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ABOUT THE COVER
Getrude Bien-Aime talks 

to volunteers from Missouri 
who are visiting her at her 
facility for handicapped 

children in Haiti.

Christian
My Dad once said I should be a preacher. His advice wasn’t based on my oratory skills. I 
couldn’t have been worse in that area. I’m also sure he didn’t think I was in possession of 
some wisdom that needed to be bestowed on the masses. It was more practical than that. 
He thought since most of what the preacher was doing were things that everyone had to do 
anyway, you might as well be the only person in the room getting a check. 
 Before I get a crowd from the Board of Ordained ministry gathering at my office 
explaining how pastors work more than Sunday morning, let me give you a little context.  
My Dad attended a Baptist church within walking distance from his farm. His father and 
grandfather built the church 110 years ago. Attendance ran in the 20s in the good years. 
Lately it has been less than 10. 
 In considering the role of the pastor, one of the first things to come to mind is visiting 
people of the church who are in the hospital and nursing home. To my Dad, this fell 
into the category of something everyone has to do anyway. These are your friends and 
neighbors. It is your basic responsibility as a decent person to check in on them. This isn’t 
even a Christian thing. Non-believers can also be very good at visiting. 
 In addition to attending to the infirmed, there are weddings and funerals within the 
congregation that the pastor is involved with, but once again, they are the friends and 
neighbors of all of the members of the church. Attendance isn’t really optional in a small 
country church, and people have to pitch in to help.
 Preparing a sermon is a pastor-only role, but Dad saw study of the scripture as a basic 
requirement of Christian discipleship. In addition to regular Bible reading, he would study 
his Sunday school lesson through the week. At his church, there was a little box on the 
back of the offering envelope that queried you about studying your lesson. This number was 
recorded and posted on the board, along with attendance, attendance a year ago, offering, 
offering a year ago and how many people brought their Bibles.
 The preacher has to be at every worship service, but from my Dad’s perspective, this is a 
basic requirement of every member. It’s a commandment, for goodness sake – the one about 
remembering the Sabbath and keeping it Holy. Dad was a busy guy, but he never missed 
church. And by never, I mean I’m not aware of one single time. 
 When it comes to administrative functions that go along with running a church, that was 
pretty much handled by the church officers, which amounts to everyone when you have a 
congregation the size of his. 
 A pastor friend once told me he was frustrated with his congregation because they 
all expected him to be Christian on their behalf. They wanted him to do visiting and 
ministering in the community because that’s what they hired him to do. They didn’t want 
to do it on their own. 
 When you have church members who fully embrace their role, you can have vital churches 
of any size. The Missouri Conference has a lot of very small membership churches – many 
of which have been small for a long time. They often touch the lives of people in their 
community in profound ways. People are compelled into leadership and rise to the challenge.
 My father, Chris Koenig, died February 15, 2017. As I was going through paperwork 
with family members, I found some documents that had been given to him by a sibling 
years ago. In it was his birth certificate, which had his full name as Christian. None of us 
had known that was his name. We’re not even sure if he knew it. But he lived it.
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LETTER FROM BISHOP FARR

In Christ,

Bishop Bob Farr
Missouri Conference of the
United Methodist Church

W e all know the experience of getting ready for 
something: Getting ready for a trip, for a birthday 

party, for Christmas, a big meal or company. 
 What does it mean to get ready when you don’t know for 
what you’re getting ready?
 The disciples didn’t know for what they were preparing. 
So, when Jesus said in John’s Gospel, Chapter 13, “You 
can’t follow me where I’m going,” the disciples didn’t 
understand. To Peter’s question, “Why can’t we follow 
now?” Jesus responded, “Really? You’ll lay down your life 
for me? The truth is that you will deny me three times 
before the rooster crows.”
 So, how do you prepare for something you don’t 
know is coming? Remember how a woman at Bethany 
in Mark’s Gospel came up to Jesus, opened a bottle of 
perfume and poured it on His head? The disciples were 
indignant to her in her act. They didn’t know what was 
coming or that she was part of the preparedness Jesus 
needed for His crucifixion.
 Remember the young man who asked Jesus, “What 
must I do to get eternal life?” That was a preparedness 
question. What should we be doing?
 Remember the story Jesus told of the virgins awaiting 
the bridegroom? Some took oil lamps, and some took oil 
lamps with extra oil. The night didn’t go as planned for the 
ones without extra oil. Jesus said, “So stay alert. You have 
no idea when the groom might arrive.”
 Might Jesus have been reminding us to be prepared?
 Jesus, just after being baptized by a reluctant John, was 
driven (some say taken) into the wild to be tested. The 
same spirit that came down to approve of His baptism is 
the one that drove Him into the wild. You never know for 
what you’re preparing.
 What preparations are we taking for life’s journey?
 I spent 30 years in fire service. One saying I learned 
and found to be true was, “90 percent of fire service work 
is getting ready; 10 percent is actually going on the call.” 
The second saying I found to be true was, “There’s no such 
thing as a routine call.” I found that both of these truths 
can be applied to life. 
 We, like the first disciples, don’t often know what is 
coming in our futures. As those disciples discovered, 

there is no such thing as a routine 
future; so we better be as prepared as 
possible.
 Lent is the church’s way to draw us 
back to our basic preparations; to draw 
us back to our foundations; and to draw 
us back toward God in Jesus Christ.
 Wesley’s third rule: “Stay in 
love with God,” begs the question, 
“how?” Wesley’s answer: By attending to the ordinances 
of God or what we call the means of grace. In fact, 
Methodism was a set of practices for discipleship more 
than an organizational model. If you want to draw closer 
to God, Wesley advised us to practice: prayer, worship, 
study, Holy Communion, holy conferencing, fasting and 
searching the scriptures.
 These are the preparation tools that ready us for whatever 
is coming and wherever the wind drives us. They are the 
basics of spiritual life that can lead us to a life as followers 
of Jesus Christ. They are practices that see us through our 
own wilderness.
 Truth is, Jesus spent three years preparing the disciples 
for the big unknown of the cross. Only after Easter 
did most of them realize for what they were preparing; 
much less comprehend what was going to happen. Yet, 
the preparations by Jesus gave them the opportunity to 
see a whole new world and new vision of God. From the 
beginning of time, what had been prepared for them and 
us was salvation and grace. 
 Before any celebrations can occur, preparations must take 
place. May it be so with us.

