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AIMING FOR ACCURACY
A pastor whom I hold in high regard suggested to me that when I cover a presentation for
this publication that I give speakers an opportunity to review the story before it goes to press.
It’s a good suggestion, and is actually how I prefer to work. I’m a pretty insecure guy,
which I blame on post-traumatic stress I suffer from abusive editors at the MU School of
Journalism. Every time I see any of my writing in print I squirm a bit. It doesn’t matter how
confident I was when I was writing or proofing, when something comes out on paper I’m
scared that something is amiss. When phone calls, emails and letters (yes, people still write
letters) come in, my anxiety goes up a notch: “Oh no, here it comes…” I say to myself.
This is unfair to our readers. Although I expect the worst, I get many more affirmations than
I do complaints. And when I do get a critical message, the writer is nearly always polite, and
makes good points that I learn from.
 When I do have sources read a story before publication it totally takes the pressure off.
Sure, the stories won’t necessarily be infallible, but at least the errors won’t totally be my fault.
So why not proof with the sources every time? Allow me to share a couple of examples
when it didn’t go well. A little over a decade ago I was writing a lead story for the Missouri
Conference newspaper about the merger of the East and West Missouri Conferences. It
was a technical story, involving specific numbers relating to items that make people edgy
when things merge. So I sent a draft of a story around to the teams and committees involved
in such matters. I don’t recall that I had anything factually wrong, but I got back a lot of
directions in terms of “You can’t say it that way, let’s say it like this…” I took all of those
instructions to heart, and revised the story so that everyone involved was happy, and praised
my writing craft.
 It was probably the worst story I have ever written. The first several paragraphs were
indiscernible. The story as a whole did little to inform anyone of anything. It read like 
a parody of copy from a public relations firm. Writing by committee ended up not being 
that effective.
 Another time I was covering the speech of a pastor who asked to review the copy before
publication. I obliged, and he revised. What I got back was the King James Version of this
pastor’s talk. It was his time to be in the Conference newspaper, so out came the thesaurus
and the concordance. When I got the draft back much later, the result wasn’t bad, but
I really felt sorry for how he had painfully labored over every word in what was a
relatively insignificant story in a small newspaper published 26 times a year. Years later I
covered a workshop led by the same pastor, and he talked about how he was actively working
on being less controlling. I knew he was practicing what he preached, because I offered to let
him review the story, and he said no thanks.
 But I’ll let you in on a little secret: Everyone can review every story in this magazine before
it goes to press. We usually have this entire magazine posted online at least a day or two
before the presses start rolling. You can find it online at www.moumethodist.org/magazine.
But if you don’t want to check the website every day, but would like to catch the magazine in
that little window in-between posting and permanence, you can get a link to it via email as
soon as it is posted by subscribing to it www.moumethodist.org/stayconnected. Or download
The Missouri Methodists app on an iPad or iPhone. And if you happen to notice I 
did something like misspell Missouri, go ahead and send me an email at fkoenig@
moumethodist.org before it’s permanently in print. 
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A ll of this is a great deal of 
transition. It’s not unfair to say we 
have grief over losing the pastor we 
have, while at the same time joy 

over gaining a new pastor. Both of those feelings 
are OK to have at the same time. 
 This year in the Missouri Conference we are 
trying to provide more transition materials, 
Passing the Baton, to provide a better, smoother 
transition between the pastor moving out and 
the pastor moving in, so that churches might 
be more helpful in the process of transition. 
We’re hoping that transitions will go better, that 
we will have quicker starts and more fruitful 
ministries in churches receiving new pastors. 
These resources are available on our website, 
www.moumethodist.org/passingthebaton, 
where you can get more details about how to 
use these resources. 
 I’m praying for each pastor, and praying 
for each church. I pray that the Holy Spirit 
be with each pastor’s family and with all the 
families in all our congregations as we make 
transitions.

   Even my wife Susan and 
I are in the process of this 
transition. We are selling 
our house and moving to 
Columbia. I’ve had to move 
five times in my 40 years 
of ministry. I get how hard 
this is, and at the same time 
how exciting it can be. 

 Just know that you are in my prayers, and 
the prayers of the cabinet are with each of our 
churches and pastors as we make this transition. 
Let’s have a great spring, and have a great time 
of move as we go towards Annual Conference. 

LETTER FROM BISHOP FARR

In Christ,

Bishop Bob Farr
Missouri Conference of the
United Methodist Church

Bishop Bob Farr

We are in the season of moving time for United Methodist clergy. 
Many of our clergy are in the process of receiving the news of a new 
appointment and churches are receiving the news of a new pastor. 

Passing the Baton

Learn more: http://www.moumethodist.org/passingthebaton
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Being a woman in ministry often means being the first; 
the first woman pastor a church has received ever 
or in a while; the first to pioneer and pave a new way, 
standing on the shoulders of the many who went 
before in a different era or context. 
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O
n March 13 and 14, the Missouri 
Conference hosted the first (well, the first 
in a really long time) Women in Ministry 
conference, Unlock the Power. In the 

opening, Rev. Kim Jenne led the collective 
gathered in the Litany of Blessing for Women 
Taking Authority by Janet Morley. The litany, in 
italics below, lends itself to describing the events of 
the two days:
Blessed is she who believed there would be a fulfillment 
of what was spoken to her by the Lord
Part of the mission and reason behind the 
conference was to lift up and invite Missouri 
women to consider what the next step in ministry 
looks like – be it more church, conference 
leadership or other opportunities. In SHE: Five 
Keys to Unlock the Power of Women in Ministry, Rev. 
Karoline M. Lewis writes “Your leadership has to 
be a reflection of yourself that is then acted out in 
your competency.” Women were invited to discern 
how God had uniquely equipped them for ministry 
and how those talents and gifts translated into 
vision for ministry.
 The schedule had intentional space for prayer, 
discernment and connection. Rev. Susan 
McCollegan served as conference chaplain, and 
Rev. Melissa Bailey-Kirk held spiritual direction 
appointments throughout the two days. Specific 

workshops, such as making the leap, focused on 
offering tools for taking the next step in ministry. 
 May you speak with the voice of the voiceless, and 
give courage to those in despair
 In her opening devotional, Jenne said, “We play 
an important role in sharing a different piece of 
God’s vision for creation. We have to admit our 
power, even for the sake of others and even when 
it is sometimes hard, is a powerful witness to the 
work of Christ in all people.” Being a woman 
in ministry lends unique opportunities to speak 
into the lives of other women. Through a series 
of videos filmed at Converge, Missouri clergy 
and lay women told stories of what it’s like to be 
the first or the only woman pastor a church has 
had. They speak of the hope they had when their 
church received a female pastor during their youth. 
They tell stories of how their ministry has been 
a powerful example for the next generation of 
women clergy and lay leaders.
 May you feed the hungry of mind and heart, and 
send away satisfied those who are empty
 May you be strong to confront injustice, and 
powerful to rebuke the arrogant
 Lewis, author of SHE: Five Keys to Unlock 
the Power of Women in Ministry, presented 
three keynotes rooted in truth: The truth 
about the Bible and theology, the truth about 

May you feed the hungry of mind and heart,  
and send away satisfied those who are empty 

