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Our Purpose 
The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a  

community of women whose PURPOSE is to know God  

and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ;  

to develop a creative, supportive fellowship;  

and to expand concepts of mission  

through participation in the global ministries of the church. 
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 Important Dates  

Mar 3 & 4 ... Conference Spiritual Growth Retreat,  

 Stoney Creek, Columbia 

Mar 25 ........ Southwest District Spring Meeting,  

 Nevada UMC 

May 25 Articles for September Signal Due 

Jun TBA ..... District Mission Team Meeting 

Jun 1 ........... Woman of the Year Nominations Due 

Jun 9-12 ...... Missouri Annual Conference,  

 Springfield 

Jun 11 ......... Mission Walk #11, Springfield 

Jul 27-30 ..... Mission u, Central Methodist  

 University, Fayette 

Aug 26 ........ Articles for September Signal Due 

Sep 22-23 .... Annual Meeting, Lebanon 

Oct 7 ........... Southwest District Fall Meeting,  

 Central Community UMC, Shell Knob 

Nov 1 ........... Local Unit Officer Listings due to Pat  

 Sample (Secretary) 

Nov TBA .... District Mission Team Meeting 

Nov 25 ......... Articles for December Signal Due 

 

Spring Meeting 

March 25 

See Page 10  



President 

Are you ready? Are your calendars marked?  Time is coming 
quickly to make your reservations for the Spring Southwest Dis-
trict Meeting, hosted by Nevada UMW. Rich Hill UMW will be 
co-host. It promises to be an uplifting and informative day.  You 
won’t want to miss it! Let’s continue to make our voices join as 
one as we work for the welfare of women and children through-
out the world. 

During the lunch will be officer training.  While having all local 
unit officers there would be beneficial, having the local treasurer 

there is extremely important, especially if your unit has a new treasurer. District treasurer 
Kitty Scarborough has information to share. Please encourage your officers to attend (as well 
as all your other members!). 

Another date to keep in mind is Sept. 22-23 when 
the Annual UMW meeting takes place in Lebanon 
(much closer than Kirksville last September!).  The 
Southwest District will co-host the event.  So make 
plans now.  Could your unit pay the registration or 
hotel fees for some of your members?  Registra-
tion won’t be due until early September, so units 
have the summer to plan. Let’s have a good show-
ing from Southwest Missouri! 

With sadness, I must report that we have one less 
unit in the district.  The wonderful ladies in Jasper 
feel they can no longer continue, as health has become an issue for several. Thank you, la-
dies, for all the work you have done throughout the years. 

See you soon, God willing and the creeks don’t rise (or snow fall or the wind blows or…). 

Jane 
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Jane Baker 

513 W College St 

Aurora, MO  65605 

bjbaker513@hotmail.com 

417-678-5204 (home) 

417-838-6934 (cell) 

Nevada 

Lebanon 
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Treasurer  

Hello, 
 
I hope everyone's New Year has started 
well.  I have information about this year's 
Mission Minute.  The total cost will be 
$25.88, $24.38 for the minute and $1.50 for 
postage.  I'm looking forward to seeing you 
all at the Spring District meeting in Neva-
da.  Treasurers, our officer training will cov-
er filling out the remittance forms. 
 
God bless, 
Kitty  

 

 

 

 

Kitty Scarborough 

18691 S 1300 Rd 

Nevada, MO  64772 

kems75@hotmail.com 

417-667-7494 

 

Secretary of Program Resources  

I hope to see all of you at the upcoming Spring Meeting in Neva-

da on March 25, 2017. Come visit my table and pick out a book 

or two to enjoy. If you have any specific needs for date books, 

program books, prayer calendars, etc., please call or e-mail me 

and I will order those for you.   Happy Spring! 

 

Bernita 

 

 

 

 

Bernita Taylor 

PO Box 72 

Lockwood, MO  65682 

taylorfrank@mchsi.com 

417-232-5052 (home) 

417-366-3980 cell) 
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Education and Interpretation        
Coordinator 

I will emphasize The Response magazine and its goals, which 

are to educate for mission, to interpret the PURPOSE of UMW 

and to strengthen the organization. I want to encourage each unit 

to read the Response magazine and to have a response moment 

at each of your meetings. By doing this you are fulfilling one of 

your Mission Today Goals, and it is never too early to start 

marking those items off your list of accomplishments.  