Bishop Bob Farr
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G
ertrude Bein-
Aime was a nun 
with Missionaries 
for Charity. The 
organization, 
founded by Mother 
Teresa, has two 
facilities in Haiti, a 
home for children, 
in which they 
provide care to 
children who are 

malnourished and extremely ill, and Sans Fil, a 
home for the dying. While serving amidst the 
young and the old suffering and dying under the 
most dire circumstances, Bein-Aime was given a 
task by Missions of Charity that she just couldn’t 
do: relocate to the United States. 
 “They were sending me to the United States, and 
it was very difficult for me to leave my country,” 
she said. “I said, ‘I cannot leave my country. I have 
to stay.’” 
 About that time, she also experienced a personal 
calling. She had often seen handicapped children 
on the street or on public transportation (tap-taps) 
being shunned by others, and it hurt her heart. 
 “I decided, ‘I will care for them,’” she said. 
 Children with disabilities are sometimes shunned 
or discarded for superstitious reasons in Haiti. 
 Bein-Aime started out meeting parents with 
disabled children at the hospital. Now the children 
come to her at her facility, Notre Maison. She 
has a reputation as a good facility, and sometimes 
children are brought to her by government officials. 
 “I’ve been doing this for more than 20 years, and I 
still love it,” she said. 
 She operates an orphanage in which some 
children stay all of the time, and some children 
attend school during the day and just live at her 
facility. In conjunction with it, she also operates 
a guest house for visitors. Her building was 
destroyed by the earthquake in 2010. At that 
time, she considered getting out of the guest 
house business and focusing entirely on taking 
care of the children. But people who had stayed 
there implored her to reopen, and she decided she 
needed to continue operating the guest house to 
earn money for her orphanage.

“I would not be able to 
do this without groups 
of people, like Debbie, 
who come to help me.” 
Gertrude Bein-Aime

Volunteers from Missouri visit with 
Gertrude Bein-Aime at Notre Maison.
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 Four years ago, Kearney UMC made Haiti their 
focus for international mission work. Their first entry 
into Haiti was through the Missouri Conference’s 
water filter distribution effort, but from the beginning 
they also wanted to focus on relationship building. 
They entered Haiti carefully, having done book studies 
around Toxic Charity and When Helping Hurts, two 

popular books that caution about charitable work that 
does more harm than good. 
 Now they are basing their work around connections 
formed at Notre Maision. It has been an effort that 
involves the whole congregation. Even children have 
contributed by setting up lemonade stands to raise 
money to sponsor a child to go to school. 
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“Once we made connection with Gertrude and 
decided to focus on education, things really took 
off,” Rev. Spencer Smith said. 
 Debra Buzard, a member of Kearney UMC, has 
been involved in Haiti from the beginning with 
Kearney, getting started with a Missouri Conference 
water filter team. She now heads up Love Haiti, 
the church’s signature project, as well as support for 
Notre Maison. The church supports Kim Gabriel, a 
full-time worker at Notre Maison who works with 
the students and the teachers. 
 Additionally, Buzard serves on the advisory 
council for Notre Maison. She’s the treasurer, and 
Kearney UMC serves as the financial base for 
Notre Maison. 
 “I would not be able to do this without groups of 
people, like Debbie, who come to help me,” Bein-
Aime said.
 The first time Buzard visited, all the children were 
sleeping together in on small room. She found several 
children tied to chairs. “They have really come a long 
way in five years,” she said. Now the children are 
getting some physical therapy and basic education. 
 “There’s been a tremendous improvement made 
in quality of life there,” Buzard said. Notre Maison 
currently has about 45 children under some auspice 
of its care. 
 About 30 members of Kearney have traveled to 
Haiti. The church sends around three mission teams 
per year that vary in size. 
 The church adopted a focus on education, and 
sponsors 20 children per year to attend school. All 

of the students being sponsored have to meet attendance 
and grade standards, or the sponsorship goes to someone 
else. The church is now considering sponsoring teachers 
rather than students.  
 They also built a home for one of the student’s 
families after the students mother acquired land for a 
home site. Last year they conducted a Vacation Bible 
School, and this March they are sending down a 
facility and medical team. 
 Holt UMC and Turney UMC have been partnering 
with Kearney to support their work in Haiti. Other 
churches in the Missouri Conference are also getting 
involved. Webster United Methodist sent a mission 
team of six to Notre Mission at the end of February. The 
team had requested in advance projects they could work 

“Everybody can’t 
do everything, 
but everyone can 
do something . . . 
The beauty of our 
connectional system 
is we can accomplish 
so much more together 
than we can alone.”  
sharon kichline
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on and were provided a list by Buzard. Upon arriving 
at Notre Maison on a Wednesday afternoon, they took 
measurements and went to a hardware store for supplies. 
The next day they constructed a therapy table and put up 
a backboard and basketball hoop, which required a little 
tree-trimming for clear shots. 
 While in Haiti, the Webster team also did a water-
filter distribution and worshipped at the Methodist 
Church of Prayers. It was Rev. Sharon Kichline’s 
seventh trip to Haiti. Her previous trips had involved 
Sunday school classroom construction, remodeling 
a church, putting in a foundation, putting in a 
floor, working in a medical clinic and water filter 
distributions. Kichline visited some homes to check on 
the water filters. 

 “We were treated with beautiful hospitality, and it was 
wonderful to see the filters being used and find that they 
were working,” she said.
 Kichline knew when she left Haiti that she would be 
back. “A little of Haiti gets in your soul, and it’s hard to 
get out. We will go back,” Kichline said.
 She was encouraged by the good she saw at Notre 
Maison, was glad her team was able to provide some 
help, and looks forward to more collaboration between 
Missouri Conference churches on Haiti mission work in 
the future. 
 “Everybody can’t do everything, but everyone can 
do something,” Kichline said. “The beauty of our 
connectional system is we can accomplish so much more 
together than we can alone.” 
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The spirit of God has made me, and the 
breath of the Almighty give me life. 

Job 33:4

In January of 2011, 24-year-old Megan Boudreaux went to 
Haiti committed to help and trusting that God would guide 

her to a way to do that.
 What started out as a small feeding program quickly grew 
to be a school for vulnerable children. Now only six years later, 
Respire is a 500-student school with a clinic and will soon be 
building a physical therapy center. The school has one American 
that works in the director’s office and employs 120 Haitians. 
There are two classrooms for children with special needs, 
and the tennis and soccer teams has players who are ranked 
nationally and on the national team. 
 For the past two years, a Missouri Conference church has 
been partnering with Boudreaux to help the children of the 
Gressier community. La Croix UMC in Cape Girardeau sent a 
team to Haiti after the earthquake to look for an organization 
they could partner with in a helpful manner. They ended up 
meeting Boudreaux, which eventually led to La Croix forming 
a relationship with Respire that has evolved to include financial 
support, yearly medical volunteer teams, and video production. 

