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The Missive 

As many of you know, this space in the newsletter is typically a “Letter 

from the President” and it is difficult to come up with the words to 

write as I think of Gail and the faithful leadership she provided  

Mid-State District over the years.  She was a wonderful friend and 

mentor to me, and many of us, and is greatly missed.   

Our district is actively planning and working to move forward! We’re 

all getting excited about Mission u happening in July (see more on 

page 4) and hope that you will consider attending the whole event, or 

commuting in for a few classes.  Our nominations committee is actively 

recruiting and seeking out future Mission Team members (check out 

page 2) and we’re all looking forward to reading the Woman in  

Mission nomination forms from all of you (see page 7). 

Summer is also a great time to pick up a book on one of those lazy days 

and our SPRC coordinator and librarian have some great ideas on how 

you can get involved with the UMW Reading Program in this edition of 

the newsletter. 

Communication is also key to any organization!  We have updated our 

Mid-State District webpage (www.midstateumw.blogspot.com) and we 

will continue to post on Facebook as we post new information.  We also 

are continuing to find educational resources on the Social Action  

priorities and keeping you up to date with the Action Alerts from UMW 

National Office.  There are also mission project links and patterns if 

you or your unit are looking for some “hands-on” ideas!  If there is 

something you think would benefit the district do not hesitate to  

contact Stephanie Greiner and she will work with you to get it on the 

website. 

The Mid-State District Mission Team hopes that you 

all have a wonderful summer! 
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Need Ribbons???  Contact Linda Mealy 
District Ribbon Coordinator 

Address:  6037 Winding Road 

Fulton, MO  62521 

Call her at: 573-624-1054 or Email at:  mealyle@gmail.com 

We had a great Spring Meeting at Community UMC with so many units present!  I  

always enjoy getting together and since our sign up time was a little longer, we had 

more time to visit.  I was so pleased to see all the different units participating; it was a 

quick meeting, lots of awards a wonderful program and a nice memorial for Gail  

Wekenborg and Cherita Noonan.  Thanks to Sharon and the rest of the Mission Team! 

Now is the time to mark your calendar for the Fall Meeting—September 23rd—invite 

other members in your unit and bring a car full.  It’s fun! 

Nominations is looking ahead to fill the slate of officers for 2018.  At this time we are 

looking for a Vice President, a Spiritual Growth Coordinator and a member for the 

Nominations Committee.  We are happy to talk with you about these openings so if you 

are interested or have a suggestion please contact us. 

Karen Hunt, 660-263-1904 (kkhunt@mcmarys.com) 

Brenda Sells, 660-472-5739 (b.sells@columbiaorthosgroup.com) 

Pauline McElroy, 573-634-4960 (psmcelroy@gmail.com) 

Judy Thomas, 417-434-3313 (denzilnjudy@yahoo.com) 

Sara Green, 573-445-5034 (sara.ted84@yahoo.com) 

Nominations Note—Karen Hunt 
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SPRC—Joni Troyer 

Greetings from your Mid-State  

Secretary of Program Resources (SPRC)!  

I loved meeting many of you at the 

Spring Meeting in April. 

I hope you are enjoying a good UMW book as spring turns into summer!  What a delight 

to read a book and relax on those lazy summer days!  If you need any suggestions, check 

the 2017 Reading Program listing on the Mid-State District website (click on the 

“Library Tab”).  If you need a book, check out our Mid-State District Library! 

We are encouraging Each One Read One—such that each UMW member reads at least 

one book from the UMW Reading Program!  We can do it!  If you have any questions 

about the Reading Program, please contact me: 

Joni Troyer 

1815 Rose Dr. 

Columbia, MO  65202 

573-446-2417 

jonitroyer@mchsi.com 

Note from our Treasurer—Nettie Cherrington 

Hope you are all having a wonderful summer.  The year will soon be half over.  

