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Our Purpose 
The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a  

community of women whose PURPOSE is to know God  

and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ;  

to develop a creative, supportive fellowship;  

and to expand concepts of mission  

through participation in the global ministries of the church. 
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Important Dates  

 

Sep 5 ........... Deadline to Register for Annual  

 Meeting 

Sep 29-30 .... Annual Meeting, Lebanon 

Oct 7 ........... Southwest District Fall Meeting,  

 Central Community UMC, Shell Knob 

Nov 1 ........... Local Unit Officer Listings due to Pat 

 Sample (Secretary) 

Nov 25 ......... Articles Due for December Signal  

December ... LOTS of reports due to Conference  

 Officers and District Offices.  More  

 details in the next issue of the  

 Southwest Signal.   

 



President 

Are you ready for crisp, fall days?  Are you wondering where 

summer went?  If your answer is yes to both these questions, 

you are in a majority!  Seemingly fall is when we rev back up 

from those laid-back days and become serious about meeting 

our goals.  

Many of you are working on fall bazaars and other fund-

raising events to help meet your pledge to the district.  Your 

district mission team has also worked hard to be good stew-

ards of your money while supporting missions throughout the 

state and world.  Without the financial support of each person in each unit, the goals of 

UMW could not be met.   

We are “a community of women whose purpose is to know God and …to expand concepts 

of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.”  Your pledge is 

vital! 

And what about knowing God? Didn’t you feel awe-struck and relish in the power of our 

God and the universe He created when you witnessed the eclipse?  Spectacular.  My sis-

ter traveled to St. Joseph to witness this event.  She reported that the total eclipse was 

very spiritual!  She felt closer to God by witnessing His mighty handiwork.  We know 

His marvelous world is all around us every day, but sometimes it takes the extraordi-

nary to make us stop and truly appreciate what we see daily.  We understand why we 

are called to be good stewards of this earth. 

“Be still and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in 

the earth.” Psalm 46:10 

 

Get Your UMW Kicks on Route 66 

Come on down or across or up to Lebanon, Sept. 29-30 for the United Methodist Women 

Annual Meeting and Officers Training.  It is time to “get your UMW kicks on Route 66.” 

Registration is due by Sept. 5 to Joann Peck, 306 N. Lee St, 

Buckner, MO 64016. 

Friday night will feature a fun-filled “talent” show followed 

by officer training.  The “main” meeting kicks off on Satur-

day with 8 a.m. gathering followed by the 9 a.m. meeting.  

Keynote speaker is Karen B. Traylor-Adolph, a family sup-

port specialist and coordinator of MO GRANDfamily Coali-

tion. 

See the registration form and info sheet on pages 18 and 19 of this newsletter. 
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Jane Baker 

513 W College St 

Aurora, MO  65605 

bjbaker513@hotmail.com 

417-678-5204 (home) 

417-838-6934 (cell) 
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Fall District Meeting 
 

Who:  YOU ARE INVITED! 

What:  Southwest District Fall Meeting 

When: Oct. 7, 2017 

Where: Central Community United Methodist Church, Shell Knob, MO 

Why:  “to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; 

to develop a creative, supportive fellowship…” 

 

Details:  Registration begins at 10 a.m. with the meeting beginning at 

10:30.  All Faith in Eagle Rock will provide morning refreshments.  

Lunch will be served.  Call Nora Castleman, 29039 Nottinghill Dr, Shell 

Knob, MO 65747 by Sept. 29 with your reservation.  The $5 lunch fee 

may be sent before that day or be paid at the door. Let her know if you 

will need child care that day. 

 

The program will consist of information about and a fashion show 

from the Thrifty Closet, a ministry of the Shell Knob church.  Also, you 

won’t want to miss a special presentation from Rena Crisp, district li-

brarian!  She has recruited others to help her have fun. 

 

Watch for more information concerning the in-gathering. 
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Education and Interpretation        
Coordinator 

I hope you are enjoying your summer. I am looking forward 

to seeing everyone at our Fall District Meeting on October 1st 

in Shell Knob! 

Remember to keep working on your Mission Today Goals and 

if you have any questions you can call me at 660-832-4435 or 

email me at jfbartlett@ckt.net. 

I hope you are reading and discussing the many good articles 

that are in the Response magazine. By doing this you are fulfilling one of your goals. 