May you be strong to confront injustice, 
and powerful to rebuke the arrogant 

7www.moumethodist.org

BY LAUREN MIERS
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Blessed is she who 
believe there would be 
a fulfillment of what was 
spoken to her by the Lord
Blessed are you among women
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bodies and authenticity, and the truth about 
sexism and leadership. As Lewis put it, her 
book and subsequently the keynotes are an 
“acknowledgement of what happens when the 
truth gets told.” She writes in the introduction 
to SHE that “the sooner the truth about what it 
means to be a woman in ministry is named and 
acknowledged, the better women in ministry and 
those who support them can engage the issues 
that actually matter when it comes to successful 
ministry.” Collectively, those truths were named, 
explained and grappled with over the two days at 
Community UMC.
    May you not be alone, but find support in your 
struggle, and sisters to rejoice with you.
A key part of Unlock the Power was the 
fellowship opportunities. After the first keynote, 

women gathered in small 
groups to respond to Lewis’ 
remarks. Monday night 
featured dinner and optional 
affinity group seating, so, for 
example, lay women could 
network and connect with 
other lay women present. 
Every break in the schedule 
was filled with conversation 
and connection. 
   May your vision be fulfilled, 
in company with all; may you 
have brothers on your journey.
Both Monday and Tuesday 
offered a diverse set of 
workshops. Topics included 
discipling women, raising up 
a new generation of women 
leaders, transformative 
leadership in smaller setting, 
among others. The Daring 
Way facilitator Charity 
Goodwin led a workshop 
centered on heightened 
emotional awareness and 
how that impacts and 
improves leadership. On 
Tuesday, a plenary on 
serving beyond the local 

church featured Rev. Lynn Dyke, Rev. Karen 
Hayden, Rev. Amy Lippoldt from the Great 
Plains Annual Conference and Rev. Kim Jenne 
moderating. The Conference took questions and 
discussed 2016 episcopal elections, judicatory 
leadership and what happens inside the cabinet 
room during appointment season.
Blessed is she who believe there would be a fulfillment 
of what was spoken to her by the Lord
Blessed are you among women
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Responding 
to Disaster
W

hen Missy Lindner was 
asked to help with the 
Volunteer Reception 

Center following the tornado that 
struck Oak Grove on March 6, 
she said sure. She hadn’t been told 
that “help” meant she would be 
responsible for running it. But before 
she knew it, she was responsible for 
matching hundreds of volunteers with 
people in need. 
 Lindner was just in the process 
of transitioning into the part-time 
position of Missouri Conference 
Disaster Response Coordinator. 
She had been on a trip to assess 
the damage from a tornado that hit 
Perryville on February 28, and found 
the response to be well-organized 
and established when she got there. 
She was on a conference call about 
Perryville when word came in about 
the tornado in Oak Grove, right in 
her backyard. 
 It was a rapid start to a new 
position, but Lindner came into it 
prepared. As a member of Woods 
Chapel UMC in Lee’s Summit, 
she spent the month of March in 

Louisiana for five years in a row, 
working on Hurricane Katrina 
recovery.
 “I used a church van to deliver tools 
to teams 12 hours a day,” she said. 
Although Lindner’s job is part-time, 
she not only works around the clock 
for days on end in times of disaster, 
she also brings to the table her 
husband Ivan, another person with 
deep experience in disaster response. 
Ivan retired from his job in 2010 and 
was considering what his next big 
thing would be when the tornado 
struck Joplin. The couple ended up 
spending about two years in Joplin, 
volunteering full-time in disaster 
response recovery efforts.
 Although the couple had never 
been solely responsible for a running 
a Volunteer Reception Center before, 
they possess a wealth of disaster 
response experience and handled the 
task well. The tornado hit Oak Grove 
on Monday evening, March 6. On 
Wednesday the Volunteer Reception 
Center opened at noon and processed 
through 220 volunteers. The next day 
there were about 500 volunteers. On 
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Friday there were another 300 – 400 volunteers. 
Some came as groups. Others just showed up 
individually. On Saturday Helping Hands from the 
Church of Latter Day Saints showed up with a lot 
of chainsaws and equipment. The initial challenge 
was coming up with things for them all to do.
 “Being near a metropolitan area the local news 
coverage was extensive. I feel the situation was 
a little over-hyped by the local news,” Ivan said. 
“We had a lot of volunteers coming in from the 
metro area and surrounding region. The storm was 
severe but not as bad as people expected based on 
what they had heard. We’ve had so many people 
here volunteering that a lot of work was completed 
quickly. The servant hearts of people never ceases 
to amaze me. We had many people showing up 
everyday to help, many taking off work or coming 
in after they got off work.”
 Less than a week after the tornado, there were 
only 40 homes in Oak Grove, and about another 
40 in the county, that did not yet have the power 
turned back on. 
 “There were nearly 500 homes affected, and 
some people heard that as destroyed, but many 
of those 500 homes only had minor damage,” 

Ivan said. “The last I heard there were 
approximately 170 homes classified 
in the minor, major and destroyed 
categories.”
 There was an over abundance of 
donations of food, water and clothing 
coming in.
  “The best way to help upfront is 
by donating money,” Ivan said. “This 
allows local agencies to buy what is 
needed, which varies for different 
communities.” 
 They had over a hundred intakes 
(requests for help) at the Volunteer 
Reception Center, and were calling 
everyone on the list. The vast majority 
of people impacted by the storm were 
insured. It will be determined later how 
much reconstruction help will be needed 
for those who are uninsured or under 
insured. That is not fully determined 
until months after the damages.
 “It’s a close-knit town. People take 
care of each other,” Ivan said. “In these 
rural communities, people have trucks, tractors and 
other equipment that helps them recover.” 
 Once the VRC closed to walk-ins, they started 
taking intakes via the United Way’s 211 disaster 
recovery hotline. 
 Scott Burdin, a member of the Missouri 
Conference staff, went to the area March 16 – 17 
with the Conference skid loader. He helped clear 
debris around a home that had been knocked off its 
foundation. He was then sent out to a property near 
Bates City. 
 “I was skeptical as to whether there would be 
really be any storm damage at this site because as 
I was driving out there everything was fine, and it 
was miles from the closest damage,” Burdin said. 
“Then I came over the top of the hill, and you could 
see right where a tornado had touched down with 
lots of big trees down and buildings destroyed.”

“It’s a close-knit 
town. People take 
care of each other.” 
Ivan Lindner

A trampoline is embedded into the side of a house in Oak 
Grove from the winds of a tornado.



13www.moumethodist.org

 Spring storms continue. On April 4, a tornado hit 
the town of Goodman in southwest Missouri and 
the surrounding rural community. About 40 homes 
and a dozen businesses received damage, as well as 
the elementary school and the fire station. The local 
food bank was destroyed, so food donations were 
rerouted to Neosho. Immediately after the tornado 
Lindner was in contact with Jill Bryant of Catholic 
Charities, who was coordinating Early Response 
Teams. The Lindner’s referred early response teams 
from Missouri Conference churches to Bryant, 
and will soon be doing an onsite assessment to 
determine the need for future volunteer teams in the 
community’s long-term recovery effort. 
 Before the storms hit, the Lindner’s had begun 
work on some long-term recovery efforts. At the 

end of January, they did a scouting trip to the St. 
Louis area, where they were working on plans 
for volunteer teams to assist with flood recovery 
work that remained from flooding that occurred 
at the end of 2015. The area had thousands of 
intake forms, or request for help, with perhaps 
several hundred homes needing complete rebuilds. 
There is an immediate need for rebuild teams in 
the St. Louis area. The organization handling the 
rebuild efforts is very well organized and housing is 
available at the Eureka UMC. To volunteer or for 
more information, contact Denise Kasten at 314-
267-0813 or denise_kasten@usc.salvationarmy.org.

Is your church interested 
in sending a volunteer 
team to help people in an 
area affected by a natural 
disaster? Contact Missy 
Lindner at mlindner@
moumethodist.org.  

