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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

ABOUT THE COVER
Rev. Patrick McLaughlin 

receives gift boxes 
from a member for 

Resurrection Downtown’s 
partner school.

Now that we’re nearly a year past 
the first parts of last year’s General 

Conference, I’m going to share with you 
what was, for me, the low point of the 
whole thing.
 The delegates were on break. I was 
in the lobby, standing near where three 
delegates (not from Missouri) were seated 
at a table. They were all intently posting to 
social media accounts. A young custodian 
approached. “Excuse me, but can you tell 
me what sort of event this is?” he asked. 
 “It is the General Conference of 
the United Methodist Church,” the 
woman replied. 
 “I thought it must be some kind of 
church when I heard the singing. Are you 
all preachers? Do the Methodists have 
women preachers?” he asked. 
 “Yes, I’m a Methodist pastor,” she said, a 
bit curtly.
 “My grandma used to take me to church 
when I stayed with her when I was a kid. It 
was nice. I haven’t been to church in years,” 
he said. 
 All three continued to look at their 
screens instead of him. No one said 
anything. He took the hint and wandered 
off. As soon as he was out of earshot, 
one of the three said, “Whew, I was 
hoping you would take that one,” and 
all three chuckled. 
 They seemed to have considered 
themselves lucky for having successfully 
dodged a conversation about the United 
Methodist Church or faith in general. 
Approached by a virtual poster-boy for 
seekers, they were able to ditch him by 
being only moderately rude. But wait, I 
haven’t gotten to the worst part.
 I didn’t say anything, either. Here’s what 
I should have said: 
 “Hi! My name’s Fred. Yeah, the 
Methodists have taken over downtown. 
The convention center looks great, by the 
way. You and your crew do good work. 
We’ve got people here from all over the 
world, with 32,000 churches just in the 
U.S. I bet there’s one close to where you 

live. (I’d take out my phone and pull up 
www.find-a-church.org.) Can I get your 
zip code? Wow, look, there are six churches 
in your area. Which one are you closest 
to? (I click on the link to that church). 
Does that look familiar? (showing him 
the picture on the website). It looks like 
they have worship at 9 and 11 on Sunday 
mornings. You should stop in a give them 
a try. I haven’t been to that church, but I’ve 
been to a lot of them, and I guarantee that 
they would be excited to have you there.”
Instead, I stood back and took in the whole 
scene without saying anything, aghast at 
the poor performance of these other three 
people while giving myself a pass.
 I’m trying to do better. After visiting the 
church you see on the cover, I asked Pastor 
Scott for restaurant recommendations. 
He pointed me toward a Thai place called 
LuLu’s. While waiting to get a table I 
struck up a conversation with a couple who 
were new to Kansas City. I told them about 
the church I was just at, what their worship 
times are and how to find it. I encouraged 
them to check it out. 
 Two days later I was back at the office, 
and I received an e-newsletter from 
Gretchen Rubin, author of “The Happiness 
Project.” She grew up in KC and visits 
family there. I sent her an email, saying 
that as an urbanite New Yorker, I thought 
she would like the feel of Resurrection 
Downtown, and she would appreciate what 
they are doing for the city. I sent her a link 
to their website and encouraged her to visit. 
She replied immediately, saying she would 
be in KC over Christmas and thanked me 
for the church recommendation. 
 I don’t know if either took me up on the 
invitations. It might take being invited by 
a few more people before they get up the 
nerve to go, but they appreciated being 
invited. It is surprising it is so rare.

Opportunity Missed
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LETTER FROM BISHOP FARR

Some of you know that I’m a big Francis 
Asbury fan. Asbury was America’s first 

Methodist Bishop. In fact, he was ordained, 
made deacon, made elder and commissioned a 
bishop all in three days. (The procedures were 
a little shorter and simpler than today.)
 I became more interested in Asbury’s story 
after reading John Wigger’s book, “American 
Saint” an amazing read that lead me to read 
Wigger’s other books: “Taking Heaven by 
Storm: Methodism and the Rise of Popular 
Christianity in America” and “Methodism 
and the Shaping of American Culture” both 
a little more difficult to read, yet interesting. 
“Methodism and the Shaping of American 
Culture” while a challenging read, is very telling 
about our early roots.
 Methodists have experienced a rich history and 
our denomination would not be here today without 
the ministry and leadership of Francis Asbury. Yet, 
compared with John and Charles Wesley, he is little 
talked about and less widely read.
 Commissioned during the 1984 Methodist 
bicentennial, Asbury’s statue (pictured) is one of 
less than 100 created in celebration of American 
Methodist history. Susan gave this one to me for 
Christmas. I spotted it six or eight years ago in an 
antique store at the Fort Worth Stock Yards and 
passed up buying it. Susan tracked it down at the 
same antique store. The new owner just happened to 
still have it.
 Entitled “Onward in God’s Name” the 
documentation that accompanied the statue stated 
the figure was inspired by an image of Asbury 
standing at a river’s edge looking at the opposite 
shore. The story is that, while accompanied by 
an apprentice clergyman, they came to a river 
that appeared to be too dangerous to cross. The 
apprentice clergy, overwhelmed by the potential 
risk of crossing the river said, “We need to turn 
back. It cannot be crossed.” To which Asbury 
replied, “Onward in God’s name!” I love the title of 

the statue. “Onward in God’s 
Name.” Perhaps this statement 
fits in today’s circumstance 
with the United Methodist 
Church. We seem to be 
standing at a crossroads or 
river wondering if we can cross 
it to our new future. Opinions 
and advice on the direction to take are many! Our 
church even appointed a commission called “A 
Way Forward,” and we all pray they find a way.
 As we attempt move forward, standing at the 
crossroads, I join Asbury in saying, “Onward in 
God’s name!” Let’s keep our eyes on the mission 
field, focused on the gospel of the disciples, reaching 
people and changing our communities and world. 
 By the way; I am rereading “The Daily Asbury.” 
I want the character of Asbury to help guide me as 
your Bishop.

In Christ,

Bishop Bob Farr
Missouri Conference of the
United Methodist Church

Bishop Bob Farr

Onward in God's Name
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RESURRECTION DOWNTOWN MOVING 
FORWARD WITH BUILDING NEW CHURCH

One of the fastest growing 
United Methodist 

Churches in Missouri is 
developing in an unusual 
place. The 7-year-old church 
expanded to a second location 
three years ago and is now 
about to begin building a new 
church where both locations 
can unite as one. It’s not in 
the suburbs but the urban 
core of Kansas City. 
 “We will be the first new 
church built in this part 

of Kansas City in over 80 
years,” said Resurrection 
Downtown Campus Pastor 
Scott Chrostek. 
 Resurrection Downtown 
was planted by the Church of 
the Resurrection in Leawood, 
Kansas, with a core group of 
nine people.  It’s part of the 
Church of the Resurrection 
“one church at many 
locations” model. Sermons are 
from Rev. Adam Hamilton 
about 30 times a year. 