 

District Officer Reports 

 

 

 

 

Carol Bartlett 

8534 SW County Rd 3508 

Rich Hill, MO  64779 

jfbartlett@ckt.net 

660-832-4435 

Hello, hope this finds you all well.  I am feeling much better 

most of the time.  Red has multiple respiratory problems 

with the humidity being high.  He even needs his O2 in the 

house.  Keep us in your prayers.   

I have to again get on my soapbox about social action is-

sues.  We as an organization are influenced by our associates 

who fight for the rights of women, children and youth. Each 

of us has a responsibility to uphold their rights when they 

are not able to do so for themselves.  I again encourage you 

to use the UMW website to research our goals for the areas of concerns con-

cerning our charges.  I have very strong feelings for those being unjustly 

treated.  Please continue to search your community for those in need. Prayer warriors 

are just as important as those who actually do physical activities.  Prayer changes any-

thing and everything. 

I am always available for questions or to help with projects 

In God's Amazing Arms 

Charleen K.Wilkinson 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Charleen Wilkinson 

92 NW 58th Ln 

Lamar, MO  64759 

brandckwilkinson@gmail.com 

417-682-2100 (home) 

417-214-4824 (cell) 

Social Action Coordinator 

 

mailto:jfbartlett@ckt.net
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Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

 Greetings, Ladies.  I know the temperature feels as if we are in 

the midst of summer, but my last shopping excursion brought 

me face to face with Christmas items, so cooler weather MUST 

be on the way.  Enjoy the remainder of summer, and the begin-

nings of fall.  I was browsing on the internet, and borrowed the 

article below from a friend.  

 

I hope to see all of you in Shell Knob. 

 

JoAnne Weiss 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jo Anne Weiss 

9729 Lawrence 2150 

Mt Vernon, MO  65712 

agathac@aol.com 

417-466-2627 (home) 

417-499-0727 (cell) 

 

Some Gentle Thoughts for Today: 

A penny saved is a government oversight. 

The older you get, the tougher it is to lose weight, because by then your body and your 

fat have gotten to be really good friends. 

The easiest way to find something lost around the house is to buy a replacement. 

He who hesitates is probably right. 

Did you ever notice:  The Roman Numerals for forty (40) are XL. 

The sole purpose of a child's middle name is so he can tell when he's really in trouble. 

Did you ever notice:  When you put the two words "The" and "IRS" together it spells 

"Theirs!" 

Ageing:  Eventually you will reach a point when you stop lying about your age and start 

bragging about it. 

Some people try to turn back their odometers.  Not me, I want people to know "why" I 

look this way. 

I've traveled a long way and some of the roads weren't paved. 

When you are dissatisfied and would like to go back to your youth, think of Algebra. 

One of the many things no one tells you about ageing is that it is such a nice change 

from being young. 

Ah, being young is beautiful, but being old is comfortable. 

Lord, keep your arm around my shoulder and your hand over my mouth. 
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Membership Nurture and Outreach 

Ladies, fall is rolling around and it’s time for cooler weather 

(hooray!) and time to think about what we want to accom-

plish in our units before year’s end! I know all membership 

nurture and outreach ladies are thinking about ways to 

make their unit members feel loved and appreciated.  Some-

times we are the recipients of the love and concern and some-

times we are the doers—either way, we are all blessed by the 

results, right? 

Here are a few things to think about (if you aren’t already 

doing them).  Many units have active quilting groups that do 

quilts to raffle, donate to ambulance crews for babies along with a stuffed animal, or 

many other wonderful uses. Some UMW units have started visitation groups that make 

up to 40 calls a month to the homebound. Others have begun a single ladies’ support 

group, or secret pals, start a walking group, volunteer at the food pantries, or my favor-

ite, an XYZ group—that stands for Extra Years of Zest.  They take day tours, some mys-

tery tours and others are regularly planned. What fun! 

Think about ways you might encourage your UMW ladies to become more active  and 

help them feel really special, all at the same time.  Happy fall, y’all! 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephanie Obert 

PO Box 127 

Lockwood, MO  65682 

antique@keinet.net 

417-232-5156 (home) 

417-849-5394 (cell) 
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Nominating Committee Chair 

Here is what we have for the Committee on Nominations Slate 

so far.  It is not complete but we are still working on it and still 

need anyone who feels led to volunteer as a possible nomination 

for Secretary and another for Social Action Coordinator for a 

two year term with the possibility of an additional two years. If 

any of you ladies know of someone that would make a good of-

ficer please call me. 