Although some homes in Oak Grove weren’t 
affected at all or received only small amounts 

of damage, others were completely destroyed.
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Remember, back in the 
day, when we use to 
have a ton of kids at 
church? I wish we 
could be more like the 

big church down the street that has 
a million teenagers in youth group. 
Sunday used to be church day, now 
it seems like all the families are at 
some sports game.
 I’m guessing, if you are blessed 
to be part of 75 percent of United 
Methodist churches in the state who 
are small to mid-size churches, that 
you’ve heard these phrases before 
and perhaps even thought them 
yourself.  It’s fair to say that culture 
has dealt our traditional children’s 
ministries a blow in the past 20 
years, frustrating churches and 
disheartening volunteers who have 
poured their life into reaching the 
youngest disciples in the church.
 But perhaps, instead of preparing 
funeral liturgies for our once 
thriving children’s ministry, this is 
an opportunity to see with new eyes 
how God’s Spirit is changing and 
transforming our churches. Yes, it 

may be the end to the way we’ve 
always done it, but that means it 
can also be the beginning to a 
new chapter of God’s story for 
the church. 
 Mark 10:14-16, “Don’t push 
these children away. Don’t ever 
get between them and me. These 
children are the very center of life 
in the kingdom. Mark this: Unless 
you accept God’s kingdom in the 
simplicity of a child, you’ll never 
get in.” I love this scripture because 
it is a promise that God will never 
give up on these young disciples. 
They are the heart of God’s new 
community. And maybe, just 
maybe, the changes in children and 
youth ministry are God’s way of 
helping to change the church. What 
if God was using this opportunity 
to reshape the way we see our 
relationships inside the church and 
our work within our communities?
 If you look at the history of 
children’s and youth ministry 
programs, the ideas that we 
cherish today were all born out of 
a missional sense of reaching the 

community. Sunday School began 
in the industrial age as a chance 
for the church to help teach the 
working poor how to read on their 
only day not in the factory. The 
concept of “youth group” came out 
the 1970’s when the church realized 
that teenagers were absent from 
their pews. All of these programs 
were born out of an awareness of the 
needs of the community and a desire 
to reach children and youth where 
they were. 
 That’s exactly the call that 
researchers and think tanks for 
children’s and youth ministry 
today are calling for. Most books 
on this subject boil down to a few 
suggestions for churches. 
• Step 1: Take a deep breath and 

take advice from Queen Elsa 
to just “let it go.” Stop pouring 
resources into programs that are 
dwindling in size and enthusiasm. 

• Step 2: Pray. Pray with your eyes 
open, understand your unique 
calling as a church and what you 
have to offer. 

• Step 3: Use your strengths. 

SMALL CHURCH 

NEXT GEN 
MINISTRY

BY KATIE NIX
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 Sounds simple enough, but we all 
know how well change is received in 
the church (I can hear you laughing 
right now). But the good news is that 
research is actually falling on the side 
of the small churches. You read that 
right. The findings show that youth 
who come from the smaller churches, 
not the big church down the street 
with the fancy youth program that 
gives away free bicycles, are the ones 
who are sticking with their faith 
through college and into young 
adulthood.  

 What makes their faith stick?  
Church communities who integrate 
children and youth into the life 
and worship of the whole church. 
While the children and youth 
programs serve a good purpose, it’s 
the opportunities that our young 
disciples have to participate in 
worship, have intergenerational 
relationships, and experience the 
family of God that helps them 
develop a faith that is strong 
and lasting. 
 That’s why churches of any size 
can do great ministry with the 
next generation. You may only 
have a handful of dedicated kids. 
But every time you give them roles 
in worship (that are more than 
just coming up for the children’s 
message), every time you help 
organize intergenerational serving 
events, every time you let their voice 
be heard, it plants a seed. And we 
know all God needs is faith as small 
as a mustard seed, then God can do 
the rest of the hard work of growing 
mighty trees that will change the 
face of the church. 

 Author’s note: If you are looking 
to sink your teeth into this more, 
grab yourself a copy of Sticky Faith by 
Kara Powell and Chap Clark. It not 
only goes deeper into the research 
of the changes happening in next 
generation ministry, it is also full 
of ideas on how to create vibrant 
ministries without big numbers or a 
big budget. 

Pastor Katie Nix is the lead pastor 
of Trinity UMC. In her previous life 
she was the Associate Pastor of Family 
Ministries and is currently finishing 
her doctorate in ministry in the area of 
family mission trips. Her three favorite 
loves are Jesus, her kids, and the St. 
Louis Cardinals (though not always in 
that order). 

Rev. Katie Nix gives the Missouri Conference 
staff a tour of the nursery that was being 
remodeled at Trinity UMC in Moberly in 2015.
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R ev. Bruce Baxter is 
about to make a big 
move in one sense, 
but geographically he 
isn’t moving at all. He 

will be the next Southeast District 
superintendent. 
 “The district office is about a mile 
from my house. My commute will 
be shorter than it is to La Croix,” 
Baxter said. 
 For the past three years, Baxter 
has been executive pastor at La 
Croix UMC in Cape Girardeau, 
the largest church in the Missouri 
Conference. In that role he provided 
leadership to the staff and is 
responsible for driving the vision 
and initiatives set by La Croix’s 
Leadership Team. As leader of that 
team, he has helped the church live 
into their Next 25 vision, a course 
the church set in 2013, the year of 
their 25th anniversary, to guide their 
development in the next 25 years. 
 Baxter wasn’t a preacher at La 
Croix. That role remained with 
Senior Pastor Ron Watts and 
Rev. Brett Cheek. Being a non-
preaching pastor was a big shift for 
Baxter. In his previous appointment 
at Wesley UMC in Springfield, 
he was preaching four times every 
Sunday morning. 

 Wesley UMC is a large church, 
but Baxter has plenty of small 
church experience. The church he 
served previous to Wesley was as 
small as you can get: zero members.  
 In the summer of 1990, Baxter 
started working on a new church 
start in O’Fallon called SunRise 
through the Gateway Regional 
District. When purchasing land, 
they had the option of the five acre 
parcel that they bought, or a 40-acre 
parcel elsewhere. Baxter thought 
that with the expected growth in 
the area, they might exceed the 
capacity of what they could do on 
five acres, but it was decided that 
when the church grew large enough, 
it would plant another church. 
 It did that in its eighth year, 
bringing someone on staff to plant a 
new church. That person, Rev. Mike 
Schreiner, planted Morning Star 
about two miles away. 
 “When I planted a new church, 
I experienced some resistance 
from established churches that 
thought we would be taking 
people who might start going to 
our church,” Baxter said. “I told 
Mike that if I hadn’t been able to 
reach the unchurched people in our 
community in eight years, it would 
be a good thing for him to have a 

shot at it, and I didn’t care if I he 
sent invitation cards in the mail to 
my house. And he did.” 
 Being supportive rather than 
competitive worked well for 
both churches. SunRise did not 
experience a loss of members, and 
Morning Star sent invitations 
to more homes than Baxter’s, as 
the church grew to what is now 
the second largest church in the 
Missouri Conference. Morning 
Star has maintained that church 
planting ethos and has planted The 
Word at Shaw and The Way in 
Wentzville and is currently involved 
in additional new church plants. 
 Baxter has been married to 
Audrey for 34 years. His daughter, 
Bethany, is married and living in 
Houston, Texas, where she is a 
professional vocalist at the Episcopal 
Cathedral. His son, David, is a bass 
player in the praise band at The Way 
in Wentzville, and David’s wife 
volunteers in hospitality there.
 “Now my granddaughter attends 
a church (The Way) that is the 
granddaughter church of SunRise,” 
Baxter said.
 Baxter was introduced to the 
new church start way of thinking 
early. Soon after his family moved 
to St. Louis in 1968, a Lutheran 

