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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

ABOUT THE COVER
Oak Grove UMC is an open 

country church in Pike 
County, north of Troy.

In case you’re wondering where Bishop Robert Farr stands on the rural church, I had the 
privilege of hearing him answer that question in the few hours that elapsed in the time 

between his election, but before he was assigned to Missouri. 
 Immediately after being whisked away backstage for prayers and paperwork, the second 
order of business for new bishops is to appear before our jurisdictional press corps with his 
spouse and to answer questions. In these days, most episcopal candidates have websites 
that offer detailed accounts of their ministry, beginning with their performance on Bible 
drills in their first grade Sunday school class, so there aren’t a lot of questions that need to 
be asked at that juncture. Plus, I had asked Bishop Farr plenty of questions in the past, so I 
deferred to my colleagues. 
 I’m guessing the question from the Conference communicator about Bishop Farr’s outlook 
on the rural church may have come out of fear. Perhaps they knew the last church where he 
served as pastor was in the suburbs, had more than 1,000 in worship every Sunday, and were 
concerned he might not take much interest in small town and country churches. 
 Bishop Farr responded that he knew these were challenging times for rural churches, but 
the United Methodist Church must do a good job of keeping rural ministry vital and helping 
the people who live in these areas come to know the love and grace of Jesus Christ. 
 “If you lose sight of the towns of fewer than 2,500 people and the people out in the country, 
in my home state of Missouri you would be turning your back on about 3 million people,” 
Bishop Farr told the press corp. “We can’t do that.” 
 So you might think that I’m about to say Bishop Farr instructed me to pursue this rural 
church story right away, but that wasn’t the case. So far his only relationship to the magazine 
is me catching him as he was on his way to a meeting in his first week and asking him if he 
could do a column for the magazine, him saying, “When’s it due, tomorrow?” me replying, 
“The day after tomorrow,” and him coming back to me the next with five hand-written pages 
that he had penned that morning at 2 a.m. You’ll find his message to you on page 4. Perhaps 
I caught him in a moment of weakness or before the hectic schedule of being a Bishop has hit 
him in full, but I have agreement from him to share his thoughts with you in each issue of 
this magazine as a new reoccurring feature. 
 The rural church story has been on the calendar for a while. There’s a rural ministry event 
coming up in February being organized by some people in the Mark Twain District who are 
passionate about rural ministry. Although the event (they prefer to think of it as more of a 
movement than a seminar) has district roots, the organizers really want to have participants 
from every district in the Conference. This month’s cover story is the first in a series of stories 
that I will be bringing you that are focused specifically on the rural church, leading up to the 
event in February. 
 We’re not going country altogether, though. This month you also get a couple of stories 
about two of our largest churches who are working hard to become larger. It’s possible for 
some envy to creep in when you see the big, shiny church in the suburbs, but they have 
challenges all their own, one being there are a lot of other big, shiny churches in the suburbs. 
But one thing Rev. Stephen Breon and Rev. Jim Presig know just as well as the good people 
in Pike County is that there is no shortage of unchurched people in the area around any of 
our churches in Missouri. I continue to be impressed with what is being done in churches in 
very different contexts to make disciples of Christ for the transformation of the world. 

The Rural Church
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I’m excited, nervous, humbled, 
scared and joyful to become 
the new Bishop of the Missouri 

Conference of the United 
Methodist Church. 
 My wife Susan and I were as 
surprised as everyone else that we 
were assigned back to my home 
Conference of Missouri. We had 
talked, teased and wondered what 
going home would feel like if I were 
elected Bishop. But we had not let 
our minds go there, knowing only 
one other person in more than 200 
years of American Methodism had 
been assigned back to their home 
Conference for his first term.
 We couldn’t be more pleased 
and thankful for being assigned to 
the Missouri Conference to serve. 
Susan will finish out her teaching 
career in Missouri, teaching at 
Francis Howell School District in 
St. Charles County. She will also be 
able to continue in her ministry at 
the new church start in Wentzville, 
The Way, where she plays in the 
band, participates in small groups 
and serves in mission ministries. 
Our adult children, Joe and Amy, 
live in St. Charles and Belton. Our 
two grandchildren live within 35 
minutes of our home. My mother 
and step father live in Sedalia, 
and Susan’s 98-year-old father is 
being cared for in the Missouri 
Veteran’s Home in Warrensburg. 
Susan’s family owns a family farm 
in Garden City. Our brothers and 

