
President’s Greeting
Hello Heartland District,

The summer has flown by so quickly and with it a little heat, a lot of rain and hopefully a chance 
to rest and relax and to put our busy lives on pause to refresh. I was pleased to join the District 
Read at  Warrensburg First UMC as well as attend the summer Conference Mission team meeting 
to see what lies ahead of us.  Although I was unable to attend, I hope that those who attended 
enjoyed Mission u in Fayette or will enjoy the weekend Mission u in the fall at Platte Woods 
September 8 and 9.  

As we continue or restart participation in unit meetings and work to meet our Mission Today 
criteria, please consider registering to attend the Annual Meeting in Lebanon, Fall District 
Meeting at Grace in Lee’s Summit, Assembly 2018 in Columbus, OH (registration starts 
September 1!)  and if you are able, you might even join Adrian UMW for fellowship and film 
focusing on racial justice on September 16.  

This year, many of us have the opportunity to experience some portion or all of the total solar 
eclipse. The last coast to coast eclipse in the US was 99 years ago.  I would like for each of us to 
take this once in a lifetime opportunity (it will start at 1:08pm on August 21 for me) to reflect on 
the light of God’s goodness, eradicating the darkness that humans bring to the world with social 
and economic injustice; fear, hate, intolerance and apathy with God’s help; and the blessings and 
mercy bestowed on us and others through the grace of God and our good works.

Norma McKelvy
norma.mckelvy@bluekc.com

816-918-2608 (cell)
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Vice President’s View

Heartland District UMW members have been busy and bountiful! The 2017 
District Read was at Warrensburg First United Methodist Church on Saturday, 
August 5 with an attendance of 25 UMW members.  We had an inspiring and 
informative two-hour discussion of our selection, The White Umbrella: 
Walking with Survivors of Sex Trafficking by Mary Francis Bowley. Of course, 
the Warrensburg UMW unit served delicious and nutritious refreshments! 

Speaking of busy, Mission u 2017  is now in the books and we are gearing up for 
the fall.  Our district meeting will be at Grace UMC in Lee’s Summit on 
Saturday, October 14, with a program about immigration. I hope to see many 
of you there! Our mission team has visited the church as we always do and the 
church has a beautiful new sanctuary. Thank you to the ladies of Grace UMW 
for hosting us that day. 

In His love,
Jana Miller, Vice President
janamiller51@yahoo.com

660-909-5802

mailto:janamiller51@yahoo.com
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Secretary’s Station

Included in the electronic issue of Voice of the Heartland are our 2018 district standing rules and 
financial policies. Members who only receive paper copies of the newsletter, contact your unit 
president for a copy of these. Units, please share and review these to ensure that we are in 
compliance and to be aware of our responsibilities as district members.  Members interested in 
holding district office will find this information especially useful!

Thank you to the members of the Standing Rules Committee – Kathy Dowell, Norma McKelvy, 
Sandy McRae, Nancy Mountain – for your work on preparing these documents. 

Sincerely,
Wanda Steele, Secretary
steele.wanda@gmail.com / 816-444-6153

Treasurer’s Tally
Heartland District, you are doing a marvelous job of supporting our $40,000.00 pledge 
goal for 2017! We are well past the first half of the year as well as being more than 
halfway to reaching our goal. Additionally, you have been sending in money in support of 
other areas of UMW mission work. Keep up the good work! Also, if you do not have a 
2017 remittance form please contact me and I will either email you one or mail it to 
you. Your financial statement for the first 6 months will be mailed in the next couple of 
weeks.

Unfortunately, I will not be able to attend the fall meeting, so I am asking some of you to 
fill in for me. If you are going to be going to the fall meeting and can help me, please  
phone or email me.

Thanks for giving so faithfully & fruitfully!
Georgia Phillips, Treasurer
phillipsgeorgiaa@gmail.com / 816-353-1418 (home) / 816-309-4152 (cell)

mailto:steele.wanda@gmail.com
mailto:phillipsgeorgiaa@gmail.com
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Membership Nurture and Outreach 

Thank you to all who nominated a woman from your local unit for District Woman in Mission for 2017. 
We will announce the winner at the Missouri Conference Annual Meeting in Lebanon on September 29 
and 30 and at our Fall District Meeting at Grace UMC in Lee’s Summit on October 14. All of our 
nominees have done amazing work to honor our Lord and their local UMW units. Along with 
congratulating our winner, we will also present our nominees during the Fall District Meeting. 

Jane Campbell
delandjane@comcast.net
816-392-9626

Education and Interpretation 

We have five more months to get Mission Today criteria forms done and sent into me. This form keeps 
us on track of what UMW is all about. Please look it over and work toward doing more than you did last 
year. All the units did an awesome job last year. One criteria is UMW Sunday for your church. This is one 
way to teach your congregation about UMW and what your unit is doing in the church and community. 
All units will receive Mission Today criteria forms in their packets at the Fall District Meeting.

Remember to read from your Response magazine at each meeting (this is another criterion). It's not too 
late to subscribe, which you can do online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/response. You can also 
contact our Secretary of Program Resources, Callie Ballenger, at stiles_callie@yahoo.com, 816-313-0440 
or 816-752-6662. Response has so many good articles, including studies, global mission projects, social 
justice articles, and an article from our national president, Shannon Priddy. Bonus: reading Response 
educates other women in your unit that are new to UMW.

