart, and in your thinking.
God be in your end, and at your departing.

Daily Readings for Week 1
MON • John 3:1-21
TUE • Luke 9:23-27
WED • Luke 14:27-30
THU • Matthew 5:1-12
FRI • Luke 19:1-10
SAT • Luke 18:35-43

Music Recommendations | Contemporary
Born Again by Third Day
Amazed by Kutless
We Give You Glory by Jeremy Camp
Come to Jesus by Mindy Smith
All I Need is You by Hillsong
One Thing Remains by Passion
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Music Recommendations | Blended
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross UMH 298
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name UMH 155
Seek Ye First UMH 405
What Wondrous Love is This UMH 292
Lamb of God TFWS 2113
To God Be the Glory UMH 98

Suggested Video
Lori Bruens | https://vimeo.com/album/4951338
Lori articulates the call we all have on our lives and explores what the lay call means. 
She speaks extensively about her lay leadership role in her church and how she helped 
with the Healthy Church Initiative process at Harrisonville UMC. She reminds us that to be 
centered and effective leaders, we must return to God’s word again and again to be filled.

Small Group Discussion Starters
Read Luke 22:24-27 & John 13:12-15
• Do you consider yourself to be a leader? Why/Why not?
• What kind of leader was Jesus?
• Who do you follow?
• What are some things you do to acknowledge Jesus’ leadership in your life?
• What challenges you about the concept of “servant” leadership?
• What does Jesus’ style of servant leadership look like as you express it at your job, 
school, in your family, through your friendships?
• How is the choice not to gossip about a co-worker or classmate or to offer mercy rather 
than revenge an act of leadership?