Nominees  for re-election to another two years: 

President—Jane Baker (Aurora) 

Communications Coordinator—Joann Peck (Eagle Rock) 

Nominees for election for two years:  

Spiritual Growth Coordinator—Kathy Davidson (Lockwood) 

Secretary—To be filled 

Social Action Coordinator—To be filled 

Nominees for Committee on Nominations Class of 2021: 

Tammy Roark (Neosho) 

Pat Sample (Lamar) 

 

 

 

 

Paula Ackerson 

4476 Peace Church Ave 

Joplin, MO  64801 

paula64801@yahoo.com 

417-781-0622 (home) 

417-437-9628 (cell) 

Other Members of Nominating Committee 

 

 

 

 

Joan Longworth 

4855 NW County Rd 5002 

Butler, MO  64730 

660-679-5378 

 

 

 

 

JoAnn Gary 

24382 Green Shores Dr 

Shell Knob, MO  65747 

bjgary0555@att.net 

417-858-0388 

 

 

 

 

 

Betty Mayfield 

210 Locust St 

Lockwood, MO  65682 

417-232-4911 

 

 

 

 

Phyllis Brassfield 

1012 E Poplar St 

Rich Hill, MO  64779 

417-395-4693 

 

 

 

 

Faye McKee 

1130 Belle Air Pl 

Carthage, MO  64836 

faye.mckee@gmail.com 

417-861-6061 (cell) 

 

 

 

 

 

Erica Skouby 

PO Box 235 

Nevada, MO  64772 

ericaskouby@gmail.com 

417-667-7100 (work) 

 

 

 

 

Ruth Neill 

102 Main St 

Lockwood, MO  65682 

jandr1@mchsi.com 

417-232-4215 (home) 

417-839-3149 (cell) 
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Joann Peck 

306 N Lee St 

Buckner, MO 64016  

mjpeck_umw@aol.com 

417-342-0724 

Communications Coordinator 

Seems like every time I write my article I talk about how 

quickly the time is passing.  Well, this article is no differ-

ent.  I don’t know how three months has passed since I was 

last putting the newsletter together.  I guess it’s true that 

time flies when you’re having fun! 

I’m so excited that this issue of The Signal contains nine 

articles from eight different local units within the South-

west District!  That’s over 33% of our local units reporting 

in just one issue!  One of those units—Washburn—is brand 

new!  I don’t know about y’all, but I simply love hearing what other local units have 

been up to.  Thank you, ladies, for submitting your articles.  Please keep them coming! 

I hope that a lot of y’all will be at the Annual Meeting in Lebanon on the 29th and 

30th of September.  I’ll be there, checking in ladies (and a few gentlemen) Friday af-

ternoon and Saturday morning.  If you haven’t already registered, please take a look 

at pages 18 and 19, print out the registration form on page 18, and send it to me.   

The Fall District Meeting is just the following week, and I hope that we fill the pews 

at Central Community United Methodist Church that day!  I’m hoping to be there, too. 

Anyone interested in having a Facebook page devoted to the Southwest District 

UMW?  I’m learning that there is great value in Facebook, and as your Communica-

tions Coordinator, I would be happy to set up a group for us.  Let me know your 

thoughts about this new possible method of communicating.   

Blessings to all as we march on through the year of our Lord 2017.   
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Edith Triplett 

2630 Windsor St 

Joplin, MO  64801 

triplettedith@gmail.com 

417-781-8147 (home) 

417-621-5049 (cell) 

Vice  President  Secretary 

Other 2017 District Officers 

Historian 

 

 

 

 

DeLyce Triplett 

531 S St Louis 

Joplin, MO  64801 

lyce1989@gmail.com 

417-483-0153 

 

Librarian 

 

 

 

 

Pat Sample 

708 E 7th St  

Lamar, MO  64759 

pesample@sbcglobal.net 

417-682-5307 (home) 

417-214-4655 (cell) 

 

 

 

 

Rena Crisp 

1308 E 15th St 

Lamar, MO  64759 

renalamar.80@gmail.com 

417-681-0230 

 