Where does the time go?  I know you are all very busy but don't forget to inform 

all your members about Mission u in July, the Fall District Meeting and the  

Annual UMW meeting in Lebanon.  We hope to have a good representation at all 

of these events. 

Please try to send in your pledges and special giving as soon as possible.  This will 

eliminate the hassle at the end of the year since I must have all monies to the 

Conference Treasurer by December 15.  All funds received after the 15th are 

counted in the next year 

Also, district officers, please remember to send in your expense vouchers within 

30 days of an event. 

Thanks for all of you who have already sent in monies.  Have a great summer and 

I hope to see many of you at Mission u. 



Missouri Conference 2017 Mission u 

July 27-30 
Mission u 2017 will be here before we know it!  Registration forms are 

now available on the MO Conference website (and our District website 

www.midstateumw.blogspot.com)!  Online registration is available 

again this year and live! Applications for the Joyce Raye Patterson and 

Leah Wreath awards (Conference Awards are also available online).  

UMW members prepare for faithful living and action by studying 

mission studies.  These studies motivate, inform, and enrich our 

commitment to global ministry. 

 

Mid-State District is fortunate to be the home of the  Missouri 

Conference Mission u at Central Methodist University in Fayette.  You can attend the full four 

day event or register as a commuter!  You will not be disappointed in the learning, fellowship 

and mission that happens at our Mission u! 

 

The studies for this year are: 

Spiritual Growth:  Living as a Covenant Community.  This study examines major covenants 

throughout the Bible and what they reveal about God’s character and eternal love for us.  It will 

enhance your understanding of how God works with us, in us and through us.  The response 

April 2017 issue explores covenant relationships as concepts and in practice!  

 

Issue Study: Climate Justice:  Call to Hope and Action  This study invites you to understand 

climate justice, which means setting right our relationships with each other and the earth.  

Climate injustice is the result of climate change.  The study will challenge you to see what 

needs to happen for climate justice to become a reality in the world today.  The church needs to 

more powerfully model a way of doing it differently.  This will entail not just focusing on the 

environment, but also asking hard questions regarding financial profit, a growing economy, our 

independent way of thinking and our understanding of efficiency. 

 

Geographic:  Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist Church in the United States The 

aim of this study is to give an overview of the three missionary conferences in The United 

Methodist Church, the contexts out of which they grew and their current engagements:  The 

Alaska United Methodist Conference, Red Bird Missionary Conference, and the Oklahoma 

Indian Missionary Conference are a hybrid of home and international missionary work.  What 

does the future look like for these conferences?  Broad-ranging conversations are taking place 

around this question.  The General Board of Global Ministries and the missionary conferences 

are exploring best operational and structural options for maximizing mission and ministry 

going forward in these unique locations.  These dialogues, different in each case, have begun 

and will take place across the 2017-2020 quadrennium.  The objective is mutuality in mission 

partnership and collaboration, which provides the heartbeat of all productive mission within 

the United Methodist connection. 

 

Young Adults, Youth & Children will also be engaged in study during the event and will be 

studying the Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist Church in the United States.  All 

of the study books are available through the UMW Mission Resource Center!  
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Mid-State District Mission u 

Norma Wilkening Award Application 

Name:  ______________________________________________________________ 

Street Address:  ______________________________________________________ 

City, State and Zip Code:  ______________________________________________ 

Phone Number:  ______________________________________________________ 

Email Address:  ______________________________________________________ 

Adult:  __________  Youth:  _______  First-Timer:  ___________ 

I want to attend Mission u because: (use additional paper of necessary) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submit your application by June 16, 2017 to: 

Karen McMahon -Mission Coordinator Education & Interpretation 
5020 Rainbow Hills Rd 

Jefferson City, MO  65109 

Questions?  You can reach Karen McMahon at 573.893.5946 

Reference #1 Reference #2 

Name: Name: 

Address: Address: 

City, State, Zip: City, State, Zip: 

Phone: Phone: 

Email: Email: 

Relationship to applicant: Relationship to applicant 



Teresa Reyes Mendoza Award for Mission u 

Daisy O. Bautista and Ester R. Mendoza offer an award in honor and memory of their 
mother, Teresa Reyes Mendoza, who passed away in January, 1993.  For many years she 
was a school teacher and guidance counselor in the Philippines.  This award will be given 
to a mother-daughter who are attending Mission u for the first time or an adult 65 or 
older, who is attending for the first time. 