sisters all live in Missouri. Coming 
back to Missouri is a privilege and a 
blessing to our family. 
 I’m confident that God has new 
ministry for us to do together in 
the Missouri Conference. I’m 
thankful for the excellent leadership 
of Bishop Robert Schnase over the 
last 12 years and look forward to 
our partnership in the College and 
Council of Bishops as he serves his 
new Conference, the Rio Texas 
Conference, from his office in San 
Antonio, Texas. 
 I ask for your prayers, your 
patience and your forgiveness as I 
learn and practice my new role as 
Bishop. I’m blessed to be surrounded 
by a great Conference staff, 
directors, District Superintendents 
and lay leadership. I’m humbled by 
the outpouring of support already 
received from Missouri churches, 
pastors and lay people as we begin 
this journey together. 
 The times ahead are not clear 
for the United Methodist Church 
as we figure out how to become a 
church in 21st century America and 
around the world. Opinions vary 
regarding the state of the church 
and its future. I’m hopeful that we 
in the Missouri Conference can be a 
national model for how to navigate 
the cultural waters and to reach 
younger, more diverse people; and 
how to deepen the faith of those 
who already call themselves United 
Methodists. 

 I believe God needs us to do a 
new thing together, so that all may 
know the love of Jesus Christ in 
their lives and find a community of 
faith where they can be loved and 
experience grace; so that together 
we may transform the world.

Robert Farr, Bishop
Missouri Conference of the UMC

“I’m hopeful that we in 
the Missouri Conference 
can be a national model 
for how to navigate the 
cultural waters and to 
reach younger, more 

diverse people; and how 
to deepen the faith of 

those who already 
call themselves 

United Methodists.”
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LAITY VOICES
BY AMY THOMPSON

As our former conference 
lay leader, Brian 
Hammons, mentioned 

at Annual Conference in the laity 
address, the UM Book of Discipline 
Paragraph 127 reveals the key 
to the renewal of the Methodist 
movement is the witness of the 
laity. What does that mean? It 
means a challenge lays before 
the laity of the church to reach 
out into this world to help others 
know God. Many of us have 
various images in our minds when 
we hear the word witness. I offer 
this image. A Christ follower 
seeing another individual and 
taking a moment to listen, to care, 
to share.
 In scripture, we find reference 
to Jesus sharing the two greatest 
commandments. Love our God, 
and love our neighbors. We are 
called to actively share Jesus with 
those around us. How do you 
prepare yourself to share the love 
of Jesus Christ with others in 
your life? It is important for us to 
be intentional about the ways we 
demonstrate love to all people.  
 Our paths cross with individuals 
every day through work, church 

events, school activities, shopping 
centers, interests and activities. 
As we encounter others in our 
everyday life, we can be ready 
to share the love of Jesus Christ 
through simple gestures, kind 
words and helpful actions. 
 Being ready to witness involves 
preparation. Preparation that all 
of us can do. Prepare first through 
your prayer life. Pray daily to 
acknowledge the presence of Jesus 
Christ in your life. Pray daily to 
give thanks and praise to God. 
Pray daily asking God to prepare 
you for those you meet. If you 
are seeking words to use for your 
prayer, consider using the “I’m 
Open” prayer from Mark Wilson’s 
book, Purple Fish. 
 God, please guide me to someone 
who needs to be reminded of your 
love. Help me to be a blessing and 
encouragement. Amen.
 Pray daily for the Spirit to 
nudge you and guide you when 
you meet someone. Pray daily for 
three people to become aware of 
the Spirit, so they may discover a 
relationship with God.
 The second part of preparation is 
to increase your awareness of what 

is around you. Many of us miss 
informal opportunities to share 
the love of Jesus Christ.   
 These opportunities may involve 
someone you know directly but 
may also be strangers or people 
you see at the local convenience 
store or at a restaurant. If you use 
the “I’m Open” prayer daily, you 
will discover that the Spirit will 
lead you to opportunities. 
 Engaging in these opportunities 
may mean moving out of your 
comfort zone but you can do it. 
Do not fear as the Spirit is with 
you! Start a conversation and learn 
something about the individual. 
Show care and compassion by 
listening. Share your story of how 
God has helped you. 
 I encourage you to have a 
committed prayer life. I encourage 
you to be intentional in being 
more aware of individuals that 
you may meet during the day. I 
challenge you to follow the nudge 
of the Spirit in witnessing to 
others. If you choose to accept 
this challenge, we will have a 
great impact in our churches and 
our communities as we build the 
kingdom of God.

