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By Fred Koenig
Thirty years ago, Bob Farr and Ron 

Watts were on the stage at the ordination 
service, both of them being ordained elder. 
Now Bishop Bob Farr is the one doing the 
ordaining, and Rev. Ron Watts was the 
preacher for the sacred service of ordina-
tion on Saturday night.  

Watts started La Croix in 1988 in Cape 
Girardeau with one family. When they 
were big enough their house of worship 
was a rented movie theater. A church was 
built in 1995, and has been added onto 
four times. The church now averages 2,200 
in worship attendance. 

This was mentioned in Watts’ intro-
duction, but nothing about growing a 
great big church came up in his sermon. 
Rather, his sermon went the other way- 
talking about greatness and how we as a 
society get it wrong. He told how Forbes 
magazine will run annual list of the top 
celebrities, based on their wealth, or the 

most powerful people in the world, based 
on their political offices or positions of 
influence. He told the ordinands that they 
probably wouldn’t make it on one of the 
Forbes magazine lists. 

“That is OK. Jesus calls you to be great,” 
he said. 

He went on to say how the temptation 
to want to be recognized is very real, and 
it came up several times with the 12 dis-
ciples. He referred to the scripture of Mark 
10, where James and John were jockeying 
for positions of authority and favor and 
with Jesus. 

Their request for privilege positions 
and the arguments that ensued led to Jesus 
explaining to them how the first would be 
last and the last would be first in the king-
dom of heaven. 

“When something kind of stupid would 
happen Jesus would use it as a teaching 
moment,” Watts said. 

Watts gave examples of greatness that 

inspire him, from within his own church. 
There is the couple that started a cleaning 
company who try to provide employment 
to single mothers, the Mary Kay lady that 
does nails and hair at the shelter to help 
women prepare for job interviews, the 
husband who overcame his squeamishness 
to provide wound care on a daily basis 
to his wife for several months and the 
woman who has poured herself into her 
role as a hospice nurse and inspired others 
to do the same. 

He turned to the ordinands and told 
them that were about to be ordained into 
Christian ministry, but they were also 
being received into a covenant community. 

“We thrive in community,” he said. “We 
shrivel up and die when it becomes about 
us and what we’re going to get. That brings 
jealousy and envy.” 

When he looks back on his own early 
years, he realizes now that he was more 

Ordained into ministry, covenant community

Dotson: Turn the World Upside Down
By Susan Sneed

 Rev. Junius Dotson, General Secretary, 
Discipleship Ministries continued his 
teaching hour with a rousing worship 
service intended to “Turn the World 
Upside Down.” The service music was 
provided and led by the 50 plus member 
choir from Manchester UMC/GC under 
the direction of their music director and 
the Conference’s Worship Curator, Mr. 
Kevin McBeth. The service was full of the 
hymns that are United Methodist stan-
dards, such as “Christ the Lord is Risen 
Today” and “Lift Every Voice and Sing”. 

Rev. Dotson is the General Secretary 
of Discipleship Ministries of the United 
Methodist Church is noted not only 
for his compelling teacher of effective 
Discipleship but for taking a small Kansas 
church, St. Mark’s and growing it into a 
3500 member, multi-campus church. He 
has brought a new vision to the office of 

Discipleship Ministries and it is expected 
that this fresh new vision will greatly ben-
efit the entire UMC. 

Scripture for the sermon was Acts 
17:1-10, read by Adriene Denson, North 
Hills/GC. It told the story of Paul and 
Silas teaching the suffering and resur-
rection of Jesus in the house of Jason 
and the attack of the unbelievers on that 
house. The claim was that these Jesus 
people were ‘turning the world upside 
down.’ Despite moving on to another 
town, they continued to preach and 
upend the next community. 

Rev. Dotson opened his sermon with 
praise, praying for the opening hearts of 
the people. He looked at the story of Paul 
and Silas as examples of how we should 
approach disciple-making in our own 
times. Two itinerate preachers with no 
formal seminary training, no congrega-
tional development teaching, no confer-

ence grant…just what they had on their 
back and still accused of turning the world 
upside down. How?

Rev. Dotson urged the conference to 
turn to the book of Acts and see what the 
Church should look like. It teaches what 
Jesus continued to do in his spiritual body, 
known as the Church. 

“When I look at today’s headlines I see 
a world that needs to be shaken up again,” 
he said. “The New Jim Crow is reengaging 
the war on drugs and I see the privatiza-
tion of the prison system that will mostly 
impact our people of color. If there was 
ever a time for the people of God to lean 
into our prophetic witness, it is for such a 
time as this.”