The Southwest Signal newsletter will have information regarding Mission U and the studies 

being presented July27-30 at Fayette MO. I encourage you to attend and if you have never 

attended you might be eligible for an award that would pay all your expenses. 

In the President’s packet, which you will receive at the spring meeting, I will have the Mis-

sion Today Goals list. If I can help you in any way, please feel free to contact me. 

Hope to see everyone March 25th at our Spring Meeting in Nevada. 

District Officer Reports 

 

 

 

 

Carol Bartlett 

8534 SW Co Rd 3508 

Rich Hill, MO  54779 

jfbartlett@ckt.net 

660-832-4435 

This has been a busy time, every day to the ER for antibiotic 

therapy for 6 weeks after 6 weeks in the hospital for bone in-

fection,  hopeful discharge first of March.  I know that I am 

healed because of all of your prayers.  Thank you so much for 

that,  The Social Action Program has been so busy keeping us 

informed about issues affecting women children and 

youth,  We had a successful Super Bowl campaign increasing 

awareness concerning human trafficking,  We are continuing to 

watch what is happening here and around the world to address 

issues of concern for us as United Methodist Women.  

Go to the UMW web site and check out the Social Action website for all the work our wom-

en are doing, Call or leave me a message anytime,  I would be glad to talk to your group 

about social action and help you with any program you are considering.  Hopefully I can 

answer your questions or find you a resource to help, 

God Bless, 

Charleen  

 
 

 

 

 

Charleen Wilkinson 

92 NW 58th Ln 

Lamar, MO  64759 

brandckwilkinson@gmail.com 

417-682-2100 (home) 

417-214-4824 (cell) 

Social Action Coordinator 
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Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

 
Greetings, Ladies: 

What a strange February we have had!  I am still waiting for a LIT-

TLE snow, but temperatures have hit record highs.  That's Missouri 

for you, a wide variety of weather, sometimes in the same day. 

Today, I want to talk to you about random acts of kindness.  It had 

been one of those days--rush, rush, rush, and still late, I had gone to 

pick up something I had ordered, got to the store before closing, 

barely, and it had not arrived.  I also stopped by the drugstore to 

pick up a couple of refills, and they would only let me have one.  It was too early, by one day, 

to pick up the other!  I was feeling frustrated, but managed to keep calm enough so I didn't 

snap at any clerks.  I decided I needed a reward for my patience and went to get my favorite 

drink at a local franchise.  I was in the drive-through and the wait seemed especially 

long.  There were cars behind me so I couldn't easily pull out of line and go inside.  I was final-

ly able to order, waited in line again, and reached the window where I could pick up my 

drink.  Someone in front of me had paid for my order!  It wasn't a huge amount, but it did bring 

me joy.  I forgot all about my frustrating afternoon, and I basked in knowledge that this world 

is filled with kind people.  I was able to pay it forward, and I did pay for the car behind me.  As 

I drove off, I wondered about how many people had done that in line that afternoon.  Perhaps 

that was the reason the line was moving so slowly?  

I got home, and still the thought of that act of kindness made me stop and smile occasionally.  I 

then promised myself that I would keep that feeling going.  I may not buy your lunch at the 

drive through, but I can compliment you on your blouse, or give you a smile, or thank you for 

holding the door for me.  

It is amazing how this has boosted my morale, improved my attitude. I do have a little more 

patience, I do not growl as I read opinions on Facebook that I disagree with.  It doesn't take 

much to brighten someone else's day.  Let's give this a try! 

Jo Anne  

 

 

 

 

Jo Anne Weiss 

9729 Lawrence 2150 

Mt Vernon, MO  65712 

agathac@aol.com 

417-466-2627 (home) 

417-499-0727 (cell) 
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Communications Coordinator 

WOW!  As I’m writing this article, the year is already nearly 

17% gone!  I can’t get over how quickly time flies as we get 

older.  I have said for many years that life is like a roll of toilet 

paper—the closer to the end it is, the more quickly it goes!  I 

don’t know how much more time I have left on this planet, but 

my time is surely flying! 

I’ve been caring for my dad, who has dementia, for over three 

years now, and one thing I’ve never quite gotten used to is how 

often I have to change my scheduled plans in order to meet his 

needs.  Often my plans get changed for me without any communication at all.  Just in the past 

ten days, I’ve had three different issues with the appointments with the same home health 

nurse for my dad.  Her being late one day caused me to be late for my volunteer commitment 

at the Senior Center.  Her not showing up at all a week later caused me to unnecessarily have 

someone stay with my dad so that I could make it to my own physical therapy appointment.  