 La Croix’s financial support has come in many different 
forms – yearly monetary support, funding of safe water 
projects, payments for shipments of food, payments for fresh 
foods to augment the feeding program and partial funding of 
large scale capital projects. 
 Each year La Croix sends medical teams to serve at the 
Love+1 Medical Clinic, typically providing school physicals for 
the children at Respire Haiti Christian School. 
 Last year, La Croix’s video production team traveled to 
Respire to create and film a series of videos that Respire has 
used at churches across the U.S. These videos have helped 
Respire share how God is moving on Bellevue Mountain with 
other churches and how they can get involved. See the video 
online at: http://tinyurl.com/respirelc.
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 One way that La Croix’s vision for Global 
Missions is shared with the congregation is 
through their “Mission Wall,” which blends facts, 
vision, stories and photos to share where God 
is moving through the people of La Croix. An 
electronic version of that content can be found 
here: http://www.lacroixonmission.org/stories. 
 “Our congregation is also deeply involved 
with Respire and has taken on exponential ways 
to support Respire above what La Croix does, 
including sewing programs, caring for Haitian 
children for months at a time while they receive 
medical care in the United States, in-services 
on palliative care, etc.,” Elena Tanner, executive 
assistant to Creative Arts at La Croix. “In the 
future, we want to be a blessing to and serve 
Respire in the ways they need it most, whether 
it be staffing a clinic, building projects, training 
teachers and medical professionals, etc.”

For more on Megan Boudreaux’s personal 
story about her move to Haiti and how 
Respire came to be, read her book, A Miracle 
on Voodoo Mountain, available at www.
cokesbury.com. 

“In the future, we want to 
be a blessing to and serve 
Respire in the ways they 
need it most.” Elena Tanner

Caleb Fruge gives a mission group from Missouri a tour 
of Respire. Here they are standing on the foundation of 
what will be a new physical therapy center.
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Friday’s Celebration of Ministry Service
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 
thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we 
see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes 
and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison 
and go to visit you?’ Several Missouri local churches 
offer ministry to refugees, migrants and immigrants. 
Gifts shared in this offering will be distributed 
through the Mission, Service & Justice team for the 
work of ministering to this vulnerable population.
 
Saturday’s 
Service of 
Ordination 
Learn, Serve, 
Repeat—this 
has been the Missouri Methodist mantra in Haiti. 
Six years later, our work continues to grow! In 2016, 
more families received access to clean water, children 
were afforded educational opportunities, and help was 
offered after the devastation of Hurricane Matthew. 
2017 promises to be an even busier year. Strategic 
partnerships with the Methodist Church of Haiti help 
focus our expanding efforts. But the need remains 
great. Gifts received today will continue the important 
work of securing clean water for families in Haiti 
as well as support expanding efforts in education, 
healthcare, microfinance, agriculture and more. 
Learn, Serve, Repeat—may God continue to use us in 
ministry with the people of Haiti.

Sunday 
Morning Worship 
The Chicuque Rural 
Hospital (CRH) is 
a United Methodist 
supported hospital with 
more than 150 beds in 
Mozambique. CRH provides healthcare services 
to more than 500,000 people in the Inhambane 
province. The 2017 Mozambique Initiative 
Annual Conference offering will go toward 
two important items that hopes to improve the 
health of the women, children, and men in the 
Inhambane province. 

Our offering will go toward expanding the blood 
bank at the hospital and provide context-specific 
best practice continuing education opportunities 
for health professionals on-site. It’s common for 
the CRH to have less than 10 units of blood 
available in their blood bank at any given time. 
By providing increased opportunities and 
incentives for Mozambicans to donate blood by 
providing with a meal, we expect this benefit 
to be two-fold: to provide sustenance for local 
Mozambicans and to bring up this dangerously 
low level of blood available. 

Secondly, our hope is that by providing funds for 
context-specific educational seminars for health 
professionals (nurses, social workers, technicians, 
etc.), that we will empower these professionals 
to provide better patient care and save lives. 
Mozambique’s health care needs are vast, and 
with prayer and walking alongside the CRH – 
we can make a difference.
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On February 15, Cyclone Dineo devastated 
Methodism’s heart in Mozambique. More than 100 
churches and their parsonages were impacted. The 
historic mission stations of Cambine and Chicuque 
also sustained significant damage. Outside of the 
church, Dineo caused more than 100,000 people to 
be displaced in addition to the physical damage of 105 
schools, 20,000 homes and 49 hospitals.
 Our United Methodist connection is working to 
respond. UMCOR has provided initial funding for 
emergency food and water, and they may provide 
additional support. Other annual conferences and 
partners with the UMC in Mozambique are stepping 
up, focusing rebuilding efforts in the Cambine and 
Chicuque mission station areas.
 The Missouri-Mozambique partnership is rooted on 
building strong churches – and that’s where we expect 
to make a difference in post-cyclone relief efforts. 
Estimates for repairing chapels and parsonages are 
coming in, and we expect this cost to be a minimum 
of $250,000 and could reach $500,000. With Bishop 
Farr’s leadership, MI hopes to reach this goal through 
offerings in your congregations during this Lenten 
season. Church resources and pathways to donate can 
be found online at www.mzinitiative.com 
 As churches consider and begin collecting special 
offerings, we celebrate our partnership and the impact 
that together we can make. A church building (either 
thatch or brick) provides a beacon of hope for a 
community working to grow in their relationship with 
Christ and each other. Our parsonages allow for a 
pastor to serve in their home community and live into 
their call to ministry. Mozambicans remain empowered 
and a hopeful people, even after extensive damages. 
 Renate Hartner, a German Methodist missionary 
in Cambine has reported since the storm: “We 
are deeply impressed, that Mozambican people do 

not complain in this 
situation, even as they 
lost their houses and 
the third harvest (first 
by drought, then by rain floods, now by the storm).” 
 I ask for your prayers and financial support for our 
brothers and sisters in Mozambique. In the Lenten 
season we go from the darkness of Good Friday to 
celebrating Jesus’ resurrection. Mozambicans have 
seen and have lived through darkness but are living 
into being Easter people and we have the opportunity 
– this Easter – to be Easter people together.

Cyclone 
Dineo 
in Mozambique Prompts 
Lenten Giving Campaign

Donate: www.mzinitiative.com 

“We are deeply 
impressed, that 
Mozambican people 
do not complain in 
this situation, even 
as they lost their 
houses and the 
third harvest.” 
Renate Hartner

by craig stevenson
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Spring has sprung, which means summer is just 
around the corner. For many churches, summer 

means Vacation Bible School. Let’s take a look 
at what’s been going on with VBS at a few of 
our local churches around the Conference. 

with the Bible
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All photos in this story are from 
the Appleton City VBS in 2016.
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Rich Hill
Sometimes during Vacation Bible School in the 
summer, it may seem that local churches feel the 
pressure to one-up each other on their program to 
try to compete for the children who are willing to 
go. That’s not the case in Rich Hill. Rather than 
competing, the churches are cooperating. 
 For the past few years, three churches located next to 
each other in Rich Hill have decided to work together. 
The Christian Church starts off the day with the 
welcoming, and keeps the little ones in their nursery. 
The United Methodist Church provides dinner, outdoor 
activities and a breakfast pack for the children to take 
home and eat the next morning. The Baptist Church 
does most of the activities and art projects. The children 
rotate around between the three churches. 
 The Vacation Bible School is usually held the third 
week in July from Sunday through Thursday. The 
Christian Church often provides a big closing activity 
for the children on Friday, like a trip to the pool or 
inflatable bounce houses. Nearly 80 children participate. 