Rev. Dotson said that there are some 
church ministering in economic distressed 
areas, with no real resources, but urged 
those congregations to remember Paul and 
Silas. 
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By Lydia Istomina
The presented video introduced the 

attendees to a 10-year old Grant Skelton, 
who believes that his ministry to fund 
raise the money to help the poor is “pretty 
successful.” He started his ministry with 
$50 that his grandparents gave him. 
“When I help somebody I understand how 
God feels when God helps people. I want 
to keep going.” He has raised $10,000.

Bishop Farr greeted Grant Skelton and 
introduced Jeff Baker as a new director of 
the Office of Next Generations.

Ron Watts explained how two paral-
lel tracks gave life to Next Generations 
as a more substantial program. He also 

shared about camping ministries as the 
new dimension across the state. We expect 
3000 students in different locations this 
year.

Jeff Baker expressed how excited he is 
to be in this new role. The last three years 
we initiated many new changes; we are 
trying new things and new ideas and cre-
ate new ways to do ministry with children 
and young adults. Next Generations is all 
about finding new opportunities for young 
adults to serve Christ.

Next Generations is our best chance, 
Baker said, to reach those in rural and 
urban areas, rich or poor, whom we do 
not reach now because we simply do not 

see them.
Lastly, he said, if you have the oppor-

tunity to change the world, start with 
children, youth and young adults near you 
because they are our next generation.

“Look at Grant Skelton! He is only ten 
years old, but he is not waiting to get older 
to find his opportunities to serve. He is 
doing ministry right now. Take time to go 
to a baseball game with kids and youth 
from your church and your community. 
Be where they are. Support them. Most 
importantly, get to know them.”

Baker believes that children and youth 
look for opportunities to serve. We are 
here to inspire God’s children!

By Jennifer Simms and Susan Sneed
 Roger Ross, newly named the Director 

of Congregational Excellence for the 
Missouri Annual Conference, received 
a warm welcome Saturday afternoon as 
approximately 250 clergy and laity attend-
ed is workshop, “Meet the Goodpeople: 
Wesley’s 7 Ways to Share Faith.”

Ross defines “Goodpeople” as people 
who do all the right things (pay their bills, 
don’t commit crimes, mow the neighbor’s 
lawn) but don’t have a personal relation-
ship with God. They often feel a void, a 
“something missing” in their life, but aren’t 
sure what the missing piece is.

These people are in every community, 
as is evidenced by the fact that the U.S. is 
now considered the third-largest mission 
field in the world. Ross share personal 
stories from his career as pastor of both 
an established church and a church plant, 
reaching the unchurched and growing 

communities of faith.
Ross challenged attendees who some-

times feel their church is stuck to con-
sider an important question: “To get a 
new result, what new prayer do I need to 
pray?”

Rev Chris Snyder, Lake Lotawana 
UMC, was motivated to buy Ross’ book  
after attending the workshop. “Hearing 
his passion and Wesleyan influence was 
encouraging. I look forward to hearing 
more from him and working with him in 
the future.”

In brief, the seven ways are: 
1. Be devoted to prayer: “…the grand 

means of drawing near to God.” 
2. Go where the people are: Wesley 

didn’t wait for people to walk in 
the door; he went to them no mat-
ter where. 

3. Speak plain truth: Use everyday 
language with everyday people, 

despite all the $3 words you may 
know.

4. Use the music of the culture: If it 
doesn’t touch people’s hearts, they 
won’t hear God. Make music for 
the people who ARE NOT there. 

5. Place everyone in a small group for 
spiritual growth: Intentional sup-
port and encouragement happens 
easier in the intimacy of a space 
group. It can provide an on-going 
awakening and a spiritual family.

6. Give the ministry to the laity: 
Wesley took his mother’s advice. 
When the laity oversees the minis-
try, they have real ownership in it 
and it multiples. 

7. Use mass communication to get 
the word out: Wesley prolifically 
used what he had….the printing 
press. Learn to use social media 
and other digital tools effectively. 

Wesley’s Seven Ways to Share Faith

Office of Next Generations: Inspiring God’s Children

By Pam Ekey
“You can do anything that The 

Gathering or Church of the Resurrection 
does, but you do it on a smaller scale,” said 
Margie Briggs. Ministry in a small church 
can flourish. “I have a passion for the small 
church. I want it to live forever,” she added.

Briggs is a certified lay pastor serving 
two small churches, Calhoun and Drake’s 

Chapel United Methodist Churches. 
She pointed out that laity can step 

in to lead small churches where it is not 
possible to appoint an elder or a part-time 
local pastor. The solution to providing 
pastoral leadership at many small churches 
will come from the laity.

She shared some of the experiences she 
wrote about in her recent book, “Can You 
Just Get Them Through Until Christmas?” 
She said then-district superintendent 
Cody Collier asked her to serve the two 
small churches after the pastor appointed 

there died. It was supposed to be a short-
term assignment, but then he extended it 
to Annual Conference. Then Collier said 
the churches had asked her to stay on.