Amy Thompson,
Conference 
Lay Leader

God, please guide me to someone who needs to be reminded of your love. 
Help me to be a blessing and encouragement.
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Reaching
The walls are up at The Summit as the new church 

location over a decade in the making begins to take 
concrete form. But the story of First UMC Lee’s Summit 
isn’t about a church move or church growth. It’s really about 
church turnaround.
 When Senior Pastor Jim Presig first came for First UMC 
14 years ago, the church had the lowest per capita giving 
in the Missouri Conference. It was $4.3 million in debt, 
projected to fall $50,000 short of its annual operating budget 
of $600,000, and averaged about 500 in attendance.
 Today, attendance stands at around 1,500. Before 
beginning this construction project, the church was debt-
free and ends its year with a surplus and with an annual 
operating budget of $2.5 million.
 When the church started to grow dramatically, Presig 
knew something needed to happen. The historic 3-acre 
campus downtown with limited parking wasn’t going to 
accommodate the potential and serve the church in its 
mission. Hailing from Wisconsin, Presig was a student of  
author and church consultant Lyle Schaller. He believed 
Schaller’s teaching that said churches needed to be willing 
to position themselves for the future rather than clinging to 
what worked 50 or 100 years ago.
 Presig is now in his 15th year at First UMC Lee’s Summit 
and is the longest serving senior pastor in the church’s 150 
year history.
 “To see a 150-year old church coming newly alive is truly 
witnessing an act of God,” Presig said.

 Presig won’t take credit for the church turnaround, giving 
God the glory. If you push him more on the details of the 
day to day, he hands credit to the church staff, initially 
naming several people, then taking it back out of concern 
about leaving people out that have contributed to much.
 “We have a phenomenally focused and energetic staff that 
is committed and inspiring to work with,” Presig said. 
 Patty Buie has been part of First UMC Lee’s Summit 
for 27 years, and when talk first started about the church 
needing to consider relocation or expansion options, she 
was excited.
 “I was certain we were ready for the next chapter for this 
church with a history,” she said. She served on the building 
committee and the capital campaign team.
 “I feel privileged to be part of the building generation,” 
she said. “For my husband Steve and myself, we recognize 
this is not about us. It’s about bringing people to the 
kingdom. We have a vision of young families coming to a 
new, fresh space and finding something to feed their soul.”
 The new building is a model of form following function. 
“It’s not a cathedral,” Presig said. “It’s a place that young 
families will feel comfortable coming to, helping us in our 
emphasis on reaching children and youth. We’ve had new 
families coming to visit because they saw the construction.”
Presig recalled how in his 34 years of ministry, he’d been 
involved in the building of a new church, the relocation of 
one, the paying for of one that had just been built, and in 
each case, he’d seen how a building project can drain the life 

Summit t he
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out of a congregation. That hasn’t been the case with The 
Summit, and he credits his administrator.
 “Having Robin Dawson administrating this has made 
all of the difference,” he said. “Her oversight has freed up 
the rest of us at the church to be excited about ongoing 
ministries. We’ve been able to recharge our growth groups 
and undertake new things in ministry because Robin has 
handled the building mechanics.”
 Dawson has been the church administrator for about 
five years and has been a member there for 12. She 
was previously involved in the administration of the 
construction of the new hospital, so she has plenty of 
experience with large building projects.
 And large it is. The building will be more than 
34,000 square feet when completed, although the word 
“completed” needs to be accompanied by Phase I.
 Upon the completion of Phase I, the church’s contempo-
rary worship, children and youth ministries will inhabit the 
new location, while the traditional service and offices will 
remain at the downtown location. “I say we’ve got to make 
sure we’re keeping the grand old lady upright and happy, 
and make sure it remains a very nice place for traditional 
worship for as long as we are there,” Dawson said.
 The downtown location is under contract, but is in 

the midst of a lengthy due diligence process. The sale is 
contingent upon various approvals by the city government 
for the new buyer’s building plans. If that sale end up 
going through quickly, the church has a plan in place to 
accelerate Phase II of construction so that all ministries 
could move to the new location.
 The 42-acre parcel of land was purchased in 2007 for 
$3.2 million. “Hat’s off to them for finding 42-acres in 
town,” Dawson said.
 It is located very near 470 and highway 50, making it 
easy to get there quickly from many parts of the city. It 
is also on one of the highest points in Jackson County, 
giving the property great views and great visibility. 
Longview Community College is nearby, a picturesque 
golf course is across the street, and Cerner is undergoing 
a major expansion on a plant just a few miles away. The 
corridor was deemed by the Missouri Conference Cabinet 
as underserved.
 Paul Jones has been part of the church for 15 years and 
has been working on the new building since the formation 
of the master plan about a decade ago. The church was 
careful along the way. They thought they had the site they 
had now purchased at one point, but the deal fell through. 
They looked elsewhere, but later the seller came back to 
them and they struck a deal.
 “The site is really important, whether you are talking 
about a McDonald’s or your home,” Jones said. “Hopefully 
this site will pay dividends for many years to come.”
 Bunk Farrington started looking for a new church 
when he moved to Lee’s Summit from a different part of 