We had a great time at Mission u in July, and we look forward to more next month: Mission u in the fall 
is coming up on September 8 and 9 at Platte Woods UMC. The spiritual study is Living as a Covenant 
Community and I’ve really enjoyed reading the study book, which describes the covenants that God 
made with His people then and with us today.  The Climate Justice study returns this year and I 
recommend it too. The third study, The Missionary Conference of The UMC in the U.S., gives the reader a 
foundational understanding of how the UMC developed.

Community service opportunity: remember to collect  Box Tops for Education from specially marked 
packages at the grocery store and bring them to Mission u in the fall.. 

Kathy Moss
kam.wtm@hotmail.com
816-305-5729

mailto:delandjane@comcast.net
tel:(816) 392-9626
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/response
mailto:stiles_callie@yahoo.com
mailto:kam.wtm@hotmail.com
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Spiritual Growth

Do you ever just listen for God to speak to you?  Do you hear God whisper something to you? 
Do you whisper back? Sometimes I may not be listening, but God still tries to speak. I had an 
instance happen to me when God spoke one word to me. It was four or five years ago and I was 
on my way to work early in the morning. I was thinking of the many things I had to do at work, 
when the word deer suddenly popped into my mind. I thought that was a little strange, and said 
out loud, “God, are you trying to tell me something?  Should I start paying attention to my 
driving instead of thinking about work?” I came over a hill and what should be in the middle of 
the road but a deer. All I could do was whisper a little prayer, “Thank you, God.” What would 
have happened if I had not slowed down and paid attention to the road and that whisper from 
God?  Now God may not whisper the word deer to you, but we must be prepared when God 
calls us. Be ready to whisper back, “Yes, God!”

Jean Pinkston, Spiritual Growth Coordinator
jeanpinkston01@comcast.net / 816-520-7965

2018 Slate of Officers: We’ve found a few good UMWomen!

The following UMW are nominated for 2018 offices:

Vice-President: Jana Miller (Warrensburg)
Treasurer: Georgia Phillips (One Spirit)
Membership Nurture & Outreach: Nancy Cochran (Christ)
Education and Interpretation: Dana Pearis (CrossRoads)
Program Resources: Callie Ballenger (Blue Ridge )

Nominating Committee: 
Chairperson: Barbara Anne Washington (St. James)

Class of 2019: Wanda  Wulfekammer (Oak Grove)
Class of 2021: Beth Brant (Pleasant Hill) and Jane Lacy (Centennial)

Kathy Oliver, Nominating Committee Chairperson
oliverk@live.com

816-517-1250

mailto:jeanpinkston01@comcast.net
mailto:oliverk@live.com
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2017 District Calendar

September 5 Deadline to register for Annual Conference Meeting 

September 8-9 Mission u in the Fall – Platte Woods UMC

7310 NW Prairie View Rd., Platte Woods, MO 64151

September 16 Adrian UMW Film Festival at 202 E. Main St., Adrian 64720

Hidden Figures, Loving, The Help, I Am Not Your Negro

September 29-30 Annual Conference Meeting & District Officer Training–
Lebanon First UMC

300 N. Madison Ave., Lebanon, MO 65536

October 1 Voice of the Heartland Submissions Deadline

October 4 Deadline to register for the Fall District Meeting

October 14 Fall District Meeting – Grace UMC

2400 E. US Hwy 50, Lee’s Summit, MO 64063

October 31 Local Unit Officers Listing due to the District Secretary and 
Communications Coordinator

November 30 Deadline for 2018 Assembly Early registration

December 15 All 2017 pledges due to the Heartland District Treasurer

Communications Corner
Thanks for giving us your thumbs up and lots of love on the Heartland 
District UMW Facebook page! It’s a great way to keep up with our 
activities and adventures and other district delights. Check it out for 
photos and videos from our awesome activities, alerts about 
upcoming events, and other great news UMW can use. 

I’d love it if you’d like us!

https://www.facebook.com/MOHeartlandUMW
With kindness, grace and love,

Kelly G. Loeb, Communications Coordinator
kellygloeb@gmail.com / 913-706-2194

Note from Norma: HELP NEEDED! 
Kelly G. Loeb is so AWESOME that she is moving on up to serve  as the Communications 
Coordinator  on the Conference Mission Team in 2018.  If your gifts are in communication and 
computers and you’d like to publish the newsletter and communicate on current and upcoming 
events, please contact Norma McKelvy at nmckelvy@aol.com. Kelly is happy to help the person 
who takes on this role and ensure everyone hears the Voice of the Heartland!

https://www.facebook.com/MOHeartlandUMW
mailto:kellygloeb@gmail.com
mailto:nmckelvy@aol.com


Heartland District Newsletter
Kelly G. Loeb, Editor
3406 Benton Blvd.

Kansas City, MO 64128
kellygloeb@gmail.com

913-706-2194

Editor’s note – our next newsletter article submission 
deadline is  October 1. Please submit your articles  

and address changes/additions  to 
Kelly G. Loeb at kellygloeb@gmail.com

mailto:kellygloeb@gmail.com