Baxter to be Southeast 
   District Superintendent
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pastor knocked on their door, 
inviting them to church. They 
politely declined, saying that they 
were United Methodist. He told 
them he knew of a new Methodist 
church just getting started that was 
meeting in a local high school, so 
they decided to check it out. That 
was Green Trails United Methodist 
Church, the church Baxter was part 
of during his middle school and 
high school years. 
 Like most Missouri Conference 
pastors, Baxter has also served rural 
churches, starting out his ministry 
at the Defiance and Shiloh (Pleasant 
Hill) charge, followed by the 
Wellsville-Middletown charge. 
 When he makes the rounds in the 
Southeast District, Baxter will have 

some transportation options. He’s an 
avid motorcycle rider and also has his 
private pilot license. 
 Baxter has a love of learning and 
a stack of degrees to show for it. He 
has a Bachelor’s of Science from the 
University of Missouri – St. Louis 
in business administration with 
an emphasis in accounting and is 
a Certified Public Accountant, a 
Masters of Divinity (concentration 
in Biblical studies) from Asbury 
Theological Seminary, a Masters 
in Theology from Covenant 
Theological Seminary, and a Ph. D. 
from St. Louis University in Higher 
Education Administration. His 
dissertation was on the experience 
of internet-based online Master of 
Divinity education of students in the 

Wesleyan tradition.
 Missouri Bishop Bob Farr said 
Baxter’s knowledge and experience 
in education, particularly how it 
relates to mentoring pastors, will 
serve him well in his role as a 
district superintendent. Bishop Farr 
said it wasn’t his intention to make 
changes to the cabinet this year, but 
it was clear to him that Missouri 
UMC in Columbia was in need of 
the qualities that current Southeast 
District Superintendent Rev. Fred 
Leist possesses. 
 “We’ll miss Fred on the cabinet, 
but the needs of the local church are 
a priority to me,” Bishop Farr said. 
 He’s looking forward to Baxter 
coming onto the cabinet.
 “Bruce has demonstrated a 
lifelong ministry of growing 
churches and being fruitful. He 
has been a great leader as chair of 
our Board of Ordained Ministry 
and in his work on Conference staff 
in Congregational Development,” 
he said. “This will be a seamless 
transition in which Bruce can 
continue the great work that Fred 
has been doing in the Southeast 
District.”
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The Vile 
Practices 
of Church 

Leadership:
Finance & 

Administration

Nathaniel Berneking grew up in 
Herculaneum, Missouri, a small town 

on the Mississippi River about 35 
minutes south of downtown St. Louis. 

He graduated from both the College of 
Arts & Sciences (’98) and Law School 
(’01) at Saint Louis University. As an 

undergraduate, he majored in history 
and minored in theology. 

Then, after practicing law for a few 
years, he went to Candler School of 

Theology (’07) at Emory University in 
Atlanta, GA. The last local church he 

served as pastor was Green Trails UMC 
in Chesterfield. He is currently the 
Missouri Conference Director of 

Finance and Administration. 

NOW READ THIS

18 MAY 2017  |  The Missouri Methodists
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Why did you write this book? As I wrote 
it, I sometimes asked myself why I ever started 
writing it. At some level, I think I wrote it because 
I feel any overwhelming compulsion to write. But, 
I wrote a book about finance and administration 
specifically because I’m really passionate when it 
comes to providing resources to pastors and churches. 
I considered it part of my work as the Conference 
Director of Finance & Administration. I’ve long 
seen churches and pastors struggle when it comes to 
issues of finance, administration and law. I have some 
know-how in those areas and saw the writing as a 
means of providing another resource to pastors and 
churches, especially those in Missouri. 

Who is it for/who is the audience? The book 
is meant for pastors and laity who lead in local 
churches, though parts of it could be helpful for 
anyone who’s looking for a Christian approach to 
personal finance. 

In a few words, tell me what you hope 
readers gain by reading your book. I want 
readers to walk away with two understandings: First, 
I want them to walk away with the conviction that 
good ministry must be supported by good financial 
and administrative health. Churches too often miss 
opportunities for great ministry by getting distracted 
with financial and administrative struggles. Good 
financial and administrative practices are just the cost 
of doing business as pastors and local churches. They 
don’t necessarily mean you’ll have effective ministry, 
but you’ll never have effective ministry without them. 
Second, I want readers to walk away believing that 
good financial and administrative practices just 
require a willingness to engage other local church 
leaders with trust and a willingness to learn. They 
aren’t hard to implement, but they do require certain 
virtues like generosity, trust and openness to learning 
new things. 

Tell us about your writing process. I started 
the book about two years ago. I finished in about six 
months. Abingdon Press then put it on a schedule 
for release in 2017. I don’t write on a schedule, but 
I do write almost every day. Now that I’ve finished 
this one, I’ve been spending a lot more time trying 
my hand at fiction. I’m hoping to publish a novel in 
the next couple years, but we’ll see. That’s a whole 
different publication process.

When I was working on this book, I used outlines 
for each chapter based on the proposal I submitted to 
the publisher. I centered it all around a couple central 
ideas: that finance and administration aren’t always 
fun but are critically necessary if we are to find our 
way to holiness as individual and communities; and 
second, that churches and pastors must start their 
financial and administrative lives with generosity. 
Those ideas provided a good framework, and I filled 
out everything from those two starting points.

I spent a few months writing the first three chapters. 
Then, I just decided to finish in a short amount of 
time. I took a retreat and wrote aggressively every 
day for about five days. A couple of those days I 
found myself producing 8,000 to 10,000 words. 
I completely finished a draft of the book on that 
retreat, then spent several weeks revising and re-
writing. I’m really particular about my writing, with 
strong convictions about how sentences sound in 
someone’s head. Because of that, I finely hone every 
page. I also had colleagues take a look, including a 
handful of other Conference treasurers. They were 
critical to the process. 

How is writing for publication different than 
writing a sermon? I’m sure some of our authors 
would disagree, but I think they are two different 
practices entirely. I’ll also acknowledge that I think 
writing and process is really personal. Because of 
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Illmo United Methodist Church of Scott City 
has carried on the giving and caring work begun 
by lifetime member Kim Eifert by starting Kim’s 
Kids in 2015. 
 Kim Eifert was a devoted paraeducator at Scott 
City Public Schools. He loved the students and 
their families, and gave of himself to see to their 
needs met. Kim shared these needs with the 
church which took this on as their mission. Kim 
passed away on August 6, 2013, from cancer at 
age 59. Thus the legacy of “Kim’s Kids” began. 
 In the past two years the church and school 
has raised $8,700 to benefit the youth in the 
Scott City Schools. To date, over 40 coats, gloves 
and hats have been given to those in need. Forty 
polo shirts for students were given in compliance 

with the school dress 
code. Thirteen $100 
gift cards to Bob’s 
Foodliner provided a 
holiday meal to needy 
families. A dad raising 
three children on his 
own was given a gift 
certificate to Toys-R-
Us to help with the 
holiday. Bicycles were also given to students. 
 “This loving ministry will continue in the 
memory of our friend, Kim Eifert,” said Rev. Jim 
Woeltje. “The members of the church, school and 
community have come together to make Kim’s 
memory a lasting and relevant one.”  
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that, I’m not sure everyone 
would answer this the same 
way. A sermon is about 
taking a Scripture text, 
interpreting it, finding its 
claim on the lives of those 
to whom we are preaching, 
and then sharing that 
claim with a focused 
and compelling sermon. 
Everything revolves around 
communicating the claim 
of the text. 