Chrostek usually preaches on 
the other Sundays. Hamilton 
rarely preaches in person at 
Resurrection Downtown 
or any of the other satellite 
locations.
 Resurrection Downtown 
officially launched in 2009 with 
an average attendance of 187. 
 Initially they shared space 
with Grand Avenue Temple 
United Methodist Church 
then moved to the Scarrit 
building across the street. 
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 In 2011 the church 
purchased the building at 
1522 McGee. Originally a 
service station and then the 
Crosstown Station bar, the 
building is directly across the 
street from the Kansas City 
Star, immediately across I-70 
from the Sprint Center.  
 The parking lot that’s 
north of the church belongs 
to Temptations, a strip club 
located on the other side 
of the block. It’s about as 
central-city as you can get. 
 The church continued to 
grow. In 2011 the worship 
was averaging 675 people 
at three services. In June 
of 2013, Resurrection 
Downtown opened its second 
location at 1508 Grand, 
a former Cannon Copier 
company building, and went 
to five worship services at two 
locations, averaging 800 in 
attendance. 
 It was inevitable that 
another expansion would 
be needed.  
 Although reclaiming old 
buildings and making them 
something new was part of 
the ethos of the church, that 
part was getting challenging.   
 “Downtown buildings 
with enough space to 
accommodate our worship 

numbers are 
few and far 
between,” 
Chrostek said. 
 Chrostek 
had been in 
relationship 
with the 
churches 
across-
the-street 
neighbor, 
the Kansas 
City Star, 
since moving 
in. He was 
approached by 
someone from the 
Star who told him 
the newspaper was 
considering selling 
its parking lot. 
 “It opened the door to 
something we couldn’t see,” 
Chrostek said. “To have room 
to build a place where we can 
continue to grow and flourish 
in downtown Kansas City – it 
was a no-brainer.” 
 By January 2016 they were 
up to 1,000 adults and had 
120 children enrolled in 
their KiDSCOR program. 
Last April the congregation 
raised $6.4 million in capital 
campaign commitments, 
surpassing their goal of 
$6 million. Resurrection 

Downtown’s annual operating 
budget is about $1.3 million. 
The church has seven people 
on staff full-time (counting 
Chrostek) and one part-time. 
A creative director manages 
45–60 volunteer musicians and 
artists. A volunteer coordinator 
manages 400 volunteers. 
 Resurrection Downtown 
had 1,850 in attendance at five 
worship services on Christmas 
Eve. During Advent, members 
donated 375 Joy Boxes to 
share during joy parties with 
the partner school, Wendell 
Phillips at Attucks.

For more on Rev. Scott Chrostek’s approach 
to ministry and his experience in launching a 
new church in Downtown Kansas City, read 
his book The Misfit Mission available at www.
cokesbury.com.

BY THE NUMBERS
$10.4 million total project cost
1.2 acres of land
440 seat sanctuary
177 parking spaces
15,236 square-foot building 
37,000 square-foot addition in phase II
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TIES TO THE MOTHER SHIP
Resurrection Downtown is a 
satellite campus of Church of the 
Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas, 
but Resurrection Downtown is a 
self-sustaining, self-supporting 
congregation. The main campus 
is Leawood is nearing completion 
of a new $93 million sanctuary. 

 “While giving gifts 
like these is growing less 
popular because of the fear 
of toxic charity, we resist 
this fear and give them in 
the context of mutually 
transformative relationships,” 
said Patrick McLaughlin, 
community pastor at 
Resurrection Downtown 
who works on staff to keep 
the church connected to 
the community through 

mission. “Our tutors are on 
site weekly in classrooms, and 
liasons meet regularly with 
Principal Brown to build the 
relationships and understand 
the context. With Principal 
Brown’s encouragement 
along with the teachers’, we 
are confident that the few 
personal hygiene items; Some 
socks and gloves or a hat, and 
a small toy will bring joy to 
the children and families of 

Wendell Phillips at Attucks. 
Our presents alongside our 
commitment to presence 
assure all that God's love is 
real and makes a difference in 
Kansas City.”
 Resurrection Downtown 
plans on breaking ground this 
month and being in the new 
building by spring of 2018.
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SafeS leepto
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R omona Baker has been 
working with Safe 
To Sleep to provide 
emergency shelter to 

homeless women in Springfield 
for five years. Yet, during a routine 
interview with reporter asking 
basic questions about the program, 
she breaks down crying. Her 
tears are not tears of sympathy for 
the women, frustration at their 
situations or anger at lack of support 
for their cause. She cries when she 
talks about how blessed she has been 
by being able to serve. 
 “To see someone I know from the 
shelter at Wal-Mart and to be able 
to go up and give her hug … most 
people don’t have an opportunity to 
do that,” she said. 
 Baker’s goal is to connect ordinary 
people with homeless people so that 
stereotypes disappear. 
 She said she knows that Jesus 
loves her, and she needs to recognize 
that he loves the homeless just as 
much. She should try to care for 
them that much as well. 
 “People look away from them all 
day,” Baker said. “We need to look 
at them as people.”
 Safe to Sleep is a ministry of 
the Council of Churches of the 
Ozarks in Springfield, and Baker is 
the director. It operates from 7:30 
p.m. to 7:30 a.m. every night. An 
average night shelters 30 women. 
The shelter hit a high number of 
43 last summer, but is approved to 
shelter up to 50. About half of the 
guests leave after a week; A few stay 
for several months. If it looks like 
they will be there more than a couple 
of weeks, people work on helping 
them find more permanent housing. 
 About 20 Springfield 
churches from a dozen different 

denominations provide the two 
volunteers per night needed to 
operate the shelter. Safe To Sleep 
currently has a list of 70 volunteers. 
Most people do it once or twice per 
month. Many of those volunteers are 
in their 60s and 70s, and they feel 
comfortable and safe in a church. 
 Several years ago when Safe to 
Sleep approached the pastor at 
Pathways United Methodist Church 
in Springfield about hosting the 
homeless shelter in the church, they 
got an immediate answer. 
 “He said, ‘It’s the right thing to 
do,’” Baker said, and Safe To Sleep 
had a home. Pathways was one of 
the first churches to support Safe To 
Sleep as a cold weather shelter, and 
has been part of the program since 
that beginning. This past year was 
the first year that the shelter was 
also open through the summer. 
 “Being able to use their facility 
without paying rent is a huge a gift 
to us,” Baker said. “It’s also closer 
than our other facility, so we’re 
saving money on gas.” 
 She recognizes that the heating, 
cooling and showers create a 
significant increase in the utility 
bills at the church and also knows 
that she wouldn’t be able to pay 
for it. The church has Vacation 
Bible School, bazaars and various 
other ministries and activities 
and treats the shelter as part of its 
programming schedule. When the 
gym was being used as a polling 
place on Election Day, the shelter 
was just dispersed to the classrooms. 
 “I don’t know of any church that 
is more open to the community and 
people in need,” Baker said.
 Baker estimates the program costs 
$300,000 a year but the shelter 
operates on a $100,000 budget. The 
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other two-thirds of what they need comes from 
volunteers and the generous donation of the 
facilities at Pathways. 
 “They’ve been the perfect location. At 10 
miles from the drop-in center, they are close, 
but not so close that we have a problem with 
getting visitors,” she said.
 The Council of Churches of the Ozarks has 
considered trying to buy property, but being at 
Pathways has its advantages beyond being free. 
 “The women are conscious of the fact that 
they are sleeping in a church, and they feel 
safe there,” Baker said. “Being in a church also 

helps curb improper behavior. I’ve heard one 
woman say to another, ‘You can’t talk that way 
here. You’re in a church.’”
 Many of the women are very religious, 
reading their Bibles in the evening and in the 
morning. When someone enters the program 
they are assessed by the Burrell Crisis Center 
to determine if they are likely to pose a danger 
to themselves or others. 
 Many women return to the program. Most 
of the people in it are not the chronic homeless 
population. It is more likely that they are 
low-income people who are in and out of jobs. 