Sheldon
When Ethen Wayne Coble was appointed a pastor 

at Sheldon UMC a few years, most of the people 
in the congregation couldn’t remember when 
they had last had a Vacation Bible School, but 
it had been a while. “Probably 15 or 20 years,” 
Coble said. 
 He decided it was high time to give it another 
go, even if he had to do it himself. But the 
church didn’t leave him standing alone – they all 
pitched in. That first year they did a three-night 

Bible study to test the waters.  
 “After we were done, everyone was talking 

about how much fun it was. It was a lot of work but 
also a lot of fun,” Coble said. 

    The church gets its curriculum and materials from 
a larger church a year after they have used it, so they 
don’t have the expense of buying everything new. Now 
they do their program for five nights, with the final 
program held during the Sunday morning worship 
service. The church only has about five Bible-school 
age children in its congregation, but they draw in 

another 20 or so children from the community. 
Around 15 – 20 adults volunteer to run the VBS. 
 “I’m a firm believer in that if you take care of the 
kids, the adults will see that and get involved in the 
church as well,” Coble said. 

Sedalia
This year First UMC in Sedalia hosted a vacation bible 
school training and networking event called Rome 
VBS FunShop on March 25.  Area churches that 
were planning to present Group Publishing’s Rome 
VBS this summer received hands-on training from a 
representative from Group to maximize the impact of 
their VBS program. Participants were able to network 
and share ideas. 

Appleton City
Last year Trinity UMC in Appleton city held a 
three-day VBS on the church lawn with all leaders in 
elaborate costumes. 
 With a theme of “Visiting Jerusalem,” on day one 
Rebekah entered the tent in Jerusalem with a water 
jug on her head. She told her story which ended by the 
well where the woman gave Jesus a drink. The kids all 
drank water from the well with their supper. On day 
two, Jesus and John the Baptist arrived in Jerusalem 
where the kids had a visual of casting the net on the 
other side of the boat with a real boat and net in place. 
Also, Jesus fed thousands with five loaves and two 
fish, so they had a fish fry with loaves of bread. On 
day three, a storm took the tent and they had to go 
inside, but Nehemiah and Ezra joined them with the 
rebuilding of the wall.
 Each day the children visited the market where they 
got to taste things like goat cheese, herbs, figs, nut 
bread, shrimp, sardines and olives like they might have 
had in Bible times. Lydia was there with her purple 
dye made from fruits and vegetables. Children got to 
decorate and dye their own shirts.
 Songs were held in the desert with sand on the 
basketball pad. “I think this was the best VBS we have 
had,” church secretary Sandra Long said. “The kids 
will never forget it.”

17www.moumethodist.org



18 APRIL 2017  |  The Missouri Methodists



Soul Connections is a Missouri 
Conference retreat that aims to help clergy 
and laity take spiritual conversations deeper 
than they have an opportunity to do in their 
typical day-to-day life. It is structured so the 
participants have an opportunity to share 
stories, listen and connect more fully with 
the presence of Christ. 
 The events have frequently featured keynote 
speakers who are spiritual leaders outside of 
the United Methodist Church. In February 
Rabbi Dany Ruttenburg was a speaker for the 
Soul Connections retreat that was conducted 
at First UMC in Jefferson City. 
 Ruttenburg spoke on spiritual practices 

and, drawing on her own life, 
parenting as a spiritual 

practice. She had her 
first baby nine months 
after she became a Rabi, 
and suddenly found the 
routine of her former 
spiritual practices difficult 
to maintain. She also 

found the copious materials 
she had read on spiritual 

practices came  
up short. 

 “The silence on parenting is deafening,” 
she said. Ruttenburg started considering how 
parenting itself can be a spiritual practice.
 “Prayer, meditation, yoga, journaling all are 
considered to be spiritual practices. Why not 
parenting?” she said. “I started to allow more 
space in my spiritual life for fluidity.”
 She defined a spiritual practice as 
something you do again and again on a daily 
basis that brings you closer to God. “I think 
a lot of parents don’t know that the work that 
they do can take them to wherever they need 
to go,” she said. 
 Ruttenburg now has three children. She 
finds that modeling spiritual practices can be 
more effective than lecturing. 
 “If you force your kids to study the Torah, 
they will force their kids to study the Torah, 
and no one learns anything. If you sit and 
study Torah on your own, they will come and 
sit beside you,” she said. 
 The next Soul Connections retreat will 
August 28-30, at the Lake of the Ozarks. 
Heartland District Superintendent Jim 
Simpson will be the keynote speaker. 
 For more from Danya Ruttenburg, go to 
http://danyaruttenberg.net, where several 
books that she has written are available.
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W hen you see a stretch limo cruise by, 
you probably wonder who is inside. A 
celebrity, a CEO of a large company, 

a foreign dignitary? For people in the know in 
Peculiar, they are more likely to think, “Probably 
some kids going to youth group at their church.” 
 Peculiar UMC does not own a limousine. The 
church’s pastor does, though. It’s his daily driver. 
 Rev. James Stanfield-Myers bought a Jeep a 
while back with the intention of handing the keys 
over to his son, Whitman, when he got his license. 
That seemed like a long ways away when Whitman 
was 11 years old, but the fateful day came around. 
Stanfield-Myers considered replacing his Jeep with 
another one, until he started pricing them. 
 “They had gone up significantly,” he said. So, he 
started brainstorming, and shopping, about what 
kind of fun wheels he could get that wouldn’t break 
the bank, knowing that college bills loomed in the 
future. During his initial online shopping, he learned 
that you could get a real deal on a used hearse. 
 “We figured our home owners association would 
not appreciate us having a hearse parked in our 
driveway all the time,” Stanfield-Myers said. 
But often listed alongside of hearses was another 
distinctive, and surprising affordable, former 
commercial vehicle – limousines. Stanfield-Myers ran 
this by the home owners association, and they didn’t 
have a problem with it. It was early last fall when he 
started talking openly about his limo ambitions. 
 “I don’t think anyone in the church thought I was 
really going to do it,” he said. But Stanfield-Myers 
persevered. “We all have crazy ideas. Sometimes 
you just have to go ahead and follow through with 
them,” he said. 
 Every car story deserves an epic road trip. 
Stanfield-Myers found the limo of his dreams and 
his budget, conveniently located just across… the 
country, nearly as far away as you can possibly get 
in the U.S. – Spokane, Washington. The timing 
was also not the most convenient for a pastor. It 
was a little more than a week out from Christmas. 
But it was the car he had been searching for. So, he 
grabbed his father-in-law for a driving partner and 
got on a flight to Washington in mid-December to 
drive home a 14-year-old used car. 
 The weather added enough drama to keep things 
exciting. “The seller had put us up in a motel and 
offered to take us out to breakfast, but we had to 
skip it to get in front of a blizzard that was coming 
in,” he said. “It chased us all the way home.” 
 The mid-winter cross-country cruise encountered 
some snow and a lot a good fortune. “At one point 
crossing the Rockies, we thought it was odd that we 
were the only car on the road, and then learned that 