With a book, maybe you start with a claim, and the book 
certainly has to be focused on really a single claim or set 
of claims, but you aren’t confined by the need to speak 
effectively in 20 minutes (30 for some of us). Abingdon Press 
generally imposes a word limit of about 60,000 words, and 
that’s 30 times longer than even the longest of sermons. 
You can explore and dabble. You can allow yourself to be 
more creative. And, honestly, the way something sounds in 
our heads as we read can be set against the way a preacher 
sounds speaking a sermon. It’s just different. The rhythm of 
the words is different. Alliteration can work really well in 

a sermon, but in a book can easily sound hokey or clichéd. 
Speaking is just different than reading, and because of that, 
my whole process for writing a sermon and writing for books 
or articles has to be different.  

What recently published book has been most 
influential to you, and why? How about I name an 
author instead of a book? Anthony Doerr. He is most 
known for All The Light We Cannot See, and if you’re going 
to read him, that’s the place to start. I think he’s influenced 
me because he writes with this incredible fascination with 
the world around him. He sees a seashell and starts to 
imagine something transcendent in its spiraling folds. That 
fascination gets played out in his fiction’s characters. In 
All the Light, the protagonists are fascinated by different 
fields of science, even as children. Doerr has short stories 
and even a memoir of time he spent in Rome, and all of 
them drive to the same place: The world is shot through 
with something beautiful, even divine. That sounds like 
religious conviction to me, and it’s one I want to foster in 
myself and in my daughter. I just think being fascinated 
with the world around us can be the most compelling 
personality trait we can develop. I think it’s just critical 
for pastors and laity, if we’re ever going to share the Good 
News with other people.

The Vile Practices of Church Leadership will be available May 2 at www.cokesbury.com
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LAITY VOICES

One of the things that I love 
about United Methodism is the 

connectional system. The connectional 
system reminds me how we are all 
connected in working for the Kingdom 
of God. We are not in the Kingdom– 
building work on our own. We can 
work together and learn from one 
another. I am reminded of how big our 
local connectional system is when I 
attend Annual Conference each year. 
If you stand in the vendor area located 
upstairs in the Expo Center, you can 
look out the windows and see the 
representation of Missouri clergy and 
laity expanding across the large room. 
Each year I wander to those windows 
to view this image of the UMC for 
the Missouri Conference. It gives me 
hope as I think about what is possible 
from the leadership of the individuals 
in that room.  
 As we come together June 9-12, we 
will encounter our theme, Remarkable: 
a Wesleyan Way of Discipleship, 
throughout the events and activities 
of the weekend. We will be greeted 
by new leadership. Our recently 
appointed episcopal leader will be 

leading the conference session. We 
have new leaders on conference teams 
that will share reports. We have two 
new directors and a new district 
superintendent that will be introduced. 
Besides business and introductions, 
we will have worship experiences and 
exposure to some meaningful learning 
times. Our learning times will be 
focused on discipleship, mission and 
outreach, administration and small 
church membership. We will also have 
the chance to show generous hearts 
as we celebrate ministries through 
the collection of special offerings. 
This year our collections will support 
Mozambique Initiative, Haiti Water 
Plus Project, and Refugee & Immigrant 
Communities.
 Our connectional system provides 
this opportunity for over 1,300 
Methodists to invade Springfield, 
Missouri, for four days. Who makes 
up these over 1300 individuals? Clergy, 
retiring clergy, clergy spouses, deacons, 
conference staff, lay members to annual 
conference from local churches, at-
large lay members from districts and 

the conference. The number grows 
even larger if we include worship 
teams, presenters and other guests. 
As these individuals gather, it is an 
opportunity to make connections 
with other laity, with clergy, with 
churches that are of similar size 

or with similar 
ministries. These 
connections 
during the 
weekend can 
lead to future 
interactions that 
will benefit the 
Kingdom. If you 
are attending 
Annual Conference, I challenge you to 
meet three new people and share your 
experiences with ministry in the local 
church. Live out the benefits of our 
connectional system by connecting with 
other individuals in local churches.
 We are a connectional system. If you 
are not attending annual conference, 
I invite you to participate in our 
connectional system from afar. Live 
out the discipleship theme through 
prayer. Pray for our Bishop as he leads 
his first session of Annual Conference. 
Pray for all those attending and pray 
for the worship leaders and presenters.  
Grow in your knowledge by asking 
questions when your lay person returns 
from annual conference.  
 Whether you are attending Annual 
Conference, participating in a district 
event or have curiousity about the 
United Methodist church in the 
next town over, find your willing 
spirit and friendly voice. Through 
your willingness and voice, we can 
demonstrate the value of forming 
connections with our brothers and 
sisters in Christ throughout Missouri. 
With these connections, we can make a 
difference in the life of our church and 
in our communities.

New at Annual Conference
First Timer Laity Lunch 
on Friday at 12:15 p.m.
If this is your first time attending 
annual conference, be sure to 
RSVP for the First Timer Laity 
Lunch with your registration.  
The lunch will give you the 
opportunity to learn about what 
to expect for the weekend and 
meet other first-time attendees.

Connecting 
through Conference

Amy Thompson, 
Conference Lay 

Leader

BY AMY THOMPSON
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Hello all! 
My name is Madi, and I’m the new 
Mozambique Initiative intern. I am 
very excited to be here! My hope over 
the next year is to begin building 
connections with some of you. The 
best way to get the ball rolling is to 
share a little bit about myself.  
 I am the oldest of three girls, raised 
in Kansas City, Missouri. Because I 
was raised in KC, I thrive on small 
coffee shops, good music and great 
BBQ. I am a pretty creative person. I 
enjoy crafts and D.I.Y projects a lot as 
well as photography. When it comes 
to anything athletic though, count 
me out. My favorite film of all time 

is Titanic, and I’ve watched The Office 
about nine times all the way through. 
 I originated at the University of 
Missouri as a journalism major. As 
my freshman and sophomore years 
progressed, I began to feel myself 
being called to both international 
and college-age ministry. During 
the summer of 2016, I was able to 
participate in the Crossroads program 
through the Missouri Conference. 
It was then that I realized ministry 
was my passion, so I switched to my 
current major, Communications and 
Mass Media. Now, I am a college-age 
intern at Missouri United Methodist, 
as well as for MI, and I absolutely love 

it. God has 
provided the 
space and 
opportunity 
for me to 
explore 
both areas, 
and I am 
extremely 
eager and 
excited to see what 2017 holds! 
 I look forward to working with 
Craig and the team to continue the 
great work being done alongside 
Mozambique.

mozambique initiative:
Introducing Madison Denton

Stay up-to-date with breaking 
news, upcoming events and 
important information from the 
Missouri United Methodists by 
subscribing to Net News.

www.moumethodist.org/
stayconnected

Subscribe 
to Net News
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Help! I’ve done everything that everyone has suggested, 
but my electric guitar player is still too loud! This 

is the number one frustration that I hear from worship 
leaders, music directors, and music pastors. A few months 
ago, we discussed some solutions for this issue such as 
pointing guitar amplifiers away from the congregation, 
placing speaker cabinets offstage, or pointing guitar 
amplifiers directly at the guitarist. Sometimes, these 
suggestions may not yield the desired solution, or they may 
not be practical. If you have found that this is the case for 
you, I have more suggestions.
 Sound engineers love acoustic guitar players. The reason 
for this is that acoustic guitarists generally plug directly 
into the mixing desk via direct input device. This option 
gives engineers almost complete control of the volume of 
the acoustic guitarist both on stage and through the front 
of house speakers. Basically, the only volume that a sound 
engineer can’t control in regards to the acoustic guitar player 
is the negligible amount of acoustic output produced by the 
instrument. The problem with electric guitar players is that 
we don’t traditionally have the option to plug directly into 
the mixing desk. An electric guitar connected directly to the 
mixer often yields a very undesirable tone. However, music 
technology in the last few years has begun to make this 
option more feasible through digital modeling.
 If you were an electric guitar player in the mid 90’s, you 
may remember when digital modeling had just begun. 
Digitech, Boss, Line 6 and other companies had just 
released products that claimed to digitally produce a sound 
that modeled the speaker output of a real tube amplifier. 
Those of us who experienced this technology know that the 
tone quality of those early products was less than desirable. 
Having said that, this technology has come a long way, 
especially in the last five years.