 

 

 

 

Shelli Wiseman 

PO Box 345  

Purdy, MO  65734 

shelli@insspecial.com 

417-442-7825 (work) 

417-489-5312 (cell) 

 

 

 

 

Kitty Scarborough 

18691 S 1300 Rd 

Nevada, MO  64772 

kems75@hotmail.com 

417-667-7494 

 

Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

Bernita Taylor 

PO Box 72 

Lockwood, MO  65682 

taylorfrank@mchsi.com 

417-232-5052 (home) 

417-366-3980 cell) 

Secretary of  
Program  Resources 

Corsage Ribbon  
Coordinator 
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Local Unit News 

 

Shell Knob 

Central Community UMW (Shell Knob) 

We have successfully completed our Dresses for Africa campaign and have mailed 

98 dresses, at last count! We are delighted to report excited interest in this project, 

not only within our unit, but with other ladies in our church and community. Our 

Vice President, Marge Hutson, offered machines and instruction to whomever was 

interested. This was accomplished on Tuesday 

mornings for an extended period of time and 

was held at CCUMC. Much fellowship was 

available and enjoyed! Many dresses were com-

pleted in individual homes, as well. On Mothers’ 

Day most of the congregation came up and laid 

hands on the dresses as Pastor Bill Kenagy 

blessed them according to the children’s needs.   

 

I have married since our district meeting and 

am no longer Nora Grayum, but Nora Cas-

tleman. My email for UMW should be changed 

to noracastleman@gmail.com.  

 

Sincerely,  

Nora Castleman 

UMW President 

CCUMC 

 

mailto:noracastleman@gmail.com
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Washburn UMW Conducts Easter Parade 

The newest UMW unit in the Southwest District is Washburn UMW.  Among their first 

events was the beautiful Easter Parade on Easter Sunday, with the ladies wearing their 

fancy hats. 

 

 

 

Stockton UMW Holds “Undie Sunday”  

On Sunday, July 30, the Stockton UMW held an "Undie Sunday" to benefit Hope House in 

Bolivar. According to the Cedar County Sheriff, abused women and children from our area 

are often helped there.  

We collected more than 80 pairs of panties, 11 packages of sanitary items and Pampers, a 

dozen toothbrushes, toothpaste, 18 bars of bath soap, numerous bottles of shampoo, condi-

tioner, and deodorant. Plus, three large bags of travel-size shampoos, conditioners and lo-

tions! 

Washburn 

Stockton 
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Local Unit News 

 

Marionville 

Marionville UMW Hosts Baby Shower 

Marionville UMW conducted a Baby Shower on May 18 to benefit the Pregnancy Re-

source Center. The picture on the left was taken before the meeting began—Margret 

Nichols and Margaret Bales are in the foreground; behind the two Margarets are 

Jacquelyn Diaz, Rev. Connie Locke, and Charlene Ward.  The other picture shows part 

of the items collected from the church people and people from Ozarks Methodist Manor, 

as well as UMW members.  
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Nevada UMW Announces Mission Bazaar  
Nevada UMW’s Mission Bazaar is scheduled for November 3 and 4. Proceeds from this 

effort fund UMW Mission projects (Red Bird Missions, etc.) and we would love to see 

our "Sisters in Missions" here in November. It is a fun day, set on the same Friday 

evening and Saturday as the Nevada merchants' Christ-

mas Open Houses. Bring a car full of friends, do some 

shopping, have lunch with us and enjoy the day while 

supporting the missions we all know are so important. 

Nevada 
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Carthage 

Carthage UMW Donates Quilts and Afghans 

Several members of the Carthage United Methodist Women met together in May 2017 to 

travel to Children’s Haven in Joplin, MO to donate the comfort quilts and crocheted af-

ghans that were made as part of their recent mission project for the children at the center.  

The ladies were eager to learn about the operations of Children’s Haven and were pleased 

to present the staff with the items made by members of 

the UMW group.   

In addition to these quilts pictured, and additional 

quilt was presented to the new youth pastor and his 

wife for their new son, and another quilt was given to 

the new mother that helps in church office for her son.   