And she arrived an hour early two days later, after I had already cancelled my appointment so 

I could be present while she was here. Until I found out the reasons, I was thinking that Steph-

anie was very unreliable and irresponsible.  In all three cases, she could have made a quick 

phone call or text and everything would have been fine, but there was no communication at 

all.   

Having said all that, I hope y’all won’t think I’m irresponsible!  I’m making some schedule 

changes that affect some of you.  I have communicated with Jane Baker, who agrees with 

these schedule changes.  And I definitely want to communicate with y’all well in advance so 

you can make adjustments as needed.  The next three issues of The Southwest Signal will be 

published on different dates than originally planned; and this means that the schedule for arti-

cles has been changed as well.  Here are the current plans:  

 June issue—articles due May 25 

 September issue—articles due August 26 

 December issue—articles due November 25 

You’ll notice that everyone’s picture is still the same silhouette as in previous issues.  Maybe, 

just maybe, I’ll get actual pictures in at least one of the next three issues!  Sorry.   

I am planning to be at the Spring District Meeting, and I hope to see a lot of you there.   

Blessings to all,  

Joann 

 

 

 

 

 

Joann Peck 

306 N Lee St 

Buckner, MO 64016  

mjpeck_umw@aol.com 

417-342-0724 
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Nominating Committee Chair 

Hi Everyone, 

Soon we will be having our Southwest District UMW Spring 

Meeting with Officers' Training.  I hope to see several of the Local 

Unit Nominations Ladies there. You may attend as the Chair or 

one of the members of the Committee.  Everyone needs to know 

what is going on with Nominations.  Then right after the Spring 

Meeting it will be time to be thinking about Nominations for the 

next year. And everyone needs to be part of the network in getting 

great officers for all of our units and District.  So, please everyone 

look around at your active woman in your unit that you feel would make a great officer for 

your local unit and for our District.  When you see someone let your Nominations Chair know 

for your local unit and let me know for the District.   

Hope to see you all again on March 25!  Thanks for all that you do . . .  

In His Love,  

Paula  

 

 

 

 

Paula Ackerson 

4476 Peace Church Ave 

Joplin, MO  64801 

paula64801@yahoo.com 

417-781-0622 (home) 

417-437-9628 (cell) 

Other Members of Nominating Committee 

 

 

 

 

Betty Mayfield 

210 Locust St 

Lockwood, MO  65682 

417-232-4911 

 

 

 

 

Joan Longworth 

4855 NW Co Rd 5003 

Butler, MO  64730 

660-679-5378 

 

 

 

 

JoAnn Gary 

24382 Green Shores Dr 

Shell Knob, MO  65747 

bjgary0555@att.net 

417-858-0388 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruth Neill 

102 Main St 

Lockwood, MO  65682 

jandr1@mchsi.com 

417-232-4215 (home) 

417-839-3149 (cell) 

 

 

 

 

Erica Skouby 

PO Box 235 

Nevada, MO  64772 

ericaskouby@gmail.com 

417-667-7100 (work) 

 

 

 

 

Phyllis Brassfield 

1012 E Poplar St 

Rich Hill, MO  64779 

417-395-4693 

 

 

 

 

Faye McKee 

1130 Belle Air Pl 

Carthage, MO  64836 

faye.mckee@gmail.com 

417-861-6061 (cell) 
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Vice  
President  

District Officer Reports 

 

 

 

 

Shelli Wiseman 

PO Box 345  

Purdy, MO  65734 

shelli@insspecial.com 

417-442-7825 (work) 

417-489-5312 (cell) 

 

 

 

 

Stephanie Obert 

PO Box 127 

Lockwood, MO  65682 

antique@keinet.net 

417-232-5156 (home) 

417-849-5394 (cell) 

 

 

 

 

Edith Triplett 

2630 Windsor St 

Joplin, MO  64801 

triplettedith@gmail.com 

417-781-8147 (home) 

417-621-5049 (cell) 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

Pat Sample 

708 E 7th St  

Lamar, MO  64759 

pesample@sbcglobal.net 

417-682-5307 (home) 

417-214-4655 (cell) 

 

Corsage 
(Ribbon)  