the highway had been closed 
due to snow, and had just 
reopened, so we were the 
first ones through,” he said. 
 He found the inaugural 
voyage home in the land yacht to be rather pleasant, 
especially on those western highways with the 80 
mph speed limit. Next to the 72-seater school bus 
that the church has, getting around in the limo is a 
breeze. 
 “It’s really not hard to drive,” he said of his caddy, 
which is pushing 25 feet in length. Being a person-
to-person sale, they didn’t have any temporary tags, 
and did the drive all the way home to Missouri 
without a license plate. They were never pulled over. 
 Once he arrived back home and people at the church 
saw the limo was a reality, they changed their tune. 
 “Suddenly, everyone had a lot of ideas about how 
to use “our” limo,” Standfield-Myers said. 
 The limo is his car, but you don’t buy a limo to 
drive around by yourself. Stanfield-Myers has been 
putting it to use in the life of the church. Church 
secretary Erin Johnston explained the pastor’s car 
has become a popular shuttle for Wednesday night’s 
youth group. 
 “We have a lower income area in our town with 
several kids. They have had little to no previous 
church exposure and love to come. They come for 
dinner, fellowship and youth group. It's great to 
see them so excited to be in church but they love 
getting here in style,” Johnston said. “Pastor James 
has used his limo for many circumstances and it has 
made such an impact. I know it seems crazy but it 
will have a lasting impression on many who have 
had the experience of it.”
 It’s not all directly church related. He has also 
been putting it to use for community purposes, 
making ordinary activities more of a special event. 
He used it to take the local school principals out 
to lunch, to take a family out to a movie after an 
unexpected loss of a loved one, and for a friend’s 
daughter’s wedding reception. He plans to use the 
limo to take the family who brings the most visitors 
to church in March out to lunch. 
 Typically the driver of a flashy car may get some 
disdain for being a show-off, but with a limousine, all 
of the luxury and prestige goes to the passenger. The 
limo driver is in a servant role, and that’s a role that 
Stanfield-Myers is very comfortable in as a pastor. 
The limo passengers get to make an entrance and be 
dropped off at the front door of their destination. But 
when Stanfield-Myers is using the car for himself, 
he is usually parking a block or more away from his 
destination, wherever he can find a very long parking 
spot. “I need to walk more anyway,” he said. 

2 Kings 10:16: He said, 
"Come with me and see 
my zeal for the LORD." 
So he made him ride in 

his chariot.
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What does a church do 
when it has a small lot 

in front of it that accumulates 
trash and debris? One young 
woman at Jefferson Avenue 
had a vision of establishing 
a Memory Garden to honor 
individuals in a pleasant, 
serene setting. The church’s 
trustees saw merit in the 
project and suggested that she 
make a model to be presented 
to the church council for 
consideration.  
 On a 4’ x 4’ piece of plywood 
she and her family members 
constructed and presented a 
model of her idea. 
 There would be a raised 
stone fountain pedestal with a 
large cross attached to the top. 
Approaching this structure 

would be a raised, walled, 
circular flower garden with a 
walkway of bricks connecting 
to the foundation. The bricks 
would be engraved with 
names and a scripture verse 
in honor or memory of loved 
ones. Sitting benches would 
be placed in the area for the 
opportunity to sit and enjoy 
the setting near the fountain. 
The area would be seeded with 
grass and lighted at night with 
spot lights. 
 The plan was approved, 
and work began to make it 
a reality. An addition of a 
concrete soldier kneeling at a 
cross placed on top of a large 
rock surrounded by rose bushes 
and plants was added during a 
Memorial Day celebration.  

 At 
Christmas, 
weather 
permitting, 
a life-sized 
Joseph is 
placed in 
the garden leading a donkey 
with Mary riding. During 
Holy Week a life-sized Jesus 
is displayed on a separate cross 
with the appropriate wording 
on a sign located near the busy 
highway at the front of the 
garden. Many cars stop and 
take pictures and gaze on  
this scene. 
 God takes our lives that 
accumulate trash and debris 
like this lot and makes them 
into something of beauty when 
his vision is put into reality.

BY REV. JAMES CROOKS
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MUSIC MATTERS

Ryan McLouth is 
the Music Ministry 

Program Coordinator
and an Assistant 

Professor of Music 
at Central Methodist 

University.

T he last few weeks we’ve been talking about 
technology, sound production and notation—

all practical components of worship. This month, 
let’s talk about getting youth involved with worship.
 I think we would all agree that the success of the 
church and ministry in general can heavily depend 
on the interests and involvement of our youth.  
 After all, who will be left to lead the church once 
we as adults have moved on? If you are a parent, 
teacher, youth pastor, or have been involved with 
young adults at all in the last several years, you may 
be familiar with the challenges of this generation. It 
comes without saying first of all that this generation 
is the most technologically savvy group yet.  
 Sometimes, the easiest way to engage young people 
is to speak to them in their own language. I think 
this means we need to be willing to abandon our fears 
and hesitations about technology, and surrender to 
mediums that will provide immediate success for us. 
 Technology can be utilized in many different ways 
in the church and in worship in order to facilitate 
connection and communication with young adults. 

The first and most obvious 
step in this process should 
be a visual one. If your 

congregation/church 
leadership is willing, 
you need to consider 
utilizing projection 

at the front of your 
worship space as soon 
as possible. This is not 
to say that you will 
fail without a forward 
visual cue, but I do 

believe that this is one 
of the easiest 

ways to 
begin   
the 
process. 