Record High Number 
Served Per Night

Average Number 
Served Per Night

Volunteers 
Needed 
Per Month

Donors Have
Provided Support

Average Cost Per 
Woman Per Night

10 FEBRUARY 2017  |  The Missouri Methodists



There is a new free, downloadable learning resource available that 
has been produced for Pastor Parish Relations Committees on 
clergy boundaries. The resource is designed specifically with lay 
leadership and paid and unpaid church staff in mind. Its purpose 
is to expand the circle of accountability and the establishment of 
healthy practices in our local churches. 

The resource features David Olsen, co-author of “Saying No to Say Yes: 
Everyday Boundaries and Pastoral Excellence.” An ordained American 
Baptist minister and the current executive director of the Samaritan 
Counseling Center of the Capital Region, Dr. Olsen often consults 
with congregations on this topic.

This is a series of three, 45-60 minute video-based training sessions 
with accompanying conversation guides plus a short bonus episode. 
The resource can also be combined for a 3-hour training session for 
church leaders. The sessions include:

Session 1: What are Boundaries? 
This session spells out the role of boundaries in life and the role 
of clergy professional boundaries, ministry as profession, and the 
complicated nature of the pastoral vocation.

Session 2: Boundaries in a Changing World
This session invites viewers to establish good practices and policies 
around aspects of local church life to help protect the emotional, 
physical, psychological and spiritual health of the pastor(s) and 
congregation.

Session 3: Saying No in Order to Say Yes
This session reframes the conversation around 
boundaries for Pastor Parish Relations 
Committees and their pastoral staff to one of 
support. 

Bonus Conversation: Anxiety 
This short bonus session addresses the 
connection between anxiety and boundaries.

Visit www.moumethodist.org/boundaryPPRC to download the 
videos and conversation guides. Additional resources on boundaries 
and clergy sexual ethics can be found at www.moumethodist.org/
boundaryresources.

New Boundaries 
Video Resource

Many have mental problems or a 
physical disability. Some have had 
a sudden life change, like the death 
of a spouse. About 40 percent are 
over the age of 50. 
 “These aren’t teenage runaways 
or drug users,” Baker said. “Some 
of them may have been that at one 
point, but now they are just people 
having a hard time in their life.” 
 Sometimes their homelessness 
has taken them by surprise. One 
woman was moving from the East 
Coast to California and had her 
car stolen, which had all of her 
belongings and money in it. 
 “We had a woman that stayed 
with us for the first time last night, 
and she said it was the first time 
she had slept all night for a week,” 
Baker said.
 After spending a night volunteer-
ing at the shelter, friends might ask 
Baker if she had fun last night. 
 “Is it fun? No. Was I blessed? 
Absolutely,” she said. “I’ve been 
on a lot of mission trips to distant 
places, but to be able to serve in 
mission right here in Springfield is 
a privilege.”
 When she’s there at night, she 
thinks of the women there seeking 
shelter as she would think of her 
own children. She wants to tuck 
them in. When she’s not there, she 
hears people say things like “Why 
don’t they just get a job?” 
 “When you get to know them, 
you learn the answers to those 
questions,” she said. “To be there 
for them, to look them in the eye, 
to accept them with dignity… it’s a 
blessing.”
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W e hear Jesus say, “I was in prison and you 
visited me” (Matthew 25:35), and it sounds 

simple. Yet, to fulfill his call to be with “the least 
of them” in prison is a little more complicated 
and a whole lot more heartbreaking. A year ago, 
Festival of Sharing was offered the opportunity 
to share in Christmas worship with the women 
of the Vandalia Correctional Facility when we 
bring our yearly gift of hygiene packs. Chaplain 
Barnhart graciously guided us through the 
process. A month before entering the facility you 
must go through a background check, have all 
items you will bring into the facility approved, 

and have your movements timed to the minute. 
When you drive through Vandalia, you see from 
a distance the sprawling orange complex of 
buildings, which currently houses 1,842 women. 
The number is staggering. Upon entering the 
facility, you show identification, receive a visitor 
card, have your items searched, go through a 
metal detector and, finally, through multiple 
guard stations. 
 When we entered the chapel space, it struck 
us how very beige everything is in the building. 
Even the white board is not white, but beige. 
As the women began to join us, their assigned 

BY ANGELA OLSEN
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uniforms were beige/tan 
from head to toe. Some 
entered with hesitation 
but most with smiles. 
The prison had handed 
out Christmas gifts of 
food and chocolates 
along with the Festival 
hygiene packs earlier in 
the afternoon. Woman 
after woman thanked us 
and told us how much 
these packs mean to them. 
Remember, these packs are 
simple: shampoo, lotion, 
toothpaste, deodorant and 
a nail file. Many told us 
how challenging it is to 
buy these items, especially 
for those who have no outside support. They also 
gushed about how wonderful the shampoo smells. 
Have you just inhaled the fragrance of shampoo 
lately and been thankful? Another woman traded 
all her candy and chocolate for extra tubes of 
lotion. This was the first year we included them 
in the packs because the prison is so dry in the 
winter. We received hugs and pass them on to you 
for your donations.
 Our group let them know that people in churches 
all around Missouri were thinking of them and 
praying for them. We shared that when the plea 
went out to churches for at least 1,800 prison 
packs to give as Christmas gifts, the response was 
incredible - 4,006 at last count. This means we 
brought extra to Vandalia and can also support the 
nearly 1,600 women at the Chillicothe Correctional 
Facility. To give this perspective, we collected a 
total of 912 packs in 2015. These packs serve as a 
concrete reminder to these woman that they are 
not forgotten. We also celebrated the remarkable 
efforts of women in the prison who raised $2,000 
and donated it to Festival of Sharing. Three groups, 
Long-timers, NAACP and Outreach, spent their 
time selling items to other prisoners to raise money. 
These generous gifts brought tears of blessing to our 
eyes and hope to our hearts. 

 There are moments and images during our time 
at the prison which will stay in our minds and 
hearts forever. Retired Rev. Jim Bryan, through 
tears, said, “I don’t have any magic words for you 
tonight. The most important words I have are, 
‘you are precious, beloved children of the most 
high God.’ When he repeated these words, tears 
began to flow. There was joy and laughter during 
the singing of hymns. There were “amens” when 
we shared our Christmas theme and the gospel 
reading, “You are the light of the world” (Matthew 
5:14-16). With loud voices, they shared what 
darkness is for them; But with even more strength, 
they shared what brings light. Singing of an infant 
Savior born to a young girl was made all the more 
poignant when at least a half-dozen women in 
worship were pregnant. 
 As we closed the service, we dimmed the lights 
and lifted one candle while we sang, “Silent 
night, holy night! Son of God love’s pure light. 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face. With dawn of 
redeeming grace, Jesus Lord, at Thy birth.” The 
room was no longer beige, and the darkness was 
overcome by the light of Jesus Christ. We praise 
God for the opportunity to share in prison how 
Jesus Christ brought glorious light into the world; 
His redeeming grace shines on all of us and how 
these precious women are now light to each other!

