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2017 

OUR 11TH 

MISSION 

WALK 
Held in Springfield, MO 

during Annual Conference on June 11,2017 

 

Our Unit: ___________________________ 

from the ______________________ District 

will sponsor a walker at the cost of $20 per 

person. The money raised will go towards 

United Methodist Women’s Missions! 

Please send your check to donation to: 

Liz Rooks 

1409 South Garfield Ave 

Sedalia, MO 65301 

If you have questions, please Call or email: 

Dixie Stone 573-631-3857  

dixiestone@sbcglobal.net 

Since we want all of Missouri to be 

walkers for Christ. We have included 

extra dollars:__________________ 

New Gateway Regional Directories  
are Available 

 Let me know if you would like one,  
Joan Hohimer by email (jofrommo1957@yahoo.com)  

or phone (314 581-0302)  



Christmas in Italy 
For this year’s Mai Gray activity, members from Faith UMW in St. Charles celebrated an Italian 

Christmas on December 4 beginning at noon. While all were gathering, there were hidden word 

sheets with the themes of baking cookies, Christmas song titles, and general Christmas words.   

Sylvia Dollins discussed several Italian Christmas traditions and their historical significance.  

Members watched a 10 minute DVD featuring Rick Stevens of PBS on his visit to Italy during 

the Christmas holiday.  Many traditions were shown as the people celebrated. 

Lunch was prepared by several members and included Chicken Parmesan, spinach/ ricotta ravi-

oli with a traditional mushroom sauce, Ravioli, tortellini, drowned broccoli rabe (also known as 

Christmas Broccoli), Panettone (sweet bread), salad, and traditional sweets (i dolci) including 

cake and cookies.   We decided to pass on the traditional roasted or fried eel and caponata di pe-

sce (fish salad)! 

A Craft - Ceppo or Tree of Lights.  A triangular pyramid of sticks was nailed together and deco-

rated with garland.  The Ceppo will be taken to nursing homes when we go Christmas caroling 

on December 11.  A nativity was on display.  Most Italians have one in their homes and 

churches.  They are also placed outside during the season.  There were no songs by Italians that 

we found.  Latin ones were written by non-Italians for the church.   

 

Photos: UMW members, making the Ceppo, and the nativity. 

http://italianfood.about.com/od/broccoli/r/blr0349.htm
http://italianfood.about.com/od/freshfishrecipes/r/blr0351.htm


Nominations Committee 
 

The committee has formed and are ready to work. Clifdel Dowler 
has agreed to take my place if any health issues arise, I thank her 

for that. I have been advised that there are several positions 
opening for this year.  We need nominations for the following  

offices  
1.) President 

2.) Vice President 
3.) Treasurer  

(thanks to Terri Brecht for serving 6 years in this position) 
4.) Secretary 

I request all local presidents help with our talent search. We must 
work together to fill these spots, for the benefit of The Gateway 
Regional District. The next team meeting is May 20th at Park 

Hills. Hope to see you there. 
Patsey Skelton 
Nominations Chairman  
 

/ MEMBERSHIP NURTURE AND OUTREACH  
I want to thank all of Gateway Regional Units for making our Unit   

Census complete. Many of you have also done the every member census 

as well. For those of you who are still working on completing that part 

of the 2016 Census no longer is the e-mail necessary to complete the 

form. Near the top of the page click on the click here to complete the 

form without completing the e-mail box. 

If you have questions or concerns please contact me. After our short    

return to winter, hope you have a great spring and summer. 

Betty Knapp/ Membership Nurture and outreach coordinator 
Contact Information: jbknapp2@gmail.com   (636) 219-2363 

 

mailto:jbknapp2@gmail.com


Pledge to Mission 

The Pledge to Mission is one of our Five Channels 
of Giving. It supports programs like the Batis Center 

helping survivors of human trafficking in the           
Philippines. 