Our young folks are 
conditioned to direct 
their attention toward 
devices most of the time. 
A projection screen with 
rich and robust visual cues 
is one of the easiest ways to 
tap into this circumstance. 
If it is a possibility, remember 
that the content of the 
projection is perhaps just as 
important as the hardware. 
Plan your visuals carefully.
 My next suggestion has been a controversial one 
recently — not only in worship services, but also 
in classrooms. However, if connecting with young 
people and growing the church is your interest, I 
think that this is worth considering. Find a way to 
connect young people through their mobile devices. 
I have seen this succeed in instances where young 
people have been asked to take anonymous polls, 
post to social media, or connect with the worship 
leader during the service. 
 However, I think there needs to be a purpose in 
doing this. Perhaps presenting the results of a poll 
or commentary on the projection screen, or sending 
versed information back to the participants through 
their mobile devices during the worship service 
could serve as a reasonable purpose. There are 
multiple resources available that can pose examples 
of how to implement this in your congregation. The 
key is don’t fear the use of technology or instantly 
label it as a distraction. Just be sure to manage how 
it is being used and always have a purpose in mind. 
This way we can avoid a circumstance in which 
devices become a distraction.
 If you have any questions or concerns about this 
topic, please feel free to communicate with me 
at any time. You can contact me at rmclouth@
centralmethodist.edu or 660-651-9964. Until next 
time, keep playing and singing!
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“I was born and raised a Methodist and had this feeling 
from when I was little that I wanted to do something 
cool when I grew up,” says Margaret “Maggie” 
Lohmeyer. That “something cool” for Lohmeyer is being 
a Global Mission Fellow of the General Board of Global 
Ministries working as a field coordinator for the Jubilee 
Initiative in the Bridges District in San Francisco. 
 Lohmeyer says she felt a “call to mission” back in 
2013, which was confirmed on a 2016 mission trip to 
Mozambique to dedicate a well and visit communities 
there. A native of St. Louis, Missouri, she is a member 
of The Gathering United Methodist Church in the 
Missouri Annual Conference. 
 Lohmeyer began a career in corporate and private 
event planning. “I was not fulfilled in my job,” she says. 
“As a young person, it’s important to realize that your 
life goal doesn’t have to be to graduate, make money and 
stay put . . . God is going to provide for you, and you can 
be taken to some pretty amazing places.” She added, “It’s 
listening to what your heart is called to do.”
 The Jubilee Initiative, a ministry of the Bridges 
District, is a social justice ministry and partnership 
between local churches and the United Methodist 
Federal Credit Union (UMFCU). Their goal is connect 
the church with the community, and assist the working 
poor by creating sustainable loans to combat predatory 
payday lending. The loans are provided through the 
UMFCU with a 5 percent interest rate and no fees. The 
program also includes financial mentoring. 
 Lohmeyer says an additional five to six churches 
will start the program in the next six months. “We’re 
working on a master manual so that churches have 
a good document to get them started and we’ve also 
reached out to more churches in San Francisco,” she says. 
“There is definitely progress …  I’m quickly learning 
about the time processes in the church.” 
 Jeff Holder, co-chair of the Jubilee Initiative 
committee and the worksite supervisor, says, “She’s 
reached out to so many churches in the Bridges 
District to plant the seeds of the program.” He added, 
“We’re hoping not only to plant seeds but have a closer 
relationship, a mentoring relationship, with the churches 

who want to 
participate …
Maggie seems 
like the perfect 
person to be able 
to do that.” 
 Lohmeyer says 
that Numbers 
11:23 has been 
a foundational 
scripture during 
the transition 
from Missouri 
to California, 
“The Lord said 
to Moses, ‘Is the 
Lord’s power 
limited? Now you shall see whether my word will come 
true for you or not.’”
 Lohmeyer earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
hospitality management from the University of Missouri-
Columbia and has worked in the hospitality and food 
industries and for the Saint Louis Science Center. 
 In addition to her placement with the Jubilee Initiative, 
she has been able to volunteer in various capacities in the 
San Francisco area including Glide UMC. “I feel very 
blessed that I was placed in San Francisco.”
 The Global Mission Fellows program takes young 
adults ages 20 to 30 out of their home environments and 
places them in new contexts for mission experience and 
service. The program has a strong emphasis on faith and 
justice. Global Mission Fellows become active parts of 
their new local communities. They connect the church 
in mission across cultural and geographical boundaries. 
Global Mission Fellows in the United State work through 
geographic or organizational affiliates. Lohmeyer will 
serve with the Jubilee Initiative until July of 2018. 

Hygh is director of communications for the California-
Nevada Conference comprised of 370 churches and 
78,000 United Methodists in Northern California 
and Northern Nevada.

Global Mission Fellow 
Works with Jubilee Initiative to 
Combat Predatory Lending

BY LARRY R. HYGH, JR.
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W hen Methodists met, 
and John Wesley was in 

their midst, he often took special 
offerings for the poor, including five 
in one day from what his brother 
Charles called the “same poor 
exhausted people!” Charles said of 
John and his captive congregation. 
“He has no mercy on them.”
 John Wesley showed no mercy 
in his collection efforts, or in his 
advocacy on social justice issues like 
slavery, because he faithfully lived 
the words of the prophet Micah: 
he did justice, and he truly loved 
mercy. What about us: Do we show 
no mercy in doing justice and in 
expecting the same from others, 
because of our concern for our most 
vulnerable people? 
 I’m sure you have a story of how 
compassion for others moved you 
to action. For me, the financial and 
health struggles of the “working poor” 
and those on society’s margins spurred 
me to participate in programs to end 
the abuses of payday lending and to 
improve health care access, primarily 
through Medicaid expansion. 
 Wesley did more than personally 
advocate for justice, however, and 
he did more than urge others to 
follow his example; He insisted that 

his followers join 
him in sustained 
action. As our 
Social Principles 
recognize, “The 
United Methodist 
Church has a long 
history of concern 
for social justice.” 
Our Missouri 

Conference is blessed with leaders 
who are strong, inspired justice 
advocates. Bishop Farr has pledged 
to visit, pray and engage monthly in 
one of Missouri’s urban and rural 
communities suffering from poverty, 
inequality and neglect. Bishop Farr 
also has announced his intent to 
appoint Rev. Tina Harris as Director 
of Mission, Service and Justice. 
Rev. Harris will help equip local 
congregations to confront issues of 
social justice. 
 Bishop Farr, Rev. Harris, and 
others can encourage and equip us 
to do justice, but the leg work must 
be done by each of us acting with 
our congregations. Some churches 
have a missions committee that often 
focuses on the short-term “mercy” 
aspect of “mercy and justice,” and 
some social issues are taken up by 
individual church members or small 
groups with passion for a cause, 
but “as a church we have not been 
supporting our positions on social 
issues in a systematic way that 
engages our members and brings 
about change in our society.”
 That quote comes from Deb 
Umberger at Aldersgate UMC in 
Wichita, which formed a social 

justice team. 
As Deb’s 
congregation 
recognized, 
advocacy for 
social justice 
is hard work 
and requires 
a sustained, 
coordinated effort. Concerns that 
advocacy is “too political” or “not 
the church’s role” are rebutted by 
the example of Jesus, who vigorously 
confronted issues of social justice to 
help those who were suffering and 
oppressed. 
 The Book of Discipline reminds, 
“Our love of God is always linked 
with love of our neighbor, a passion 
for justice and renewal in the life 
of the world.” I plan to continue 
advocating for matters of social 
justice, and I promise to show no 
mercy in praying for (and persistently 
urging) everyone to join in making 
a difference in our communities, our 
nation, and our world. 