Both churches had dwindled to just a 
few in worship when Briggs started, but 
now each is worshiping about 40. A key to 
growth was to get out of the church and 
get into the community. She said not every 
outreach effort was successful, but when 
they were not, they tried something else.

You don’t have to be a big church to do mission
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El Dorado Springs Shares 10 Steps to Growth
By Pam Ekey

Jeremy Vickers and Kevin McNeely, 
pastors at Grace United Methodist at Lees 
Summit and El Dorado Springs, shared 
how a satellite relationship can be success-
ful even when the two churches are over 
90 miles apart. In the Saturday afternoon 
workshop for churches with less than 100 
in worship they explained how a small 

church with only 11 people could grow 
to 80 in worship in just two years. They 
provided 10 steps that were successful for 
the Lees Summit-El Dorado Springs col-
laboration:

 1. The church should know its purpose 
2. Have a supportive church board
3. Know the context for that location 
4. Worship is our primary purpose

5. Focus on missions 
6 Small Groups
7. Invite People to Church
8. Follow up
9. Be outwardly focused
10. The pastor is “in” the community

Rev. Kim Jenne, Director of 
Connectional Ministries presented a video 
highlighting the Conferences awards to 
laity and clergy, “honoring the ordinary 
saints among us.”  The awards were pre-
sented in a banquet April 19 in Columbia. 

Awardees include: 
The Unity Award: Rev. Russell Ewell, 

Village Church/GC
Denman Evangelical Award/Laity: 

David Myers, New Salem/SE
Denman Evangelical Award/Clergy: 

Rev.  Rob Barringer, LifeSong/Ozarks
Robert & Martha Marble Mission 

Award: Rev. Mel and Barbara West
One Matters Discipleship Award: 

Grundy Center UMC/MT

Annual awards presented pre-conference

By: Sarah Dumas
A sunny, June afternoon didn’t stop the 

fun with Next Generation camping staff as 
they set up equipment from Spark mini-
mobile camp. This gave the conference an 
opportunity to see exactly what it means 
to have a mobile camp come to their indi-
vidual church. 

The exciting demonstration included 
bungee-trampolines, rock wall, inflatable 
obstacle course and Gaga ball. As kids 
bounced between each activity, it was clear 
that the camping ministry is alive as ever. 

“It’s a great opportunity for them to 
get a good feel; to see, experience, touch 
all the things we’re going to be doing this 
summer. They will be able to go back to 
their church and share our new ideas on 

how to do camp ministries at the local 
church,” said Jeff Baker, Director of Next 
Generation Ministries.

After the vote a few years ago to close 
the Conference owned campgrounds, 
there was concern that kids wouldn’t have 
a place to go and the benefits and memo-
ries made at summer camp would become 
a thing of the past. But this has since 
been proven wrong with nearly double 
the numbers of campers enrolled at mini-
mobile, mobile and core camps. 

Ignite mobile camps and Spark mini-
mobile camps offer a more accessible 
camp experience while supporting the 
local United Methodist Church. Campers 
are guaranteed to return home each eve-
ning physically exhausted from all the 

fun they’ll experience with the mobile 
camps’ games and equipment, but men-
tally refreshed by the lessons of God’s love 
they’ll see exemplified in each activity.

Infuse Core Camps offer the tradi-
tional summer camp experience at a 
variety of campgrounds around Missouri. 
Disconnecting from the chaotic world for 
a week will enable campers to focus on 
nature, friends and their relationship with 
the Lord. Each Core Camp offers a differ-
ent mission, so directors can specialize on 
a topic that will connect to their campers.

For more information on Next 
Generation Ministries camping visit www.
nextgencamps.org.  

Conference gets a preview of summer camps

By Lydia Istomina
The Missouri United Methodist 

Foundation is a valuable resource for 
local churches and individuals through-
out Missouri. Foundation Director David 
Atkins invited the attendees to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of the Missouri 
United Methodist Foundation. Local 
congregations and ministries are a part of 
the story of generosity and love of God. 
Yes, the Foundation gives an opportunity 
to invest wisely and safely, but it is much 
more than an investment opportunity. 

This is a partnership that makes churches 
strong. Churches find support to do effec-
tive ministry because the agency provides 
backup services and ministry grants to 
churches to reduce stress on clergy and to 
serve as a valuable tool to build long-term 
financial ministries. 

“We do new things to bring more dis-
ciples for the transformation,” said Atkins, 
who shared the history of the Foundation 
with the delegates and thanked many gen-
erous donors. 

The UM Foundation continues build-

ing the beloved communities in their pas-
sion for serving God and strengthening 
their commitment to Jesus Christ. Thanks 
to foundation, many churches were able 
to double their donations to support local 
programs.