Coordinator 

Other 2017 District Officers 

Membership 
Nurture and 

Outreach 

Historian 

 

 

 

 

DeLyce Triplett 

531 S St Louis 

Joplin, MO  64801 

lyce1989@gmail.com 

417-483-0153 

 

 

 

 

 

Rena Crisp 

1308 E 15th St 

Lamar, MO  64759 

renainmo@yahoo.com 

417-681-0230 

 

Librarian 
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This Spot Is Reserved 

This spot is reserved for news from YOUR unit!  Let the rest of the district know what’s 

going on in your neck of the woods.  Pictures are appreciated, but not required.  Just supply 

the information that would let people know who, what, when, where, why, and possibly 

how your unit does what it does. How about it?  Send your information to Joann Peck, 

Communications Coordinator, 306 N Lee St, Buckner, MO 64016, email 

mjpeck_umw@aol.com.   

All Faith UMW Plans 35th Annual  
Spring Luncheon and Style Show 

 

For the 35th consecutive year, the ladies at All Faith UMC in Eagle Rock are planning their Spring 

Luncheon and Style Show.  This is the largest fundraiser that the All Faith UMW conducts during the 

year, and people in the community look forward to it every 

year.   

The theme for this year’s event is “Then and Now.”  The date 

is Saturday, May 6, starting at 11:00 A.M.  The menu will in-

clude foods representing “then” (poor man’s soup and greens) 

and “now” (Texas caviar with assorted crackers and peach ku-

chen), as well as drinks that are timeless. Fashions will be pro-

vided by Dress Barn of Branson. Tickets are $8 and can be re-

served by calling Francie Stewart (417-271-1026) or  Bar-

bara Holmberg (417-342-1205).  Hope to see some of you 

there! 

Eagle Rock 
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Spring District Meeting 
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Standing Rules Amendment  
by Jane Baker, President 

 
Due to an oversight on my part, an amendment to the Standing Rules was inadvertently left 
out of the proposal at the Fall District Meeting.  However, we did not catch that error until 
a month later.  So to rectify the error, the following is proposed: 
 
How by the Standing Rules presently reads: 
Section VI.A.4- Mileage, where applicable, shall be paid at the rate of twenty-five cents 
per mile.  When several persons are traveling together, mileage shall be paid by where per-
sons belong, i.e. local, district or conference. 
 
Proposed change: 
Section VI.A.4- Mileage, where applicable, shall be paid at the rate of thirty cents per mile.  
When several persons are traveling together, mileage shall be paid by where persons be-
long, i.e. local, district or conference. 
 
Also to be approved is that the change be retroactive to October 2016.  In 2016 the Confer-
ence approved the change to its Standing Rules to thirty cents.  The Southwest District Mis-
sion Team also proposed to change this, but the proposal was left off the “ballot” when we 
voted last October at the District Meeting.  However, since that time, team members have 
incurred travel and were paid at the thirty cent rate.  We did not discover the error until lat-
er! 
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Southwest Signal Trivia Contest 

Results from December 

There were no correct answers submitted from the December issue, so no ATTAGIRLS 

were awarded.   

1. What are the names and offices of the new members of the 2017 District Mission 

Team?  Answer:   New members of the 2017 District Mission Team include Kitty 

Scarborough (Treasurer) and Carol Bartlett (Education & Interpretation Coordinator).   

2. At least one person was a member of the 2016 District Mission Team, but will serve 

on the 2017 District Mission Team in a different capacity.  What is the name, office 

held in 2016 and office to be held in 2017 for each of these ladies?   Answer: There 

were several ladies who switched positions within the District Mission Team:   

 Stephanie Obert, Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator, was a mem-

ber of the Nominations Committee in 2016 

 Paula Ackerson moved from being a member of the Nominations Committee 

in 2016 to the Chair of that committee in 2017 

 Faye McKee, Education & Interpretation Coordinator in 2016 is now a mem-

ber of the Nominations Committee 

 Ruth Neill, who served as Treasurer in 2016, has moved to the Nominations 

Committee. 

 

Questions for March  

1. When and where will the Spring District Meeting for the 

Southwest District be held?  

2. When and to whom are nominations for District Woman of the Year to be 

sent? 