 John Miller is the District Lay 
Leader for the Northwest District of 
the Missouri Conference, and he is the 
Lay Leader at Platte Woods United 
Methodist Church. John has joined in 
social justice advocacy with the PICO 
National Network and Missouri Faith 
Voices, as well as other faith-based 
organizations.

LAITY VOICES

John Miller, Northwest 
District Lay Leader

Show No Mercy 
In Doing Justice

BE LIKE WESLEY

“Our love of God is always linked with love of our neighbor, 
a passion for justice and renewal in the life of the world.”
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WESLEY IN THE WORLD TODAY

Dr. Hal Knight, 
Professor of Wesleyan 

Studies, Saint Paul 
School of Theology.

Wesley argues that these two things—
“denying ourselves and taking up our 

cross”—“are absolutely, indispensably necessary” 
for discipleship.” Here this why: “If we do not 
continually deny ourselves, we do not learn of Him, 
but of other masters. If we do not take up our cross 
daily, we do not come after him ... If we are not 
walking in the way of the cross, we are not following 
Him... ”
 This makes it essential to understand what self-
denial and taking up our cross actually mean. With 
regard to self-denial, Wesley notes that while “the 
will of God is a path leading straight to God,” 
because of sin our human will “is now another path, 
not only different from it but in our present state 
directly contrary to it: It leads from God.” Therefore, 
“to deny ourselves, is, to deny our own will, where it 
does not fall in with the will of God . . . ” 
 In this sermon Wesley speaks of our denying 
ourselves “any pleasure which does not spring from, 
and lead to, God.” In other places, he identifies 
things that we pursue—the esteem of others, pride 
in our accomplishments, wealth, success—as taking 
us away from God. Even things that are good—
church, family, honest work—can take us from God 
if they become our overarching concern, that is, if 
they move into the center of our lives where only 
God belongs.
 As for taking up a cross, Wesley says a “cross 
is anything contrary to our own will, anything 
displeasing to our nature.” We take up our cross 

when we voluntarily follow 
the call of God even when it 
is not something we would 
enjoy or choose on our own. 
Wesley often speaks of it in 
terms of serving others; in his 
day visiting the poor or the 
sick or those in prison could 
place one in a very disagreeable 
environment. Yet love for 
neighbor requires it.
 Wesley believed it was always due to the lack of 
self-denial or taking up one’s cross that we do not 
fully follow Jesus. What I want to suggest is what 
Wesley is saying of persons can be applied to churches 
as well. How do churches faithfully follow Jesus? Is it 
not by denying themselves such that their overriding 
concern is not what they want but what God wants? Is 
it not by taking actions or making changes that they 
might not prefer, but are done for the sake of reaching 
and welcoming others, or caring and advocating for 
others?
 Of course, just as it is the case for each person, 
the particulars of what self-denial and taking up a 
cross means varies from church to church. But we 
know that whatever form it takes, it always involves 
loving and serving God, loving our neighbor, and 
discerning God’s will in this time and place.

Deny Thy Self
While John Wesley used the term “disciple” rarely, the great exception is his sermon on “Self-Denial.” There 
Wesley explores the meaning of the words of Jesus in Luke 9:23: “If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.” 
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Paid Advertisement

Reconciling the nature 
of God in the Old and 

New Testaments

This book by David Kalas helps you explore the unity of the Scripture, biblical 
history, and the two primary attributes of God: love and holiness. You’ll come 
away with a better understanding of the nature and integrity of God, leading you 
to love, worship, and trust God even more. 

Perfect for Christians in all stages of spiritual maturity and may be read alone or 
combined with the Leader Guide as part of a six-week study.

The God of the Old Testament and 
the God of the New Testament 
is the same God, right? Then 
why does God seem so different 
depending upon which part of 
the Bible you read? Christians 
have struggled with this question 
throughout history. 
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THE MISSOURI METHODIST FOUNDATION

On paper, Deane and Fancine Thompson might not seem to 
have a lot in common.  She grew up in University City in St. 

Louis; he grew up on a farm in Indiana.  He is an engineer and 
number-cruncher by training; she is a creative designer and seller of 
jewelry.  She is Jewish, and he is United Methodist.  
 Together, however, they are a dynamic partnership with deeply 
shared values of love, family, service, and generosity.  They remain 
active and supportive of each other’s faith communities in St. Louis, 
and that includes the use of a planned gift arrangement known as a 
charitable gift annuity.     
 “Back in 2007, our Fidelity Investments advisors suggested we 
needed more fixed income in our retirement plan,” explains Deane.  
“They suggested an income annuity, but at about the same time we 
learned about charitable gift annuities, and our advisors encouraged 
us to pursue that option also.”  
 “In addition to providing us a steady stream of income with tax 
advantages, we also wanted to give to Kirkwood United Methodist 
Church and United Hebrew Congregation,” states Deane.  The 
Thompsons then worked with the Missouri United Methodist 
Foundation and the United Hebrew Congregation to create two 
identical gift annuities – one for Deane benefiting his church and 
one for Fancine benefiting her synagogue.  
 “We didn't know in 2007 that a financial crisis would come in 
2008, but our timing was fortunate,” explains Deane.  “Funds we 
held personally were vulnerable to the downturn, but the funds put 
into the annuities were safe.  The quarterly payments we receive are 
a valuable and reliable part of our retirement income.”
 Both of the Thompsons have vivid memories of their parents 
teaching them about generosity and support for their faith 
communities at very young ages.  Today, they are supportive and 
active within each other’s respective small groups, Deane has served 
on the Kirkwood UMC Endowment Committee, and recently they 
both volunteered their time and expertise on the capital campaign 
committee at Fancine’s synagogue.      
 And so, the talents multiply and blessings abound.  To learn more 
about creating your own gift annuity for your favorite ministry, 
contact the Foundation at 800-332-8238.  