Award Rules & Regulations: 

a. This award is for food, lodging and study books 
Please answer the following question: 

b. Why do you want to go to Mission u? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

c. Application shall send the following information: 
Mother or Adult         Daughter (Youth or Adult) 

Name:  __________________________________     Name:  _________________________________ 

Address:  _______________________________      Address:  _______________________________ 

________________________________________       _________________________________________ 

Phone:  __________________________________     Phone:  _________________________________ 

Submit application by June 16, 2017 to: 
Karen McMahon, Mission Coordinator for Education & Interpretation 
5020 Rainbow Hills Rd 
Jefferson City, MO  65109 

Questions?  You can reach Karen McMahon at 573.893.5946 



Missouri Conference 2017 Mission u 

Hands on Mission 
We’ll have a really fun and interesting project for you at Mission u in July-making plastic mats 

for the homeless so they don’t have to lie on the ground!  If you can crochet, or at least want to 

learn, this project is for you!  This is a great way to recycle those plastic grocery bags and keep 

them out of the landfill!  Bring the plastic bags you have, scissors, a crochet hook (Size K or 

larger) and either your crocheting skill or the desire to learn to crochet  Questions about the 

project contact Sandy McConnell at sandysown@hotmail.com 

 

Make Balls of Plarn! 

Use clean plastic bags and make balls for us to use at Mission u.  Send them with someone if 

you aren’t able to attend (contact Stephanie Greiner and she’ll get them there for you!)  It taks 

over 400 bags to make one mat, so we need lots of plarn!  Plarn is short for “plastic yarn.”  Plarn 

is made by cutting plastic grocery bags into strips, which are then strung together into a single 

long strand.  Here’s how to make plarn: 

 

1. Lay bag flat and fold it in half lengthwise. 

2. Fold bag in half again. 

3. Cut folded bag into 1 inch thick loops. 

4. Discard handles and bottom. 

5. Unroll each loop. 

6. Loop the strands together. 

7. Tighten the knot then roll the strand into a ball and crochet or knit 

as you would with yarn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This information was taken from the 

Special Misison u Edition of The 

Mission Voice. 



Missouri Conference 2017 Mission u Children’s Ingathering 
 

The children who attend Mission u this year will have the opportunity to reach 

out to the children in the Red Bird Missionary Conference in Eastern Kentucky.  

We will be collecting new or gently used children’s books to be donated to the 

Community Center Library located at the Henderson Settlement.  Even bringing 

one book would enhance their library's collection.  Your church group could collect 

books and have them sent to Mission u!  (Contact Stephanie Greiner and she will 

help coordinate getting any books you, your unit or your church want to donate!)  

Don’t forget that very young children need books too, so please consider board 

books as well as school aged books.  If you’d rather make a monetary donation 

there will be a container designated to this cause!  Thank you for donating! 

This information was taken from the Special Misison u Edition of The Mission Voice. 

Collect used/broken crayons to be shipped to a group that melts them down and 

makes, new fatter crayons to give away to children in hospitals and other places 

in need of a constant supply! 

 

We will once again be collecting oral hygiene waste, cereal bags and liners.  New 

to our recycling program this year, we will collect plastic #6 cups (rinsed and dry) 

and tape dispensers and cores. 

 

Collect labels from specially marked Tyson packages.  They are 

on bags, boxes and lunch meat containers.  Look for the “Support 

Your School” logo.  Each label is worth 24 cents!!!!  Go to:  http://

projectaplus.typson.com for a full list of products! 