Send your responses by email to mjpeck_umw@aol.com or by U.S. Mail to Jo-

ann Peck, 306 N Lee St, Buckner, MO  64016.  The reward for each correct answers 

is 10 ATTAGIRLS, and the first correct response received for each question will earn an 

additional 15 ATTAGIRLS.  Answers and names of winners will be announced in the 

next issue of The Southwest Signal.   

10 
ATTAGIRLS 

15 
ATTAGIRLS 

mailto:mjpeck_umw@aol.com
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Shepherdess List 
 

The Shepherdess 

for This Unit... 

 

Is... 

 The Shepherdess 

for This Unit... 

 

Is... 

All Faith (Eagle 

Rock) 

JoAnn Gary  Marionville Jane Baker 

Anderson Edith Triplett  Mount Vernon Jane Baker 

Aurora JoAnne Weiss  Neosho Shelli Wiseman 

Butler Carol Bartlett  Nevada Charleen Wilkinson 

Byers Ave (Joplin) Rena Crisp  Oronogo Shelli Wiseman 

Carthage Faye McKee  Rich Hill Pat Sample 

Cassville JoAnn Gary  Sarcoxie EdithTriplett 

Central Crossing 

(Shell Knob) 

Jane Baker 

 

 Stella Faye McKee 

Iantha Stephanie Obert  Stockton Stephanie Obert 

Lamar Bernita Taylor  Wheaton Faye McKee 

Lockwood Kitty Scarborough    
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And Beyond Missouri 

 

Responsively Yours: Heads Up, Hearts Open 
by Harriett Jane Olson 

Have you ever noticed that sometimes when you are tense, or in a 
cold room or even walking outside when it's cold that you hunch 
your shoulders? It feels like a sort of protective posture, but I no-
tice that when I do hunch my shoulders it makes it harder to take 
the sort of deep breath that I need. 

I wonder if something similar happens in our spiritual lives as 
well. When we are facing difficulties or are unsure of the way God 
is leading us, it is tempting to move to a protective posture. Uncer-
tainty can make us protective of what God has done in the past. 
After all, we know the story of what God was doing then and we 
can hold on to it. This is true for me personally, and I think it is 
also true for units, districts, conferences and even for The United 
Methodist Church as we focus on changes both inside and outside 
of the church and pray and plan for how to respond to God's call. 

Though our instinct may be to hunch our shoulders, steady deep 
breaths are perhaps even more important in moments of tension or 
anxiety. Anyone who engages in heavy physical work or exercise 

knows that it is important to keep breathing. There is a demand on one's muscles and a need for con-
centration that can provoke some of us to actually begin holding our breath — which is certainly not 
helpful for the physical activity that requires breathing and thinking as well as strength. Similarly, an-
yone who sings or speaks in public knows that good posture and good breathing are foundational to 
being able to put your heart and soul into the moment and bring all your preparation into expression. 

An open posture, in which our hearts are lifted rather than protected, is also important to our souls. 
We affirm that God is at work now, just as God has been at work in the past. God is at work in me 
and in us and in the great movements that are shaping the world. For us to be able to bring all of our 
preparation and experience into expression as we live as disciples and as women in mission, we need 
this posture too. It will be one that reminds us to breathe and to let the breath of God blow in and 
through us — cleansing, refreshing and re-creating us. 

For many of us, summertime will include some time away from our regular routine. We may make a 
trip or visit family, and hopefully we will attend Mission u. These are opportunities to think about our 
spiritual and physical posture, to practice taking an open stance, and to breathe deeply of the Spirit. 

May you have a time of refreshment and re-creation in this season, and may we together welcome the 
breath of God as God is moving us in our work of following Jesus in the world — turning faith, hope 
and love into action. 

Harriett Jane Olson 
General Secretary 
United Methodist Women 
holson@unitedmethodistwomen.org 

A woman walks in Karonga, a town in northern 
Malawi. With your head up and heart open, 
you never know how much you can carry.  

Editor’s Note:  You have an opportunity to attend Mission u right here in Missouri!  Mission u will be held in 

Fayette, MO on July 27-30.  The forms aren’t available just yet, but eventually they will be at http://

www.moumethodist.org/missionu.  More info will be available in the next issue of The Southwest Signal.   

mailto:holson@unitedmethodistwomen.org?subject=Re:%20Responsively%20Yours%20July/August%202015


Southwest District of  

Missouri United Methodist Women 

 

Joann Peck 

Communications Coordinator 

306 N Lee St 

Buckner, MO  64016 