Youth at the Festival of Sharing 
package prison care kits that were 
later delivered to Vandalia.
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A Risk-Taking Mission! That is what a 
group of United Methodist youth from the 
Warrensburg, Missouri, First United 
Methodist Church have been doing 
over the past six years. The youth have 
conducted mission projects at a variety 
of sites scattered across the country, 
stretching from the Grand Canyon to 
the Great Smoky Mountains and from 
the Black Hills/Yellowstone Region of 
Wyoming and South Dakota to the Gulf Coast 
of Louisiana.
 Since 2011, the FUMC Youth have traveled 
over 12,000 miles and raised more than $100,000 
in funds and resources for their missions. 
They have worked with the Navajo, Arapaho, 
Shoshoni, Kiowa, Apache, Seminole, Lakota-
Sioux, Cheyenne, Cherokee and Houma Native 
American Tribes as well as various rural and inner-
city mission sites such as Reelfoot Ministries in 
Northwest Tennessee and the Bethlehem Center in 
Nashville.
 During this time the team has conducted eight 
mission Bible schools, 12 children’s festivals, 
countless puppet programs, Praise Band concerts 
and multiple work projects, including the 
remodeling of an entire Sunday School building. 
They have also provided dental kits, emergency 
supplies and over 10,000 meals to children and 
adults in a variety of locations. 
 The team often finds itself conducting their 
mission ministries in tents, under trees, and even in 
open fields, on occasion, because of limited indoor 
spaces. Sleeping quarters are primitive, showers are 
sparse, and the hours are long, but these dedicated 
youth know these are missions, not vacations.
 The youth even take their own work crew 
with them, who not only do projects within the 

surrounding community but on occasion have gone 
in ahead of the mission team to prepare the sites for 
them. The creative versatility of this group is one of 
the reasons why they are so often invited to go to 
places that other groups will not or cannot go. 
 It takes a special caliber of person to participate in 
a mission like this, and this team has taken over 75 
of them into the mission field these past six years, 
accompanied by 25 wonderful college-age adults, 
and parents, who have gone along with them as 
mission facilitators.

“Louie and I have directed a lot of great mission 
teams over the past 25+ years, and every one 
of them have had their own special gifts and 
abilities, but the Warrensburg team is by far 
the most uniquely gifted collection of ‘young 
Christian world changers’ that we’ve ever 
worked with. We can’t wait to see the difference 
these young people are going to make for the 
Church in the future as young adults.”

WARRENSBURG

Tent Ministry Conducted by Warrensburg UMYF

Bible School Conducted by Warrensburg UMYF
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MUSIC MATTERS

Ryan McLouth is 
the Music Ministry 

Program Coordinator
and an Assistant 

Professor of Music 
at Central Methodist 

University.

I hope your new year is off to a great start, and that 
your Christmas season was fantastic. Heading into the 
new year, I am reminded of things that I told myself I 

would focus on to facilitate successful worship services. 
One of those major components for me was technology, 
particularly live sound reinforcement.
 It seems that live sound production is a hot topic in most 
churches these days. Those who serve as sound engineers 
in their local church know what I mean. Besides working 
to meet the needs of the congregation, the musicians 
and those speaking, we also face the challenge of using 
our technology and equipment to its maximum capacity. 
Sometimes we are working with outdated equipment; 
Sometimes there’s a learning curve with brand new 
equipment, sometimes the natural sound of the room is a 
challenge. And the list can go on.
 One challenge that I see many congregations facing is 
the balance between “on-stage sound” and “front-of-house 
sound.” Let me take just a moment to define these two 
terms to make sure that we are on the same page. On-stage 
sound is the volume level and balance of all instruments 
and voices from the performer’s perspective. Since the 
performers are on stage, behind the main speakers of the 
sound system and are closer to their own sound source, 
this mix may be very different than front-of-house. 
Front-of-house sound is the volume and balance from the 
congregation’s perspective. As sound engineers, we should 
strive to have complete control over front-of-house sound. 
 The first step in doing this is to minimize the amount of 
on-stage sound that the congregation perceives. In other 
words, instrument amplifiers, stage monitors, drums and 
other high-volume components cannot be louder than the 
main speakers of your sound system. This can be a very 
tricky feat, but I have a few suggestions on where you can 
start. Step one is to ask all instrumentalists to play at a 

volume that is the lowest they 
can tolerate. If your lead guitar 
player constantly has his amplifier 
“turned up to 11,” you’ll never 
achieve control of your front of 
house sound. Now, perhaps you 
have convinced all players to play 
at their lowest level, but you’re still 
hearing some on-stage sound from the 
congregational perspective.  
 The next step is to place all 
amplifiers as far backstage as 
possible, and face them toward the rear of the stage. 
Basically, we want to get the sound source (speaker) as 
far away from the congregation as we can, and face it 
away from the congregation. For this option to work, it 
is good to have the ability to mic the rear-facing amps, 
or send a line-out from them to the sound system. This 
way, the congregation can still hear them, but you have 
much more control over the level. The final option that 
I would offer is “total” sound isolation for instruments. 
This is difficult but can be done. For this solution, many 
sound engineers place amplifiers in a separate room, 
build sound-proof cabinets to place amplifiers in, and 
set up plexi-glass shielding around acoustic drums. This 
essentially eliminates all on-stage sound and affords 
complete control for the engineer. Of course, you’ll need 
to mic these instruments, so they can be mixed in front of 
house speakers and monitor systems.
 I always enjoy sharing with you, and I love hearing 
from you! If you have any questions about sound in your 
worship service, please do not hesitate to call. Or even if 
you just want to share your own ideas, please contact me 
at rmclouth@centralmethodist.edu or (660) 651-9964. 
Until next month, keep playing and singing!

Sound 
Advice
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St. Francisville is on the river 
that makes the eastern border 
of Missouri. No, not the 
Mississippi River, it is further 
north than that. It’s on the Des 

Moines River. Sure, Iowa is to the north, 
but it’s also to the east. 
 Certified Lay Speaker Donna Reid has 
been serving St. Francisville UMC since 
July. She also serves Luray UMC, 
the other church on the two point 
charge. 
 “We have services at St. 
Francisville at 8:30 a.m. and Luray 
at 10:15,” she said. “When I drive 
from St. Francisville to Luray, I’m 
driving past United Methodist 
Churches in Kahoka and Wayland.”
Reid lives at Taylor. Her drive to St. 
Francisville is 64 miles, then it’s another 
20 miles to Luray, so her Sunday morning 
circuit adds up to about 120 miles. 
 Reid has been encouraged by the 
growth she has seen in both churches. 
When she started, Luray was under 10 
in attendance, and it is now up to about 
15. St. Francisville has gone from 15 up 
to 24. She credits the congregation with 
doing a good job of inviting people who 
have fallen away to come back to church 
and reaching out to unchurched people. 
 “I’ve told (the congregations) that I 
can’t grow the church. Only Jesus Christ, 
working through them, can grow the 
church,” she said.
 When getting started there, she found 
the sizes of the church to be a plus 
because she could get to know everyone. 
She took pictures of people and made a 
photo album. 
 “It helped me put names to faces and 
reminded me of who I am praying for as I 

went through it,” Reid said. “And now as 
we add more people, I add more pictures.” 
 Last summer St. Francisville held a 
block party featuring a praise band from 
Hannibal, served maid-rites and hot 
dogs, and had a rummage and craft sale. 
 “It was really enjoyed by people in the 
community,” Reid said. 
 In October Luray had a soup supper 
that fed about 75 people. 
 Both churches are involved in a local 
mission project. They are raking leaves, 
collecting the bags and giving taking them 
to a family who lives in a house trailer 
to provide insulation around the trailer 
skirting so it isn’t so difficult to heat in the 
winter. In the spring, when the insulation 
is no longer needed, the leaves will be used 
as mulch on the garden. 
 “It was something that we could do for 
someone that only cost us some elbow 
grease,” Reid said. “The family really 
appreciates it.”