Make a Gift & Receive 
Lifetime Payments

With a charitable gift annuity, 
you make a gift of cash or 
appreciated securities and the 
Missouri United Methodist 
Foundation will pay you a fixed 
income for life. Benefits of a 
charitable gift annuity include 
fixed payments backed by your 
Missouri United Methodist 
Foundation, a charitable 
deduction, partially tax-free 
payout, capital gains tax savings 
on gifts of appreciated stock, 
and personal satisfaction that 
your gift will sustain the United 
Methodist mission. Lifetime 
payments for you . . .  a lasting 
legacy for your church!
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Three years ago the Tim Tebow 
Foundation launched at Night 

to Shine, a formal dance for people 
with special needs. This year First 
UMC in Sedalia hosted the event 
for a second time. More than 
150,000 volunteers in more than 375 
churches around the world served 
more than 75,000 honored guests 
simultaneously on one night, Friday, 
February 10. The 375 host churches 
represent all 50 states, 11 countries 
and 28 different denominations and 
mark an 850 percent growth from 
year one.
 This year alone, the Tim Tebow 
Foundation contributed more than 
$3 million in financial grants to 
assist churches in hosting Night 
to Shine in their communities. To 
help offset the annual expense 
of Night to Shine, TTF 
has been searching for 
corporate partners who 
share the foundation’s 
heart for people with 
special needs.
 “One of our favorite 
parts of prom night is 
watching this movement 
of celebration and love 
make its way across the time 
zones around the globe,” said Erik 

Dellenback, 
executive 
director of the 
Tim Tebow 
Foundation. 
 “The 
celebration 
starts at 6 
p.m. in the 
Philippines, 
and we will 
watch it move 
across the 
world to the 
moment it 
ends at 9 p.m. in Hawaii. This year 
is extra special because we are seeing 
more and more churches coming 
together across denominational lines 
to celebrate these incredible people 
and share the same message of God’s 

love and the value and worth 
of each honored guest.”

 Night to Shine 
doesn’t just take place 
in churches. In fact, 
many churches are 
hosting their proms in 

unique venues such as a 
baseball stadium, a theme 

park, a southern plantation 
and even a former penitentiary. 

First UMC in Sedalia hosted 100 

guests in their celebration center. 
 Every guest of Night to Shine 
enters this complimentary event 
on a red carpet complete with a 
warm welcome from a friendly 
crowd and paparazzi. Once inside, 
guests receive the royal treatment, 
including hair and makeup stations, 
shoe shining areas, limousine rides, 
corsages and boutonnières, a catered 
dinner, karaoke, prom favors for 
each honored guest and, of course, 
a dance floor… all leading up to the 
moment when each guest is crowned 
king or queen of the prom.
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Individual Mailed Subscription
This magazine is automatically sent to all clergy and 
selected church leaders, but is also available to anyone 
for $20 per year. Send checks payable to the Missouri 
Conference to Lorraine Sanders at 3601 Amron Court, 
Columbia, MO, 65202. 

Bulk Subscriptions
This is a good way for churches to distribute to members at 
less than half the cost of individual subscriptions. 

Prices are $100 to receive a box of 10 magazines monthly 
for a year, 25 magazines monthly for $200; 50 magazines 
for $350, or 100 magazines for $500 per year. Send checks 
payable to the Missouri Conference to Lorraine Sanders at 
3601 Amron Court, Columbia, MO, 65202.

Read Online
Every issue is available on our website at 
www.moumethodist.org/magazine.

Read Via Email
Subscribe for free to have a PDF of each issue emailed 
to you by selecting The Missouri Methodists at www.
moumethodist.org/stayconnected.

Use An App
The magazine is available as an app for most smartphones 
and tablets. Just search your usual marketplace (like iTunes 
connect or Google Play Store) for Missouri Methodists.

Share & Speak Up
Reading this magazine on paper or online? Don’t forget to 
share. Paper copies can be passed around, and links to the 
digital version can be e-mailed, posted on social media or 
posted on websites. If you have anything you would like to 
share about the magazine, or if you want to connect Fred 
Koenig, Editor of The Missouri Methodists, with a talented 
writer, photographer or videographer in your congregation, 
e-mail fkoenig@moumethodist.org.

Ways to Read The Missouri Methodists
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For more event Information visit: 
http://www.moumethodist.org/events

Exponential East 2017
MONDAY, APRIL 24 TO THURSDAY, APRIL 27
Location: Orlando, FL
Contact: Karen Shearer, karenbshearer@gmail.com
Registration: www.exponential.org

Join thousands of church planting leaders for four days of 
inspiration, encouragement and equipping at Exponential East 
church planting conference in Orlando. The conference will 
feature 175+ speakers, 125+ workshops, 9+ tracks, 5,000 church 
planting leaders and sunny Orlando, Florida. Don’t miss the 
largest gathering of church planting leaders in the world.

Dream Big is the theme for Exponential 2017. Jesus challenged 
us with a big dream. If he had sketched out his big dream for his 
church, we think it would be something like, “You will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes up on you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). The dream that Jesus gave 
his followers was the dream of a movement. Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria, the ends of the earth—that is a very big dream! We are 
here because of that dream. As Christ followers and leaders of his 
church, Jesus is asking us to also dream big!

Congregational Care Ministry Seminar
THURSDAY, APRIL 27
Location: Church of the Resurrection, 13720 Roe Avenue, 
Leawood, KS 66224
Contact: Kari Burgess, kari.burgess@cor.org or 913-232-4139
Registration: http://ccm.blogs.cor.org

The United Methodist Church of the Resurrection will host the 
Congregational Care Ministry Seminar.

The CCM Seminar is designed to train volunteers to become 
partners in ministry with pastors and staff to provide care for a 
congregation. The Seminar consists of comprehensive training 
and networking with other local church leaders regarding 
congregational care best practices and standards, based on the 
resource developed by Executive Pastor Karen Lampe, The Caring 
Congregation. This resource serves as a manual to guide pastors 
and churches to organize their congregations for care and equip 
volunteers to listen, visit, comfort and encourage congregants.

With this training, volunteers will be empowered to make hospital 
visits, telephone persons in need of contact, meet one-on-
one with persons in need of a listening ear, offer support to 
grieving families and proactively seek to encourage and care for 
persons in need. Topics to be covered include: Prayer, Theology 
of Care, Boundaries, Listening, Visitation, Death and Grief and 
Organization.

Cooter UMC
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Art drew me into photography, 
and photography has shaken 

hands with my ministry. Modern 
photographers tend to care about 
things like technical mastery, creative 
composition and lighting, originality 
and significance of content, captured 
decisive moments.  
    This boldly butts heads with 
postmodern artists, who tend to care 

about the rejection or denunciation of 
traditional human narratives, dissection 
of historical perspectives while playing 
old against new, emancipation from 
aesthetics and sometimes even 
meaning itself.    
    As a pastor with a camera, I care 
about relationships and purpose, 
struggles and transformation, 
redemption and salvation. It’s in the 

vortex of this maelstrom where I 
create. You all have creative talent 
because you all have something to 
express. Does your messaging have 
to be perfect? No. Does it need to be 
profoundly groundbreaking? No.  
    You all have someone waiting to 
be noticed and loved by you to be 
introduced to Christ because of you as 
you co-create God’s kingdom on earth.

BY ERIC MATTSONPARTING SHOT


