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Week 1 | Following Christ

Luke 22:24-27 Common English Bible
24 An argument broke out among the disciples over which one of them should be 
regarded as the greatest. 25 But Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles rule over 
their subjects, and those in authority over them are called ‘friends of the people.’ 26 But 
that’s not the way it will be with you. Instead, the greatest among you must become like 
a person of lower status and the leader like a servant. 27 So which one is greater, the 
one who is seated at the table or the one who serves at the table? Isn’t it the one who is 
seated at the table? But I am among you as one who serves.

Week 2 | An Unexpected Role

Acts 9:10-20 Common English Bible
10 In Damascus there was a certain disciple named Ananias. The Lord spoke to him 
in a vision, “Ananias!” He answered, “Yes, Lord.” 11 The Lord instructed him, “Go 
to Judas’ house on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul. He is 
praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias enter and put his hands 
on him to restore his sight.” 13 Ananias countered, “Lord, I have heard many reports 
about this man. People say he has done horrible things to your holy people in Jerusalem. 
14 He’s here with authority from the chief priests to arrest everyone who calls on your 
name.” 15 The Lord replied, “Go! This man is the agent I have chosen to carry my name 
before Gentiles, kings, and Israelites. 16 I will show him how much he must suffer for 
the sake of my name.” 17 Ananias went to the house. He placed his hands on Saul and 
said, “Brother Saul, the Lord sent me—Jesus, who appeared to you on the way as you 
were coming here. He sent me so that you could see again and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit.” 18 Instantly, flakes fell from Saul’s eyes and he could see again. He got up and 
was baptized. 19 After eating, he regained his strength. He stayed with the disciples 
in Damascus for several days. 20 Right away, he began to preach about Jesus in the 
synagogues. “He is God’s Son,” he declared.
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Week 3 | Fueled by the Spirit

Acts 2:1-21 Common English Bible or 1 Corinthians 12:7 The Message
When Pentecost Day arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound 
from heaven like the howling of a fierce wind filled the entire house where they were 
sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be individual flames of fire alighting on each one of 
them. 4 They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages 
as the Spirit enabled them to speak. 5 There were pious Jews from every nation under 
heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd gathered. They were 
mystified because everyone heard them speaking in their native languages. 7 They were 
surprised and amazed, saying, “Look, aren’t all the people who are speaking Galileans, 
every one of them? 8 How then can each of us hear them speaking in our native 
language? 9 Parthians, Medes, and Elamites; as well as residents of Mesopotamia, 
Judea, and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 
regions of Libya bordering Cyrene; and visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to 
Judaism), 11 Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the mighty works of God in 
our own languages!” 12 They were all surprised and bewildered. Some asked each 
other, “What does this mean?” 13 Others jeered at them, saying, “They’re full of new 
wine!” 14 Peter stood with the other eleven apostles. He raised his voice and declared, 
“Judeans and everyone living in Jerusalem! Know this! Listen carefully to my words! 15 
These people aren’t drunk, as you suspect; after all, it’s only nine o’clock in the morning! 
16 Rather, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 17 In the last days, God 
says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your 
young will see visions. Your elders will dream dreams. 18 Even upon my servants, men 
and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. 19 I will 
cause wonders to occur in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood and 
fire and a cloud of smoke. 20 The sun will be changed into darkness, and the moon will 
be changed into blood, before the great and spectacular day of the Lord comes. 21 And 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.

1 Corinthians 12:7 The Message
Each person is given something to do that shows who God is: Everyone gets in on it, 
everyone benefits.
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Week 4 | Just in Time Leadership

Esther 4:14-17 New Revised Standard Version
14 For if you keep silence at such a time as this, relief and deliverance will rise for the 
Jews from another quarter, but you and your father’s family will perish. Who knows? 
Perhaps you have come to royal dignity for just such a time as this.” 15 Then Esther said 
in reply to Mordecai, 16 “Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on 
my behalf, and neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day. I and my maids will also 
fast as you do. After that I will go to the king, though it is against the law; and if I perish, 
I perish.” 17 Mordecai then went away and did everything as Esther had ordered him.

Week 5 | Self-Leadership

Jeremiah 29:11 Common English Bible
11 I know the plans I have in mind for you, declares the Lord; they are plans for peace, 
not disaster, to give you a future filled with hope.

Bonus | Following Christ in My Life

Joshua 24:15 New International Version 
15 But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day 
whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or 
the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, 
we will serve the Lord.”

Ephesians 5:1-2 The Message
1-2 Watch what God does, and then you do it, like children who learn proper behavior 
from their parents. Mostly what God does is love you. Keep company with him and learn 
a life of love. Observe how Christ loved us. His love was not cautious but extravagant. 
He didn’t love in order to get something from us but to give everything of himself to us. 
Love like that.