 

Bring labels/tops to Mission 

u!  Clip Box Tops coupons—each one is worth 

10 cents for schools.  Box tops can be found 

on hundreds of quality products from brands 

like:  General Mills, Pillsbury, Betty Crocker, 

Ziploc, Kleenex and Hefty.  Visit 

www.btfe.com for a complete list of 

participating brands and to learn more about 

how you can help Henderson Settlement. 

 

Again, feel free to contact Stephanie Greiner at stephanie.greiner@hotmail.com to 

have her coordinate getting your donations to Mission u! 

Mission u Recycling Projects 
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Mid-State District Library—Teresa Adams 

It was wonderful to see so many books returned and checked out at our Spring District  

Meeting!  I’m excited to see you again in the Fall, but don’t forget you can always return the 

books to me and check out more!  I wanted to take a few moments to highlight a couple of books 

from the Reading Program and our District Library that you may want to add to your Summer 

Reading List! 

Up:  A Mother and Daughter’s Peakbagging Adventure-If you are looking for 

a fascinating true story of an amazing mother/daughter bonding experience then 

you want to pick up this book from the 2014 Reading List under Nurturing for 

Community.  The story is of a mother who lets her daughter have the freedom to 

hike that some of us can only dream about.  By the time Alex was five, her  

over-the-top energy levels led her mother, Trish, to believe that her very young  

daughter might be capable of hiking adult-sized mountains.  In Up, Trish recounts 

their always exhilarating-and sometimes harrowing-adventures climbing all  

forty-eight of New Hampshire’s highest mountains.  You will laugh out loud as you hear more of 

their amazing adventures and realize now dream is impossible, no matter your age! 

An Invisible Thread-This book is on the 2014 Reading List under Social  

Action.  This story tells of the life-long friendship between a busy sales executive 

and a disadvantaged young boy, and how both of their lives were changed by 

what began as one small gesture of kindness.   This is a true story of the bond  

between a harried sales executive and an eleven year-old boy who seemed  

destined for a life of poverty.  Excellent read and opens our eyes to those how 

small gesture makes a huge impact. 

Help, Thanks, Wow The Three Essential Prayers-The book by Anne Lamott 

is on the 2015 Reading List under Spiritual Growth.  Help.  Thanks.  Wow.  Three 

simple prayers—asking for assistance, appreciating the good we witness, and 

feeling awed by the world—get us through the day and show us the way forward.  

If you’re like me I can always use some tools and encouragement to strengthen 

my practice of prayer and Lamott does this in a quick and easy read. 

Membership, Nurture & Outreach—JoAnne Sinclair 

It is time to submit your nomination for Women in Mission of the Year!  The 2017 nomination 

form is on page 7 of this newsletter or you can download it off our website 

www.midstateumw.blogspot.com click on the tab “Forms & Documents”.  Please be sure to  

include addresses of all involved in the nomination process and include phone numbers and 

email addresses.  Remember the most important part is to submit a nominee!  We are hoping to 

get one from each local unit!  Please remember to write what your nominee does for the unit, 

church and community and why you are nominating her.  The Mission Team looks forward to 

reading about all the nominees! 
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Message from Social Action—Sandy Dolezal 
In 2015 United Methodist Women launched the four priorities of the next quadrennium.  These 

areas will be what UMW will advocate on for the next four years.  The four areas we are looking 

at are Climate Justice, Maternal and Child Health, Mass Incarceration and Economic  

Inequality.  You can learn more at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/national-seminar but here 

is some general information about each of these areas. 

Climate Justice:  The Be Just. Be Green. initiative has launched throughout all areas and  

levels of UMW.  UMW national office has made climate justice one of its four social justice  

priorities.  To welcome and support environmental justice advocates, national office works to 

provide practical, theologically sound tools to guide and inspire your work.  The tools were  

developed to delve through deep intersectional injustices between gender, racial, economic and 

climate injustice.  The UMW website has a variety of tools to learn more about how we can  

create a more sustainable environment, calculate our carbon footprint and resources on a  

variety of programs in the area of climate justice. 