 There are now many high 
quality products that offer a 
fairly accurate representation of 
“useable” electric guitar tones. 
Some of these such as Axe FX 
II, the Line 6 Helix and the 
Kemper Profiler offer the best 
sounds, but retain price points 
near the $2,000 mark. If you 
can afford these technologies, 
that’s great. If not, you might 
consider a newer product that I 
have been using lately: the Line 6 Pod HD500X. This 
product comes in right at the $500 mark new, which can 
be purchased used for about $2-300. All of the amplifier 
and speaker cabinet models that the Pod HD500X 
offers are fairly nice representations of the real thing. In 
addition to these models, there is an endless supply of 
effects that are very usable in the worship music context. 
Most importantly, this device produces a direct input 
signal straight to the mixing desk with no external 
speaker cabinet. Therefore, stage sound can be completely 
eliminated—especially if your guitarist is willing to use 
in-ear monitors or plug his headphones directly into the 
device. If your organization or guitarist can afford $2-
300 to purchase this technology used, you will notice a 
significant improvement in the control of your stage and 
front of house mixes/volume levels.
 If you are experiencing any of the challenges listed 
above, or need further advice regarding music technology 
for your worship service, I am happy to be a resource. 
Or if you would just like to share your own opinions 
please contact me at 660-651-9964 or rmclouth@
centralmethodist.edu.

MUSIC MATTERS

Ryan McLouth is 
the Music Ministry 

Program Coordinator
and an Assistant 

Professor of Music 
at Central Methodist 

University.

Muzzling 
the Axe

BY RYAN MCLOUTH
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WESLEY IN THE WORLD TODAY

Dr. Hal Knight, 
Professor of Wesleyan 

Studies, Saint Paul 
School of Theology.

What is “true religion” for Wesley? In his 
sermon “Walking by Sight and Walking 

by Faith” he describes it as “no less than living 
in eternity, and walking in eternity,” and thereby 
“walking in the love of God and man.” It is to dwell 
in God and for God to dwell on us. “This alone,” he 
says, “is setting the crown upon Christ’s head, and 
doing his ‘will on earth, as it is done in heaven.’”
 So, what does Wesley mean by living and 
walking in eternity? He does not mean constantly 
thinking about a heavenly afterlife, while ignoring 
all that is around us. Instead, it is in a way to 
enter a new world through faith in Jesus Christ, 
to become in the here and now a citizen of the 
kingdom of God, to partake in the present of the 
life of the age to come. It is loving as God loves, 
doing God’s will on earth. This in its fullest sense 
is what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.
 It is through the power of the Holy Spirit that 
persons and churches receive this new life and 
begin to walk in eternity. We continue to grow as 
disciples as through the Spirit we abide in Christ 
through prayer, scripture, sacraments, Christian 
community and serving others.
 How does walking and living in eternity enable 
us to be disciples? Let me suggest three ways.
 First, we see the world in a new light and people 
in a new light, not as the world sees them but as 
God sees them. We see everyone as loved by God, 
created in the divine image, and as persons for 
whom Christ died. As a result, we also see how 
our world today falls grievously short of the life 
of the kingdom of God as exemplified especially 

in the life of Jesus. To see 
the gap between what God 
desires and the way things 
are gives direction for our 
discipleship: We join with 
God in actively seeking to 
bring our world more in line 
with God’s loving will.
 Second, we begin to long 
for what God longs for; 
a world without hunger, 
injustice, despair, pain and broken relationships, a 
world not driven by desires for gain, possessions, 
advancement or esteem, but by compassion for 
others and care of the earth, a world united by 
love. In short, we long for a world caught up in 
the beauty, majesty and love of God, such that it 
reflects that love throughout. This provides our 
motivation as disciples.
 Third, we begin to listen to God. We turn to 
God in prayer and seek the guidance and power 
of the Holy Spirit. Our concern is not to enlist 
God for our agendas but to sign on to the God’s 
agenda. This is the primary way we come to see 
with new eyes, be motivated by new desires, and 
have hearts governed by love. It is also the way 
God leads us beyond our usual ways of thinking 
and judging and brings our lives more in accord 
with the wisdom of God.
 May God give us ears to hear, eyes to see, and 
hearts to love, enabling us to be ever more faithful 
disciples of Jesus Christ.

BY HAL KNIGHT



Paid Advertisement

Find Lasting Happiness and 
Contentment in Your Life

What’s keeping you from being happy? Do you 
really have to lose weight or fi nd a new job 
before you can say you’re happy? No matter 
how hard we try, happiness can seem elusive. 
Even as we reach our goals, we set new ones, 
making happiness always out of reach. 

In this study, author Matt Miofsky helps you 
discover that contentment isn’t dependent on 
the “things” of life. Instead, he’ll help you see 
that happiness can be found in the value of 
our relationships, a forgiving lifestyle, living in 
the present, feeling gratitude, and learning to 
release control. 

This four-week study uses basic theology and 
the words of Solomon and, in addition to the 
book, includes a DVD featuring Matt Miofsky 
and a comprehensive Leader Guide.

Matt Miofsky is Lead Pastor of 
The Gathering United Methodist 
Church in St. Louis Missouri, a 
church with over 1,000 people 
worshiping each week across 
four sites and eight services.
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THE MISSOURI METHODIST FOUNDATION

The Missouri United Methodist 
Foundation is having a birthday. 

“We are probably going to try and 
celebrate for at least 18 months!” states 
David Atkins, the Foundation’s executive 
director.  “It really is a major milestone – 
not just for one organization but for the 
shared ministries of congregations and 
individuals across the state.”  

“Starting from scratch in 1967, the 
Foundation has grown to be a major 
source of ministry grants, seminary 
scholarships, undergraduate scholarships, 
endowment and investment services, and 
stewardship education,” Atkins recounts.    

A few facts tell a tremendous story:
• Since 2005, total Foundation assets 

under administration have nearly 
doubled to over $94 million.

• Since 2008, the average annual 
additions into the Foundation have 
totaled over $5 million, and the 
average total annual distributions out 
of the Foundation have been over $4.5 
million.

• Seminary Scholarships – Since 2005 
over $790,000. 

• Undergraduate Scholarships – Since 
2005 over $575,000.

• Ministry Grant Program – Since 
2005, nearly $3.5 million in support of 
local church projects, Congregational 
and Pastoral Development, Central 
Methodist University, and our UM 

Social Service agencies
Newer initiatives include:
• The Cole Summer Ministerial 

Internships – $30,000 available 
each summer.

• The Missouri Fellows program 
– In partnership with the 
Center for Congregational 
Excellence and local 
congregations, up to $75,000 
each year.

• And our newest initiative, in 
partnership with the Lilly Endowment 
– the Clergy & Church Financial 
Ministry (C2FM), which will make 
up to $1.5 million available in new 
educational resources and clergy direct 
aid over three years.  