FROM ST. FRANCISVILLE
Nearest city: Keokuk, Iowa, 12 miles (pop. 10,000)
Missouri Conference Center in Columbia: 137 miles
Annual Conference Session in Springfield: 292 miles

“Only Jesus Christ, 
working through them, 
can grow the church.” 
DONNA REID
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The Values 
Team of the 
Missouri 
Conference 
of the 
United 
Methodist 
Church 
is now 

receiving nominations for the Unity Award. 
The Unity Award celebrates the spirit and 
work of an individual in light of the values 
of the Missouri Annual Conference with 
particular emphasis on inclusiveness, justice 
and worth.

The recipient must have demonstrated 
a continuing commitment to the full 
and equal participation of women, 
ethnic minorities, and all other groups 
or individuals historically discriminated 
against in the total life and mission of 
the United Methodist Church and the 
community at large. The recipient may be 
lay or clergy, youth or adult. The recipient 
must be United Methodist and affiliated 
with the Missouri Annual Conference.

Please submit a one-page essay with 
reference to the individual’s name and 
role within the church, along with an 
explanation regarding this person’s spirit 
and work, and why you believe this person 
should be the recipient of the Unity Award.

Please include at the top of the page your 
name, telephone number, address, and 
e-mail address (if applicable). Nominations 
may be submitted electronically as a Word 
document or pdf to The Office of Mission, 
Service & Justice Ministries at office@
moumethodist.org. All nominations must 
be submitted by March 1.

Unity Award Call 
for Nominations

Each year the 
Robert and 
Martha Marble 
Mission Award 
is given to an 
individual in the 
Missouri Annual 
Conference 
who exhibits 
outstanding commitment to mission. This award 
is given in honor of the Marbles, who served for 
36 years as missionaries from Missouri to India.

Nominations for this award should be submitted 
by March 1 to The Office of Mission, Service 
& Justice Ministries, 3601 Amron Court, 
Columbia, MO 65202, or email at office@
moumethodist.org.

When submitting a letter of nomination, 
describe the qualifications of the nominee and 
considering the following guidelines:
• Number of years of mission involvement
• Leadership given to developing mission 

projects and programs
• Involvement in local church and community 

mission
• Involvement in mission beyond the local 

church, eg. VIM projects, Mozambique 
Initiative, District, Conference, General 
Church endeavors

• Degree to which services were volunteered

The recipient will receive a certificate and $500 
given to a mission project of his/her choice.

Robert 
& Martha Marble 
Mission Award 
Nominations

2016 Marble Mission Award 
Winner Joe Bartelsmeyer

Barbara Love (right). Presenting 
the award is Linda Settles (left).

17www.moumethodist.org
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Social Issues 
   & the Rural Church

This story is the final installment of a four-part series 
exploring ways the University of Missouri-Columbia 
Rural Sociology Department has been and continues 
to be engaged with United Methodist Churches in 
rural Missouri. This month the Mark Twain District 
is inviting all of the Missouri Conference to join 
in a gathering focused specifically on challenges and 
opportunities in rural ministry called Rural Ministry 
Now. For details on this event, see the events 
calendar on page 31.
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In 1984 Dr. William 
Heffernan, rural sociologist 
at the University of Missouri-
Columbia, received a call from 
the U.S. House agricultural 

committee wanting to know what the 
government could do to help farm 
families who were losing their farms. 
Soon Bill’s wife and cohort Judy was 
interviewing two farm families a day, 
and Bill was processing data. They 
consulted with people in social work 
to use a scale of 12 stressors to ask 
people about. Typically, if someone 
was experiencing two or more of these 
events, they may need professional 
counseling. 
 “Some of the people I was talking to 
had eight,” Judy said. 
 It was the height of what was known 
as The Farm Crisis. The interviews 
were planned to take 45 minutes, but 
most took about two hours because 
people wanted to share what they had 
experienced. The Heffernans focused 
their research on Chariton County, 
one of the top agricultural counties in 
Missouri. In a few years time, about 40 
families had lost their farms. 
 “I interviewed people who had been 
named outstanding farm family of the 
year just a year or two before,” Judy said. 
 When asked if they would 
participate in the study, most replied 
that they didn’t think it would help 
them, but if it might help others they 
were willing to participate. 
 “Some people called them land speculators (due to 
the debt they carried on their acreage), but they were 
just doing what they had been told they needed to do in 
farming: go big or go home,” Judy said. 
 Whether or not a farmer made it through the farm 
crisis wasn’t so much dependent on how hard they 
worked or even how good of decisions they made in their 
farming practice. 
 “It mostly came down to when they were born,” Bill 
said. If they were mature enough in their operation 
that most of their debt was paid off, they could weather 
through low farm prices and high interest rates. Those 
with some money in the bank during the farm crisis 
probably weren’t in crisis. 

The Heffernans research wasn’t just for historical 
record, or academia. The result of it was an additional 
several million dollars being added to the farm bill for 
several states. 
 “It had an impact. It really made a difference,” 
Bill said. One of the initial studies resulted in one 
discovery that the Heffernans, both of whom are United 
Methodists, found quite disturbing. People who had lost 
their farms were asked to rank others in their life on a 
scale, with one end being something that made them feel 
very supportive and comforted and the other extreme 
being something that left them feeling abandoned and 
disregarded. The person’s home church ranked near the 
bottom of the scale. 
 “On average, people had better feelings about the 
bankers who foreclosed on them than they did about 

“On average, people 
had better feelings 
about the bankers who 
foreclosed on them 
than they did about 
their own church. They 
didn’t feel their church 
was there for them 
during this time 
of crisis.”
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their own church,” Bill said. “They 
didn’t feel their church was there for 
them during this time of crisis.”
 The Heffernans ended up taking 
their findings on the road, speaking at 
community meetings all over Missouri, 
many of which were hosted by United 
Methodist Churches as well as other 
denominations. They developed 
resources for churches so they would 
know how to better minister to their 
own families who were struggling with 
the farm crisis. 
 The more they met with 
communities, the more the need for 
such meetings was apparent. The 
Heffernans took their talks to 32 states.
 Moments from those times still stand 
out clearly to the Heffernans. Once Bill 
was speaking at a United Methodist 
Church in southeast Missouri, and after his presentation, 
a professional-looking man in a suit pulled him aside in 
the hallway. He was the local banker. 
 “With tears in his eyes, he told me how the day before 
he had received a call telling him he had to deliver a 
foreclosure notice to a local farmer,” Bill recalled. “The 
farmer was his brother. He had lost the family farm.”
 In another church meeting in the opposite corner of 
the state, one older man in bib-overalls hung around 
after the meeting to speak to Bill. 
 “He told me how he had missed his daughter’s baptism 
because he was working on the farm, and now he had 
lost it all and had nothing,” Bill recalled. 
 Judy made a presentation to a District United 
Methodist Women’s meeting, and after her presentation 
one elderly lady approached her and said that she would 
pray for her and her ministry. 
 “I was taken aback,” Judy said. “I was working for a 
university, and she called it ministry.” 
 But the church turned around, and ended up becoming 
very active in the issues relating to rural America. 
Within a few years most churches were on board. 
“In those days, every mainline denomination had 
someone on staff with a folder pertaining to rural 
ministry,” Bill said.
 General Conference last year was the first one that 
Judy had missed in 20 years. Three of the four United 
Methodist related rural centers that used to focus on 
rural ministry have closed, with the Heartland Network 
that Judy worked with ceasing operation about 10 
years ago. The Hinton Rural Life Center is still going, 