The Missouri United Methodist 
Foundation proposes  seminars and work-
shops on various giving arrangements and 
grace-filled programs.

Atkins invited lay leaders and pastors 
to stop at the table to learn about available 
resources and meet the staff and leaders.

Foundation celebrates 50 years of service to Methodists
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Ordination continued from page 1A

Learn + Lead
The Center for Congregational 

Excellence recently launched a new 
Congregational Excellence webinar series, 
Learn + Lead, co-sponsored with Path 1 
in May. This webinar series features pas-
tors, church planters, and lay leaders from 
churches of all sizes who will share their 
stories of growth and provide tools for use 
in congregations of all sizes. We expect 
this series to reach beyond our annual 
conference.

Praying Our Way 
Forward

The Praying our Way Forward initia-
tive invites the whole Church in the work 
of immersing the Commission’s efforts in 
prayer. The Missouri Annual Conference 
has identified the week of September 
17-23 to come together in prayer. All 
Missouri Methodists are invited to partici-
pate through three ways:

1. There will be an online sign-up for 
hourly prayer throughout the week for all 
United Methodists in Missouri.

2. There will be daily, guided medita-
tions via Facebook Live to help you start 
each day in prayer.

3. And, thirdly, there will be liturgical 
resources for local churches to participate 
including daily scripture readings, model 
prayers and worship resources for the 
Sundays on either side of our dedicated 
week.

Annual Conference 
2018

The 16th Session of the Missouri 
Annual Conference will be June 8-10, 
2018 in Springfield, MO. The theme 
of next year’s conference will be 
FREED2LEAD and will focus on leader-
ship. This moves the Conference session 
to three days from four. There will be 
an optional Pre-Conference Institute on 
Thurs., June 7 on “Leading through Fierce 
Conversations” with pre-registration 
required and a Thurs., June 7 evening 
workshop session on practical leadership 
in the local church facilitated by lay and 
clergy leaders.

Lay Servant Ministries
Lay Servant Ministry continues to 

work towards implementing changes that 
result from General Conference 2016. If 
you are looking for Lay Servant train-
ings some will be scheduled by this fall. 
When they are scheduled they will be 
posted to the Conference website at visit 
the calendar on the conference website 
at http://www.moumethodist.org/events. 

Everyone is Called to 
Ministry

God calls all of us to ministry. Explore 
how you can use your gifts and talents. 
District Lay Leaders are resources for 
local churches and lay leaders. Contact 
information for district lay leaders can be 
found on the conference website under 
laity leadership. Go to http://www.mou-
methodist.org/layministryteam.  

Talking Points: Some Take-Home Highlights

competitive with people in his covenant 
community, rather than helpful. He has 
a different perspective now, trying to be 
helpful, but also receiving much help. He 
is in a covenant group with fellow pas-
tors Mike Wondell, David Israel and Fred 
Leist that he values greatly. He recently 
visited his friend Jim Preisig, pastor of 
The Summit church Lee’s Summit, a fellow 
member of a covenant group of pastors of 
like-sized churches. 

“It was a Monday, probably not a good 
day for a pastor to be visiting, and Jim say 
crisis in my eyes, and spoke courage into 
my heart,” Watts said. “I left there saying, 
‘I can make it.’”

Watts mentioned that looming before 
everyone is February of 2019, when a 
special session of General Conference will 

address issues of human sexuality in the 
Book of Discipline. Some fear the issues 
could result in church division. 

“I don’t know what’s going to happen, 
but I know that through it I’m going to 
walk arm and arm with my brothers and 
sisters in my covenant community,” he 
said. 

Following Watt’s sermon, Bishop Farr 
examined each group of candidates for 
ordination, and laid hands on them as 
they were ordained. Deacons are called by 
God to a lifetime of ministry of word, ser-
vice, compassion and justice. There per-
sons lead the church in relating the life of 
Christians to their ministries in the world, 
interrelating worship in the gathered 
community and service to God. Those 
ordained deacon were Winter DeGraaf 

Hamilton and Hank Allen Jenkins. 
Elders are called to a lifetime ministry 

of service, word, sacrament and order. 
Servanthood is expressed by leading 
worship and prayer, administering sacra-
ments, exercising pastoral supervision 
and leading the church in mission to the 
world. Those ordained elders were Shelia 
N. Bouie-Sledge, Michael Warren Cassidy, 
Donna Lea Clark Fuller, Stephen George, 
Matthew Perry Kerner, Cheree Trent 
Mills, Laura Murphy, and Norma Alicia 
Hickman De Villagrana. 

Clergy from another denomination 
may have their orders recognized and be 
received as full members of the United 
Methodist connection. Those whose 
orders were recognized were Jim Day, 
Kathryn C. Nix and Brian Smith. 