 
The Foundation has been blessed over 
the years by the leadership of over 150 
dedicated United Methodist volunteer 
board members. “The Foundation Board 
of Directors has guided this venture 
from the beginning and has included 
persons of truly extraordinary talent and 
commitment to the church,” Atkins states.  

The Foundation is planning some 
special presentations and activities for 
the upcoming Annual Conference in 
Springfield and will continue to sponsor 
related events in the months ahead. 
Visit the Foundation website for more 
information about all its activities and 
services: http://www.mumf.org.

A METHODIST MILESTONE

Missouri Methodist Foundation 
Celebrates 50th Year
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Talking about diapers often elicits 
giggles, but for parents, paying for 

diapers is a serious business, especially 
when money is short for all the bills. 
There is no government assistance 
program that helps parents in poverty 
purchase diapers for their babies. 
But as someone who works with this 
population through other programs, 
Excelsior Springs UMC member 
Samantha Kilgore is well aware of the 
negative effects the expense of diapers 
can have on families. 
 “We know that one in three families 
report they don't change their babies' 
diapers as often as they feel they should, 
simply because of cost,” Kilgore said. 
 Low income families tend to spend 
more on diapers than families of more 
means. This is because these parents 
don't always have access to "big box 
stores," nor do they always have the 
means to purchase diapers in bulk, 
a cost-saving technique. The average 
cost-per-diaper in the United States is 
around .30 cents per diaper - but low 
income families often pay upwards of 
.50 cents per diaper. 
 Excelsior Springs UMC and 
Richmond UMC are doing something 

about it. Through their Mighty 
Diapers program, the churches are 
participating in a program to help 
non-profits provide people in poverty 
with diapers at cost. The program was 
a White House initiative through the 
Obama Administration. The churches 
signed up as a non-profit through 
www.jet.com. They are distributing 
up to 100 diapers a month for free to 
up to 40 families and are providing 
an opportunity for those families or 
anyone else to purchase diapers at 
wholesale prices. They also let people 
choose their quantity. 
 “This is helpful, because sometimes 
these families don't have $20 on hand 
- but they may have $5. And $5 will 
get them enough diapers to last until 
the next week when they have $5 more 
to get that week's diapers,” Kilgore 
said. Diapers are available at Excelsior 
Springs UMC every Monday evening, 
from 6:15 to 7:15, and the second 
Tuesday of the month, from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m., and at Richmond UMC at times 
that are announced prior to distribution.
 A lack of diapers impacts lives. 
Infrequent changing can lead to severe 
diaper rash, urinary tract infections, 

and extreme staph 
infections like 
MRSA. 
 “Mighty 
Diapers addresses a 
spectrum of issues 
that should be of 
great concern to 
us, as Methodists,” 
Kilgore said. “When 
we help babies, 
and young parents 
struggling to provide 
necessities for those 

babies, we are truly doing what we can 
to help ‘the least 
of these.”
    To qualify for free diapers from 
Mighty Diapers, families must live 
within the Excelsior Springs or 
Richmond school district, and be at 
or below 150 percent of the Federal 
Poverty Level. They need proof of 
residency, proof of income and birth 
certificate(s) to qualify. Prenatal 
mothers can also sign-up. Diapers at 
a vastly reduced cost are available to 
anyone to purchase without meeting 
income or residency requirements. 
 Even though they’ve only been 
at it for a few months, the churches 
are currently giving out 4,000 to 
5,000 diapers per month. One family 
mentioned they are eating better 
because by spending less on diapers 
they are able to spend more on food. 
Another family used the savings to be 
able to purchase cribs for their twins. 
 Kilgore is very encouraged by the 
impact the program is having and hopes 
to see more churches become involved. 
 “I'm so excited by the idea that 
more churches may decide to make 
this mission part of their own. It truly 
makes an impact - bigger than I ever 
imagined,” she said.  
 For more information about starting 
a diaper program in your church, email 
Kilgore at s.kilgore1979@gmail.com or 
call (816) 536-9877.  

Filling the 
Diaper Gap



THURSDAY | 06.08.2017
Pre-Conference Workshop @ 7 p.m. 
“Big Hope Disciples: Making disciples in the Wesleyan Way”
Brad Thie | Director of Thriving Rural Communities Initiative
Hosted by Core Practices

FRIDAY | 06.09.2017
Opening Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Charity Goodwin | Missouri UMC

First-Timer Laity Lunch @ 12:15 p.m.
Laity Social @ 5:15 p.m.

SATURDAY | 06.10.2017
Celebration of Ministry & Memorial Service @ 10:30 a.m.
Retirement Service @ 2 p.m.
Small Membership Church Plenary @ 4:00 p.m.
Jeremy Vickers & Kevin McNeely

Workshops @ 4:00 p.m.
Discipleship Track, Small Membership Track, Mission & Outreach Track, 
Administrative Track  [ see descriptions on page 2 ]

Ordination @ 7 p.m.
Ron Watts and the La Croix Worship Team

2017 MISSOURI ANNUAL CONFERENCE SUNDAY | 06.11.2017
Bishop’s Learning Time @ 9 a.m.
Junius Dotson | General Secretary of Discipleship Ministries

Sunday Morning Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Junius Dotson | General Secretary of Discipleship Ministries

Workshops @ 2:00 & 3:30 p.m. [ see descriptions below ]

Celebration Toast to Bishop & Susan Farr @ 6 p.m.
Meal Provided | Dessert Hosted by the Missouri United Methodist Foundation
Entertainment provided by Rose Ridge from Jefferson City

MONDAY | 06.12.2017
Bishop’s Learning Time @ 8 a.m.
Bishop Robert Farr | Missouri Conference

Sending Service with Fixing of Appointments 
& Holy Communion @ 10:30 a.m.

Workshop Facilitators - Nate Berneking I Margie Briggs I Stephanie Caro I Lucas Endicott I Scott Giffen I Karen Hayden 
Bonnie Hinrichsen I Myles Hinkel I Willis Johnson I Matt Kerner I Hal Knight I Kay Kotan I Shane Laswell I Lia McIntosh 
Lauren Miers I Adam Mustoe I Keith Morgan I Andrew Moyer I Jackie Nance I Kim Parker I Rise Against Hunger 
Donna Rose-Heim I Roger Ross I Kevin Shelton I Clayton Smith I Royal Speidel I Craig Stevenson I Teresa Stewart 
Todd Taylor I Brad Thie I Cathy Townley I Ken Willard

Discipleship Track - Workshops focused on the key measures of discipleship including next generations, children's and 
family ministry, Boomer ministry, adult discipleship, and discipleship in the Wesleyan Way.

Small Membership Church Track - Workshops geared toward the small membership church (less than 100 in weekly 
worship). Topics range from: worship, evangelism and the small membership church, technology on a budget, discipleship 
pathways and youth ministry for smaller churches. In addition, there are two offerings with a rural church focus.

Mission & Outreach Track - Workshops feature tools for local churches seeking outward-bound, mission-focused 
ministries. Including conversations about ministry WITH the community, race relations, developing a theology of mission, 
and a hands-on-mission experience with Rise Against Hunger.

Administrative Track - Workshops will emphasize the administrative function of the Church, including topics such as 
capital campaigns, making “the Ask”, developing a generous culture not season; and the Conference budget.