Charter Offers Tools for Racial Justice 

United Methodist Women’s Charter for Racial Justice has been 
adopted by the United Methodist Church as a call to eliminate       
racism in the church and in our society. It is now more relevant than 
ever. 

UMW’s World Thank Offering (WTO) 
 

The World Thank Offering is and has been for many decades an opportunity for personal 

Thanksgiving and learning of UMW mission outreach.  

Through Thank Offering contributions, mission projects are supported in all 50 states and in 

almost 100 countries. These projects vary from support to schools, hospitals and clinics, day care 

centers and homes for senior citizens to educational training courses to prevent soil erosion, leader-

ship development, sewing and nutritional courses, and medical training. The number of persons 

reached by this type of caring and sharing is almost incalculable.  

The first Thank Offering was observed 135 years ago in 1881 in Lansing, MI, due to the in-

spiration of Mrs. H. E. Taylor. After a District meeting she cried aloud, ‘What shall I render unto 

the Lord for all his benefits?’ A voice answered, “You can make a Thank Offering.”  I had just sold 

dried apples and had a $5 gold piece.  At once I thought of the money and said, ‘Yes, Lord! I can 

and I will.’ 

"I left my work - not the poetic kind, but the washtub- and told my husband that the Lord had 

given me a wonderful thought.   I was going to write Mrs. Lathrop, our district Corresponding Sec-

retary and tell her about ‘Thank Offering.’ Step by step our women were guided to make a Thank 

Offering."  

At first each woman was asked to give two cents a week.  That is equal to almost 50 cents a 

week today. Each year the amount given through Thank Offering has increased to millions of dol-

lars. This beautiful story of "Thanksgiving" shows what can happen when one woman responds to 

the still small voice. 

Today UMW’s collect loose change or give coins as a way to give thanks for all our blessings 

or cherished items.  WTO is a requirement for the 5-Star Unit Awards.    



First Timers at  

Mini Mission 

2016 

5 Star Units 

Awards 

For 2015 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN ASSEMBLY MAY 18-20, 2018 

GREATER COLUMBUS CONVENTION CENTER 

COLUMBUS, OH 

United Methodist Women Assembly 2018 is a time for fellowship, it is also an opportunity to 

empower faithful women to be stronger discipleship leaders in their communities. Through 

moving worship, inspiring speakers, immersion experience exhibits, riveting workshops and 

town hall-style meetings, members will leave Assembly with the knowledge, courage and    

determination to change the world as part of a daring and compassionate 150 year-old   

movement. 

WHEN 
WOMEN UNITE,  

BOLD AND               
COURAGEOUS  

ACTIONS HAPPEN 



To receive the newsletter by mail! 

We no longer have a bulk mailing permit. The newsletter is sent via e-mail to all 

unit presidents and to other members as requested. Please let Joan Hohimer know 

by email (jofrommo1957@yahoo.com) or phone (314 581-0302) if you would like 

to be added. Unit presidents please spread this word. Please let Joan Hohimer know 

if a copy needs to be mailed because no e-mail is available. 

The next edition should be out end of June. Please have any articles, photos or 

news from your local group to me by May15th. Joan 

LET GOD’S LIGHT SHINE 
St. Stephen United Methodist women would like to 

invite the ladies of your church to our Women’s       

Retreat.  We will open our retreat with a Continental 

Breakfast as a meet and greet session.  This will be  

followed by inspirational speakers and singing.   

Lunch will be served. 

Saturday, April 1, 2017 

9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Location: St. Stephen United Methodist Church 

Troy, MO 

Cost: $15.00 per person 

Please complete this registration form and mail to St. Stephen United Methodist Women’s Retreat,       

101 St. Stephen Lane, Troy, MO 63379. Office: 636-528-4148 ext. 1.                                                                         

Deadline for registration is March 20, 2017. 

Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: __________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________ State: ________ Zip: _____________ 

Phone: ___________________________ E-mail: _______________________________ 

Make your $15.00 check payable to St. Stephen United Methodist Women 