Maternal and Child Health:  UMW national office has a webinar that anyone can view 

online to learn how Maternal and Child Health is impacting not only places far away but in our 

own back-yards.  UMW has partnered with the Center for Faith and Community Health  

Transformation and Everthrive Illinois to continue educating our organization in this area.  For 

more information about both of these organizations you can connect to their links at  

chicagofaithandhealth.org and www.everthriveil.org. 

Mass Incarceration:   Today the United States leads the world in incarceration rates.  There 

are now over 2.2 million people in our jails and prisons.  This constitutes a 500% increase over 

the past 40 years.  As people of faith, our call to realize racial and economic justice is now loud-

er than ever before. For a recorded webinar with more information check out 

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racial-jusice/mass-incarceration website. 

Economic Inequality:  UMW is exploring what income and wealth inequality looks like in the 

US today and how it particularly impacts women and communities of color.  The growing  

inequality is not an accident; we looked at the policy choices over several decades that got us to 

this point, and what policy changes could reverse the income and wealth gap.  UMW can act  

locally and in national efforts to begin to bridge the inequality gap.  An education and action 

model, in partnership with Untied for a Fair Economy, offers a workshop to engage more and 

more members in education, reflection and action.  You can lead this interactive Overworked 

and Undervalued workshop in your community.  The root causes of economic inequality did not 

just happen on its own.  Our current economic insecurity is the result of specific policy choices 

that have shifted wealth and income to the top:  cuts in taxes for the wealthy and corporate tax 

cuts, cuts in public services, employer cuts to pensions and health benefits, predatory mortgage 

lending, stagnant wages with rising costs of living, work speed up, and shifts from the public to 

the private sector in everything from schools to roads to military to prisons, eliminating many 

unionized public sector jobs. 

For more information on any of these issues or past social priorities go to www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/action. 



2017 District Woman in Mission of the Year Nomination Form 
Date:  ______________________       District:  Mid-State District     District Membership Chairperson:  JoAnne Sinclair 

Name of Nominee:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Local Unit/Church:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Criteria for Nomination:  please note that you can nominate a Woman in Mission that meets one or 
more of the following criteria for nomination. 

 

 
Membership includes all that we do as women organized for mission.  Each of the areas above is where 
membership concerns, which encompasses the whole PURPOSE of the United Methodist Women.  
While there are many other ways to serve in your local unit and beyond, these are some of the specific 
categories for Woman in Mission. 

On the back of this sheet (or attached to this sheet) in 150 words or less, indicate why your unit’s/
district nominee should be considered for the District Woman in Mission of the Year. 

Name of Person Submitting Nomination:  __________________________________________________ 

Street Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please note nominations should be submitted by June 16, 2017!  This is very important so our Mission 
Team can reflect on the nominations and vote.  Not all may meet/participate in all the categories above 
so do the best you can and it would be wonderful to have a nominee from each unit.  Nominations need to 
be submitted to:       
 

Recruiting new members Organizing new circles or subgroups 

Leadership Development Reading Program 

Social Justice Ministries The Campaign for Children 

Creative Programming Interpretation & use of National Office Resources 

JoAnne Sinclair 

16445 Garden Crest Rd 

Barnett, MO  65011 



Stephanie Greiner 
Mid-State Communications Coordinator 
1714 West Main Street 
Jefferson City, MO 65109 

Welcome Home Mid-State District  

VIM Team Show Me Girls 

Our Show Me Girls traveled to the Midwest Mission Distribution Center in  

Chatham, IL May 1-5.  They worked hard, had fun, and were the Hands and Feet 

of Christ!  We thank you for your commitment to mission work! 