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Refugee & Immigrant Communities
Celebration of Ministry & Memorial Service
Haiti Water Plus | Ordination
Mozambique Initiative | Sunday Morning Worship

Worship Curator
Kevin McBeth
Manchester UMC
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3601 Amron Court, Columbia, MO 65202 | moumethodist.org



THURSDAY | 06.08.2017
Pre-Conference Workshop @ 7 p.m. 
“Big Hope Disciples: Making disciples in the Wesleyan Way”
Brad Thie | Director of Thriving Rural Communities Initiative
Hosted by Core Practices

FRIDAY | 06.09.2017
Opening Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Charity Goodwin | Missouri UMC

First-Timer Laity Lunch @ 12:15 p.m.
Laity Social @ 5:15 p.m.

SATURDAY | 06.10.2017
Celebration of Ministry & Memorial Service @ 10:30 a.m.
Retirement Service @ 2 p.m.
Small Membership Church Plenary @ 4:00 p.m.
Jeremy Vickers & Kevin McNeely

Workshops @ 4:00 p.m.
Discipleship Track, Small Membership Track, Mission & Outreach Track, 
Administrative Track  [ see descriptions on page 2 ]

Ordination @ 7 p.m.
Ron Watts and the La Croix Worship Team

2017 MISSOURI ANNUAL CONFERENCE SUNDAY | 06.11.2017
Bishop’s Learning Time @ 9 a.m.
Junius Dotson | General Secretary of Discipleship Ministries

Sunday Morning Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Junius Dotson | General Secretary of Discipleship Ministries

Workshops @ 2:00 & 3:30 p.m. [ see descriptions below ]

Celebration Toast to Bishop & Susan Farr @ 6 p.m.
Meal Provided | Dessert Hosted by the Missouri United Methodist Foundation
Entertainment provided by Rose Ridge from Jefferson City

MONDAY | 06.12.2017
Bishop’s Learning Time @ 8 a.m.
Bishop Robert Farr | Missouri Conference

Sending Service with Fixing of Appointments 
& Holy Communion @ 10:30 a.m.

Workshop Facilitators - Nate Berneking I Margie Briggs I Stephanie Caro I Lucas Endicott I Scott Giffen I Karen Hayden 
Bonnie Hinrichsen I Myles Hinkel I Willis Johnson I Matt Kerner I Hal Knight I Kay Kotan I Shane Laswell I Lia McIntosh 
Lauren Miers I Adam Mustoe I Keith Morgan I Andrew Moyer I Jackie Nance I Kim Parker I Rise Against Hunger 
Donna Rose-Heim I Roger Ross I Kevin Shelton I Clayton Smith I Royal Speidel I Craig Stevenson I Teresa Stewart 
Todd Taylor I Brad Thie I Cathy Townley I Ken Willard

Discipleship Track - Workshops focused on the key measures of discipleship including next generations, children's and 
family ministry, Boomer ministry, adult discipleship, and discipleship in the Wesleyan Way.

Small Membership Church Track - Workshops geared toward the small membership church (less than 100 in weekly 
worship). Topics range from: worship, evangelism and the small membership church, technology on a budget, discipleship 
pathways and youth ministry for smaller churches. In addition, there are two offerings with a rural church focus.

Mission & Outreach Track - Workshops feature tools for local churches seeking outward-bound, mission-focused 
ministries. Including conversations about ministry WITH the community, race relations, developing a theology of mission, 
and a hands-on-mission experience with Rise Against Hunger.

Administrative Track - Workshops will emphasize the administrative function of the Church, including topics such as 
capital campaigns, making “the Ask”, developing a generous culture not season; and the Conference budget.

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Refugee & Immigrant Communities
Celebration of Ministry & Memorial Service
Haiti Water Plus | Ordination
Mozambique Initiative | Sunday Morning Worship

Worship Curator
Kevin McBeth
Manchester UMC
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Individual Mailed Subscription
This magazine is automatically sent to all clergy and 
selected church leaders, but is also available to anyone 
for $20 per year. Send checks payable to the Missouri 
Conference to Lorraine Sanders at 3601 Amron Court, 
Columbia, MO, 65202. 

Bulk Subscriptions
This is a good way for churches to distribute to members at 
less than half the cost of individual subscriptions. 

Prices are $100 to receive a box of 10 magazines monthly 
for a year, 25 magazines monthly for $200; 50 magazines 
for $350, or 100 magazines for $500 per year. Send checks 
payable to the Missouri Conference to Lorraine Sanders at 
3601 Amron Court, Columbia, MO, 65202.

Read Online
Every issue is available on our website at 
www.moumethodist.org/magazine.

Read Via Email

Subscribe for free to have a PDF of each issue emailed 
to you by selecting The Missouri Methodists at www.
moumethodist.org/stayconnected.

Use An App

The magazine is available via a free app on iPads or iPhones. 
Search the iTunes library for The Missouri Methodists.

Share & Speak Up

Reading this magazine on paper or online? Don’t forget to 
share. Paper copies can be passed around, and links to the 
digital version can be e-mailed, posted on social media or 
posted on websites. If you have anything you would like to 
share about the magazine, or if you want to connect Fred 
Koenig, Editor of The Missouri Methodists, with a talented 
writer, photographer or videographer in your congregation, 
e-mail fkoenig@moumethodist.org.

Ways to Read The Missouri Methodists
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For more event Information visit: 
http://www.moumethodist.org/events

Licensing School
SUNDAY, MAY 21 TO SATURDAY, MAY 27
Location: Central Methodist University, 411 Central Methodist 
Square, Fayette, MO 65248
Contact: Jennifer Gragg, 573-441-1770
Email: jgragg@moumethodist.org

Join us at Central Methodist University for the Missouri 
Local Pastor Licensing School. Learn more at http://www.
moumethodist.org/localpastorlicensingschool.

Ray Buckley Teaches Storytelling
SATURDAY, MAY 6
Time: 8 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Location: Missouri Annual Conference, 3601 Amron Ct., 
Columbia MO 65202
Contact: Rick Matson, (573) 529-529-1210, rmatson@aol.com
Registration: $32, Lunch Available for $8

Lay Servants Tell Stories: Storytelling as Legacy, Culture, and Faith
One day event open to all May 6th, 8:30 am to 5:00 pm. at the 
Missouri Annual Conference Center.

Participants are responsible for obtaining their course book. Open 
to all. Serves as an Advanced Course in Lay Servant Ministries. 
Contact Rick Matson, rmatson573@aol.com for additional 
information. Learn more at http://www.moumethodist.org/
newsdetail/raybuckley-8052656.

Missouri Annual Conference Session
FRIDAY, JUNE 9 TO MONDAY, JUNE 12
Location: Springfield Expo Center, 635 E St Louis St., 
Springfield, MO 6580

Join us at the Missouri Annual Conference Session from Friday, 
June 9 through Monday, June 12 at the Springfield Expo Center.
For more information, see pages 28 – 29.
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Are you awake? My photography 
increasingly becomes an act 

of silent worship in which my aim is 
to notice the creative face of God. 
Looking at the world through my lens 
helps keep my soul awake to what God 
desires to show me. Do you remember 
in Mark’s gospel when Jesus repeatedly 
commands his disciples in the Garden 
of Gethsemane to stay awake? 

Photography as a spiritual discipline is 
one way we can stay awake to eternal 
moments if used in a way similar to 
Lectio Divina. It becomes a form of 
contemplative prayer where one may 
encounter the sacred in even the 
mundane as the images are creatively 
received.  Something clicked in my 
mind back when reading “The Practice 
of the Presence of God” by Brother 

Lawrence (yes, I’ve taken pictures 
of salt shakers). This contemplative 
picture was taken about two blocks 
from my house on yesterday’s walk. 
You can practice contemplative 
photography anywhere! Grab any 
camera! 

BY ERIC MATTSONPARTING SHOT