 

Carthage UMW Spring Tea 

March 14th was the annual Carthage UMW Spring Tea.  The theme, “Tea for Two and Two 

for Tea,” surely sang in each member’s mind.  Carolyn Johannes gave the program on tea 

pots and the differences in teas.  Members were invited to taste different teas and eat finger 

foods.  From all the laughter, the event was enjoyed by all attending! 
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Iantha 

Greetings from Iantha UMW 

Each year we honor our graduates with a little gift, but this year we only had one Kinder-

garten graduate! A former member of our unit, Marilyn Coats and her husband Leon were 

celebrating their 70th wedding anniversary so we got them a gift certificate to their favor-

ite eating place and one of our members, Lucille Wolf took them lunch; Lendi Davis, an-

other one of our members took them a daylily plant and planted it for them to enjoy.  Len-

di Davis was our hostess for our June meeting and took us 

on a tour of her daylily garden.  She has 350 different vari-

eties of lilies.  They were 

beautiful and we en-

joyed the tour. 

Our unit was in charge 

of Father’s Day and gave 

out traditional awards as well as a few humorous 

ones.  We prepared a funeral dinner for one of our 

church members who passed away and served about 50 

people.  Everyone is always willing to bring food or 

work where or when you need them. We were very hap-

py and excited to learn our nomination for Woman in 

Missions won!  If you know Faye McKee, you can understand why she was chosen; she is 

very deserving of this honor. Congratulations Faye!  Since we had no hostess for our July 

meeting, we went as a group to Pittsburg Nursing Home and visited with a couple of la-

dies from our community then went out to eat.  Everyone enjoyed the night, and the ladies 

in the nursing home really enjoyed our visit. 

Until next time, keep your light shining! 

 



 

This Space Is Reserved for News from Your Unit! 
 

Submit your article to Joann Peck at  

mjpeck_umw@aol.com  

or 306 N Lee St, Buckner, MO 64016.   

 

We’d love to see an article from all 20 units before the year is out! 
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Local Unit News 

 

 

Rich Hill UMW Has Lots Going On! 
 

We again made breakfast sacks for our Community Bible School. We made 400 

sacks, but we ended up having to make 100 more. Great turn out!   

We are preparing for our Fall UMW Brunch. We invite seven area Methodist 

Churches. Our speakers are from Nevada, and they are going to tell us about “Kits 

for Girls.”  We are looking forward to this wonderful morning of fellowship.  

We are also working on making t-shirt bags to be taken to a church in 

Mexico. These bags can be used for Bibles, school supplies, etc. 

Rich Hill 
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Southwest Signal Trivia Contest 

Results from June 

Faye McKee is the winner of 50 ATTAGIRLS for being the first to provide the correct 

answers to both trivia questions from the June issue of The Southwest Signal. Karen Wil-

son and Erica Skouby both win 20 ATTAGIRLS for correct answers.  Congratulations, 

ladies! 

1. When and where is Mission u to be held?  Answer:  

 Answer:  Mission u was held July 27-30 at Fayette, MO.   

2. What are the names of the Southwest District Presidents (past and present) who at-

tended the Fall 2016 District Meeting? 

 Answer:  From left to right, Faye McKee, Donna Ford, Paula Atkinson, 

      Jane Baker, and Edith Triplett 

 

Questions for September 

1. When and where will the Fall District Meeting be held? 

2. When and where can you get your UMW Kicks?  

Send your responses by email to mjpeck_umw@aol.com or by U.S. Mail to Joann Peck, 

306 N Lee St, Buckner, MO  64016.  The reward for each correct answer is 10 

ATTAGIRLS, and the first correct response received for 

each question will earn an additional 15 ATTAGIRLS.  An-

swers and names of winners will be announced in the next 

issue of The Southwest Signal.   

Did you know that 50 ATTAGIRLS and $1 will buy a medi-

um Dr. Pepper at Sonic during 

Happy Hour from 2—5 PM? 

 

10 
ATTAGIRLS 

15 
ATTAGIRLS 

mailto:mjpeck_umw@aol.com
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Missouri Conference 
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Missouri Conference 



Southwest District of  

Missouri United Methodist Women 

 

Joann Peck 

Communications Coordinator 

306 N Lee St 

Buckner, MO  64016 

Let the countryside and everything in it rejoice!  Then all the trees of the 

forest too will shout out joyfully.  Psalm 96:12 (CEB) 