supported by the Southeast Jurisdictional Conference. 
The Heffernans live on the John Harris farm north of 
Columbia. This farm was originally 1,200 acres and was 
recognized as being a model progressive farm back in 
1872. They own 500 acres and rent most of it, keeping 
about 25 to themselves for their own projects. 
 “I like to experiment with things,” Bill said. 
“Sometimes things don’t work out, and the neighbors 
laugh at me.” 
 Judy says the farm’s name is Boonslick Gateway 
Farm, but she also refers to it as the Heffernan 
Experimentation Station. 
 On the ground that they rent, they require no-till 
farming to preserve the soil. 
 “We need to go back to farming with nature,” Bill 
said. “There’s never a reason to sow seed on bare ground.” 
 The original house burned from a lightning strike, 
but stones from the foundations of some of the 
original structures were used to construct part of the 
present house. Its stone walls are 14 inches thick. The 
Heffernans have lived there 23 years. 
 During the depression, Bill’s father worked two jobs – 
one building John Deere tractors, the other rolling over 
eggs in a hatchery. Now retired, most of the Bill’s career 
was focused on ownership and control of American 
farms, and the consolidation in the food systems. They 
are glad to see others in the area of rural sociology taking 
up that cause now. Bill’s hope for the future is that we 
will see a resurgence of interest in local food, giving 
small farmers direct access to consumers rather than 
depending on large commodity brokers. 
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P rairie Chapel celebrated 
the baptism of 12 into the 

universal church on November 
6th. It was years in the making. 
 Claire and Cody biked past the 
church one Saturday, looked for 
information on the web only to 
find none (Claire is now church 
webmaster) but persisted, began 
to attend and were married by 
Pastor Beth Duckworth. When 
their second child Edna Louise 
was born this year, they asked Lay 
Pastor Rick Matson to arrange for 
Edna to be baptized. Thus began 
the events that led to Sunday.
 There was another 
couple in the church 
that had a 1-year-old. 
Matson had talked to 
them about having their 
baby, Patrick, baptized 
and they agreed. The 
mother had five other 
children from a previous 
marriage, and Matson 
asked if they had been 
baptized. The children 
had received Bibles from 
the church, had been active in 
Sunday school and the older boys 
had even participated in reading the 
Scripture during worship.  
 They were ready and anxious 
to willingly declare their faith. 
The family has been active in the 
church because of the example 
and urging of family.

 Another 
couple in 
the church 
was building 
relationships 
beyond the 
walls of 
the church 
with both 
family and 
people they 
had met at a 
business establishment in Fulton. 
Five more responded to Christ's 
invitation and two of them have 
been active in the church for a 

few months. God's 
grace will continue 
to work in their 
lives in years to 
come. Since Matson 
is a Certified Lay 
Minister, Rev. 
Angie Olsen led the 
service and baptized 
them in the name 
of the Holy Trinity. 
God added the 
blessing.

 Matson considers the new 
members, he sees that some first 
came to the church by chance, 
others by the urging and example 
of family and others by church 
members establishing connections 
with people beyond the church. 
And once they visited, they liked 
what they experienced. 

 “They keep coming back 
because of exceptional hospitality 
and worship that gives them 
something to take away,” Matson 
said. “I would say the kids love 
Sunday School and love coming 
to church. That helps a lot. The 
adults have experienced genuine 
caring as they moved from guests 
to regular attendees.”

“They keep 
coming back 
because of 
exceptional 
hospitality 
& worship
that gives them 
something to take 
away.” RICK MATSON
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LAITY VOICES

A pastor friend of mine recently sent me some statistics 
that may be surprising: 77 percent of our United 

Methodist churches here in Missouri have weekly 
attendance of fewer than 100 people.* Furthermore, almost 
60 percent of our churches have attendance of fewer than 
50 people each week. Those churches with 50 or less, 
however, account for just 15 percent of our statewide 
weekly attendance.
 Some may say, “So aren’t you stating the obvious? We’ve 
got lots of small churches, but they don’t contribute a lot.” 
To my way of thinking, what sometimes is not so obvious is 
that small membership churches actually do contribute a lot. 
 In the case of many rural areas in particular, the faith 
community is critical to the larger community. Just as 
there are after-school programs and youth activities in 
more metropolitan areas, there are after-school programs 
in small towns that simply wouldn’t happen without the 
local church. There are food pantries and clothing shops 
in basements and in unused Sunday School classrooms in 
those small churches. There are assistance programs and 
mission projects for local communities and communities 
across the globe. Small membership churches, rural 
churches in particular, are a vital part of their local 
communities. 
 In the same breath, there are ongoing challenges that 
rural churches face when considering the traditional metrics 
such as attendance and income. These challenges aren’t 
unique to small membership churches but often-times 
seem exacerbated by the general economy and the declining 
situation in many rural areas. Membership has fallen, 
expenses have risen, the church building(s) have aged, and a 
large percent of members are older. Discussions about how 
to continue moving forward are difficult to consider, yet 
have been necessary in many of our rural churches.
 Against this backdrop of tenacity, passion, doubt and 
frustration, the Rural Ministry Now: A Path Forward 
conference was born. A grant became available within our 

Mark Twain District (north central 
and northeastern MO), and one 
of the concepts brought forward 
was that of an annual workshop 
specifically designed for small 
membership rural churches.  The vast 
majority of our churches in the Mark 
Twain District are small churches. 
These churches are often a critical 
foundation of their local communities 
but are struggling to build a vibrant 
future in the face of considerable challenges.
 Rather than trying to adapt materials from workshops 
for larger churches, this conference utilizes workshop 
leaders that are especially focused on small membership 
rural churches. To that end, our first event, scheduled for 
February 18, features Dr. Carl Ellis, Executive Director 
of the Lay Academy for Rural Church Ministries. Ellis’s 
strength is helping build strong, vibrant rural churches 
that can identify and pursue their vision. This workshop is 
designed to provide attendees with resources to take home 
and implement immediately (visit www.moumethodist.org/
rural for more information and to register).
 Rural churches are a source of strength, hope and faith 
for their members and their local communities. They bear 
a continuing, unwavering testament to Christ’s love in this 
world. It is our hope to celebrate and continue to build 
on those foundations to ensure strong, dynamic churches 
thrive in our communities, regardless of size.

 Karen attends Macon United Methodist Church and is 
currently serving in her third year as the Mark Twain District 
lay leader. She grew up in a rural two-point charge and is 
passionate about the ministry possibilities that rural churches 
can unleash!

*Statistics courtesy of General Council on Finance and Administration (GCFA), for calendar year 2015.

Rural Ministry in Missouri

Karen Shearer, 
Mark Twain District 

Lay Leader
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WESLEY IN THE WORLD TODAY

Dr. Hal Knight, 
Professor of Wesleyan 

Studies, Saint Paul 
School of Theology.

At the end of Matthew’s gospel, the risen Jesus tells 
his disciples to go and make more disciples, from 

people of all nations. The current mission of the United 
Methodist Church echoes this: “to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” But 
what does it mean to be a disciple? I want to address 
that question in this column for the next few months, 
leading up to Annual Conference where Wesleyan 
discipleship will be our theme.
 It may seem odd to us who use the term discipleship a 
lot that Wesley uses it very little. Half the time when he 
does speak of someone being a disciple, it’s not of being 
a disciple of Jesus but of a contemporary philosopher 
like Hume or Voltaire. Wesley spoke far more often 
of our having the mind that was in Christ, of holiness 
of heart and life, or of knowing and loving God and 
our neighbor. If this was his way of describing what 
we would call “discipleship,” then from it we can draw 
several lessons about being a disciple.
 First, being a disciple is not simply attending church. Of 
course, a disciple does worship God; It is his or her hearts 
desire. But going to church can be in Wesley’s words, a 
“dead formalism,” or in ours “nominal Christianity.” It 
can be simply a religious duty, or only a social event. Ask 
dishonest tradesmen if they are Christian, Wesley says, 
and nine out of 10 times they will respond, “As good a 
Christian as yourself! Go to heaven? Yes, sure! For I keep 
my church as well as any man.” (Letter to John Smith, 

June 25, 1746). Discipleship is more 
than “keeping church.”
 Second, being a disciple is 
not just learning information. 
Sometimes people today go to 
“self-help experts” to learn keys to 
more effective living, and if they 
in turn pass on that information 
to others, they are called disciples 
of that expert. But becoming a 
disciple of Jesus is not just learning 
his teachings, it involves knowing and following him, 
as his original disciples did. Of course, when the risen 
Jesus, who is about to ascend to the Father, tells those 
original disciples to make more disciples, Jesus knows 
that the new disciples will not be able to literally follow 
him around. But because he is alive, they can have a 
relationship with him, through the Holy Spirit.
 Wesley believed we cannot follow Jesus unless we 
know Jesus, not just know about Jesus; That is, by 
coming to know Jesus in a way analogous to how we 
know one another. It is knowing Jesus that changes our 
hearts and lives. Put another way, becoming a disciple is 
not just informational, it is formational: as we pray, read 
scripture, worship and serve others we increasingly are 
shaped by the Spirit into Christ-likeness. Becoming a 
disciple is to gain a new life, in which we begin to love 
God and others as Christ has loved us.

Becoming a 
Disciple
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Paid Advertisement

Explore the 
Wonder of 
God’s Grace

Additional components for a four-week study 
include a comprehensive leader guide 

and a DVD featuring author and Pastor 
Jorge Acevedo and Wes Olds.

A Grace-Full Life seeks to answer the questions: 
In what ways is God an “ever present” God? 

Why does God want to have a personal relationship with me?
How can I fully experience and respond to God’s grace?

How can I die well “surrounded by” God’s grace?

Grace. It’s a game changer. And when never-ending 
love comes from God, it sometimes feels like more 
than you can take.

In A Grace-Full Life, you’ll examine a Wesleyan 
understanding of grace for the common person. You’ll 
learn about various forms of grace—prevenient grace, 
justifying grace, sanctifying grace, and glorifying 
grace—and you’ll come away knowing how God’s 
grace truly works in your life. 
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THE MISSOURI METHODIST FOUNDATION

Manchester UMC Ministry Grant of $1,000
The Young Adult Ministry at Manchester United Methodist 
Church has worked to switch its mission focus from working 
“for” persons in need of assistance to working “with” those 
same persons and communities to build relationships and 
develop long-term solutions to food insecurity and poverty. 
Partnering with Kingdom House (the award-winning 
United Methodist social service agency) and a community 
garden in the Kingdom House neighborhood in south St. 
Louis City, the Manchester youth are expanding the garden 
with the addition of a new chicken coop. The Foundation 
grant was used for materials to build the coop.
 Under the leadership of Youth Pastor Winter DeGraaf-
Hamilton, the Young Adult Ministry is expanding into 
St. Louis City, working with other youth from across 
the city, and conducting a small group Bible study using 
the Urban Forum curriculum at Kingdom House. (That 
curriculum was developed by Kingdom House with the 
assistance of another Foundation grant!) Last year, over 
1,000 pounds of food were either sold to raise funds for the 
project or distributed directly through the Kingdom House 
emergency food pantry. 
 “We believe this is a risk-taking mission,” states 
DeGraaf-Hamilton. “This program has come a long way in 
a little over a year and a half.”

Wesley UMC Jefferson City Ministry 
Grant of $3,750
“Some of these young, single mothers had never had a 
fresh green bean before,” explained Wilma Wilcoxson, 
a member of the Opus Adult Sunday School class at 
Wesley United Methodist Church in Jefferson City. She 
is describing how produce from the church’s community 
garden was shared with the participants in one of the 
church’s outreach ministries. “We showed them how to 
prepare them, and they were thrilled.” 

 That is just 
one of the many 
ways the Wesley 
United Methodist 
Church in Jefferson 
City has been 
able to turn their 
community garden 
into community 
outreach and ministry. The Young Adults  group at 
Wesley grew a “salsa garden.” The tomatoes and peppers 
were used to cook and can salsa that was then sold as a 
fundraiser. They learned how to grow, cook, and can, 
while raising $300 that was donated to the Samaritan 
Center, a local interfaith social service agency. 
 The Foundation grant has helped purchase a new 
tiller and other equipment. “We are excited about our 
community garden and how well it has been received,” 
states volunteer David McAllister. “It is a way to bring 
people of all stripes together.” 
 The Foundation Ministry Grant program seeks to nurture 
the seeds of ministry and congregational effectiveness across 
our state. The next deadline for grant proposals is April 1. 
The grants are made possible by gifts from individuals who 
have built, and continue to build, the grant and scholarship 
endowments at the Foundation. To make a gift, to create 
a lasting legacy or to apply for a grant, please contact the 
Foundation or go to www.mumf.org.

Methodists have always expressed the values of community, 
love and fellowship around mealtimes together. Several 
churches are expanding that circle to include growing the 
food as well, and the Foundation Ministry Grant program is 
helping “grow” those efforts. 

Gardens, Grants & Grace
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Paid Advertisement

Cokesbury.com | 800.672.1789

In Restored, author Tom Berlin encourages 
us to refl ect and meditate through our 
own brokenness, showing us that it is only 
when we focus on the cross as a place to 
surrender control that we can leave our 
mess and fi nd true redemption.

This 6-week study uses Scripture, 
devotional tools, and the writings of 
Ignatius of Loyola, John of the Cross, St. 
Augustine, John Wesley, Evelyn Underhill, 
and others, and is a perfect Lenten study 
for youth or adults.

This Lent, 
Look at 

Your MESS
Through the 

Eyes of 
CHRIST

Sometimes our lives are in such 
disarray we can’t envision a way 
through to redemption. But when 
we look at the mess through the 
eyes of Christ, we not only fi nd 
redemption, we can clearly see 
spiritual restoration.

 author Tom Berlin encourages This 6-week study uses Scripture, 

Through the 

disarray we can’t envision a way 
through to redemption. But when 
we look at the mess through the 

Study Components: Book, Leader Guide, DVD, Youth Study Book, and Leader Kit
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This year, Intrepid Wildfire Camp 
provides the opportunity for you 
or your youth group to serve
in the mission field of Central 
Missouri. Youth will be spending 
their days serving the communi-
ty and their nights listening to 
powerful Christian speakers, 
swimming, playing sports, and 
relaxing on the campus of Cen-
tral Methodist University. Come 
for a week you will never forget!

6th-12th Grade

Join thousands of campers 
across Missouri as they seek 
out a summer of adventure, 
excitement, and a chance to 
deepen their appreciation of 
God’s creation.  Campers can 
take part in wilderness explo-
ration, faith-building exercis-
es, team sports, and classic 
summer camp and waterfront 
activities. Come for a week 
you will never forget!

3rd-12th Grade
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To Join Our Team and Help Change Lives For Christ

The Next Generation Camping Ministry Team is seeking *paid camping staff and volunteer counselors for three of our 
five summer camping adventures in 2017. Applicants must have an existing relationship with Christ, a desire to share 
Christ’s love with kids, a willingness to be a team-player, Safe Sanctuary certification (provided), the ability to work with 
kids of all ages and backgrounds, and the ability to adapt to changing schedules. See reverse side for more details!

*Paid positions include salary, meals, and lodging while employed.

Infuse CORE Camp helps cultivate a 
campers’ faith journey by develop-
ing leadership, independence, and a 
deeper appreciation of His creation.

Intrepid Wildfire Camp is our newest 
camp for 2017. Campers will enjoy a 
high energy camp infused with com-
munity service opportunities. 

Spark Mini Mobile Camp seeks to 
support local churches by providing 
an affordable camping experience 
for children in the local community.

Contact Josh regarding Spark Mini Mobile camp at: jschaller@moumethodist.org
Contact Scott regarding Infuse and Intrepid camps at: sburdin@moumethodist.org

Must be post highschool graduate
Must be actively pursuing Christ
Must exude joy, energy, and positivity 
around campers, leaders, and staff
Must be willing to assume a leadership 
role pre, during, and post camp
Must be able to work well with church 
leadership and fellow staff members to 
provide excellence in all aspects of camp
Must engage campers using the euro 
bungee, rock wall, inflatable obstacle 
course, tie dye, and more
Must spend your time traveling across 
Missouri and living in host homes
Must have summer availability from: 
May 25 - August 10, 2017

Must be post highschool graduate
Must be actively pursuing Christ
Must have an ability to relate to youth
Must have transportation — we will be 
traveling to various camp sites (mile-
age reimbursed)
Must complete First Responder Training & 
Certification process (provided)
Must have summer availability from: 
June 1 - July 31, 2017

Must be post highschool graduate
Must be actively pursuing Christ
Must have an ability to relate to youth
Must have a desire to work and serve 
alongside teenagers in a high energy, 
fun-filled setting
Must be able to invest in campers by 
leading small group discussions
Must have summer availability from: 
July 17 - July 22, 2017
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Individual Mailed Subscription
This magazine is automatically sent to all clergy and 
selected church leaders, but is also available to anyone 
for $20 per year. Send checks payable to the Missouri 
Conference to Lorraine Sanders at 3601 Amron Court, 
Columbia, MO, 65202. 

Bulk Subscriptions
This is a good way for churches to distribute to members at 
less than half the cost of individual subscriptions. 

Prices are $100 to receive a box of 10 magazines monthly 
for a year, 25 magazines monthly for $200; 50 magazines 
for $350, or 100 magazines for $500 per year. Send checks 
payable to the Missouri Conference to Lorraine Sanders at 
3601 Amron Court, Columbia, MO, 65202.

Read Online
Every issue is available on our website at 
www.moumethodist.org/magazine.

Read Via Email
Subscribe for free to have a PDF of each issue emailed 
to you by selecting The Missouri Methodists at www.
moumethodist.org/stayconnected.

Use An App
The magazine is available as an app for most smartphones 
and tablets. Just search your usual marketplace (like iTunes 
connect or Google Play Store) for Missouri Methodists.

Share & Speak Up
Reading this magazine on paper or online? Don’t forget to 
share. Paper copies can be passed around, and links to the 
digital version can be e-mailed, posted on social media or 
posted on websites. If you have anything you would like to 
share about the magazine, or if you want to connect Fred 
Koenig, Editor of The Missouri Methodists, with a talented 
writer, photographer or videographer in your congregation, 
e-mail fkoenig@moumethodist.org.

Ways to Read The Missouri Methodists
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For more event Information visit: 
http://www.moumethodist.org/events

Rural Ministry Now: A Path Forward
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18
Location: Macon United Methodist Church, 208 Pearl St., 
Macon, 63552
Contact: Karen Shearer, karenbshearer@gmail.com
Registration: http://www.moumethodist.org/rural
Fees: $100 for pastor + up to five church members 
OR $40/individual

One size does not fit all when it comes to resources and 
training – rural churches have significant challenges that are 
different than other churches including struggles for support, 
training and people. Conversely, rural churches often serve as a 
vital part of the local community and have passionate members 
who support and uphold the church and surrounding community.

The Rural Ministry Now conference seeks to provide ideas and 
training for church members to help support thriving, hope-filled 
rural churches across the Mark Twain District and beyond.

Our workshop leader is Dr. Carl Ellis, Director of the Lay Academy 
for Rural Church Ministries. Dr. Ellis’ passion of 30+ years is 
empowering rural churches to effectively live their mission for 
Jesus Christ in their local community. 

Mentor Palooza
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16
Location: St. Louis, Cape Girardeau, Columbia, Joplin, Kansas City
Time: 9am-3pm, lunch provided
Contact: Jenny Gragg, jgragg@moumethodist.org, 573-441-1770

Any ordained clergy or COS graduate who might serve as a 
mentor for candidates, continued candidates, local pastors and 
residents are invited to join us at one of five locations. Learn more 
here by visiting www.moumethodist.org/mentorpalooza.

Soul Connections Retreat
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27 TO TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28
Location: First United Methodist Church, 201 Monroe St., 
Jefferson City, MO 65101
Contact: Jenny Gragg, JGragg@moumethodist.org

A retreat for Missouri United Methodist laity and clergy with 
the intent to deepen and resource spiritual conversation and 
connections within our congregations and conference. We will 
learn how to share and listen to each other’s faith stories, connect 
more fully with the presence of Christ, and help others deepen 
their faith commitments.

Join in worship and conversations with leaders from around the 
conference. Explore opportunities for solitude. Experience refreshing 
spiritual renewal. See more at www.mosoulconnections.org.
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Street photography is about 
building an intentional bridge 

into the human experience, about 
engagement between artist and life. 
As with all bridges, the photographer 
must cross over and stand on the 
other side with the goal being 
an experienced connection. That 
connectivity is the opening of a door 

between lives, cultures, experiences. 
As followers of Christ, we are called 
to build bridges in a broken, hostile, 
unjust world. In order to cross these 
bridges and engage others, we must 
first get right our own personal 
engagement with God. If God’s love 
doesn’t rule in our hearts, any justice 
we seek will ultimately not reflect 

God’s loving righteousness. If God’s 
righteousness doesn’t rule in our 
hearts, whatever love flows from us 
will not be God’s righteous love. With 
God, love and righteousness are never 
“either/or.” May they always be “and” 
in our hearts as well so that bridges 
old and new become sturdy enough 
to bear the weight of two-way traffic.

BY ERIC MATTSONPARTING SHOT