“For surely I know the plans I have for 
you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare 
and not for harm, to give you a future 
with hope.” JEREMIAH 29:11
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For churches on the edge of making a change, Rev. Jim 
Presig recommend the book Managing Transitions: Making 
the Most of Change by William and Susan Bridges. 

Kansas City. When he visited The Summit, he found the 
three things he wanted: strong message from the pastor, 
fabulous music and a loving congregation. This was about 
five years ago, so the land for the West Campus had already 
been purchased. Farrington became co-chair of the capital 
campaign. With most of the debt from the land purchase 
paid down, they decided to test the waters and see if the 
congregation would be willing to fund the new construction 
while they were still in the existing building rather than 
waiting for a sale. 
 “They rose to the occasion tremendously,” he said. 
“People recognize that now is the time. This is our chance 
to do something to build the Lord’s kingdom. People 
are responding generously, showing confidence in the 
leadership. We were blessed to be able to help. We were just 
a small cog in a large wheel. This took a lot of people doing a 
lot of different things.”
 A 2014 capital campaign garnered $6 million in pledges, 
and $4 million has already been paid in. Construction 
started in 2016. The budget for the construction is about 
$9.5 million.
 “It’s exciting to be part of this and to see God’s vision 
come to life in three dimensions,” Dawson said. “Lee’s 
Summit is a great place to live, to work and to go to church.”
 Building for the future is important to Jones. “For many 
years my family has actively been part of a church that we 
didn’t provide. It was already there, and had been provided 
by people who came before us,” Jones said. “Now it is our 
opportunity to provide something for future generations.”
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O ne of the biggest construction projects in the 
Missouri Conference is taking place at a church 
that was already large. 

 “This congregation is amazing,” Rev. Stephen Breon said 
of Platte Woods UMC. “They demonstrate real wisdom 
in planning for the future and trying to reach the next 
generation. All of the construction that is taking place here 
is not for us. It’s for the people we haven’t reached yet.  
 We’re going beyond our resources and depending on 
God to make it happen.”
 Platte Woods started in the 1950s with a sanctuary 
that would seat about 150 people. In the 1960s, it added 
an education wing. In the 1970s, it built what is now the 
current sanctuary. 
 “They spent $500,000 to build a 500 seat sanctuary when 
they only had about 300 people in worship,” Breon said. “I 
think they took a bigger leap of faith than we are.” 
 In the 1980s the church built a gymnasium/family life 
center, one of the first churches in the Conference to do 
so. As the capital campaign for a recent expansion was 
launched, Breon preached a sermon series in which he tied 
a building project to each decade. 
 “There were a lot of churches that had the same 
opportunities at the same time as Platte Woods and 
decided not to extend themselves and expand. You can 

look around today and see that many of those churches are 
barely making it now, or they didn’t make it and they are 
closed,” Breon said. “We’re grateful for the generosity of 
those who preceded us and hope they are saying that about 
us 40 years from now.”
 Michael Short has been part of Platte Woods UMC 
for almost 30 years. The son of a Baptist minister and 
newly married to a Presbyterian, Short and his wife tried 
different churches where they both felt comfortable and 
liked Platte Woods UMC. In the nearly three decades 
that he has been there, he has served on most of the 
committees, and for the past several years he’s been on the 
building committee, serving as chair for the last four and a 
half years. 
 The building process has been long but intentional, 
with ebbs and flows, he said. The current addition is part 
of a plan that started around 2000. When the first phase 
finished in 2005, the time wasn’t quite right to move into 
this phase. 
 The existing part of Platte Woods is more than 
40,000 square feet, and has been built in various stages 
throughout the church’s history. When Platte Woods 
participated in the Healthy Church Initiative, one of the 
prescriptions stated that the church really needed a front 
door or a more obvious entrance to worship for the first-

Making Room
for Who’s Next
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time visitor. There also was very little room between the 
sanctuary and outside.
 “Outside the sanctuary was a very tight, confined space,” 
said building committee member Carl Hughes. “If people 
would stop to speak to someone on the way out, it shut 
down the whole place trying to exit. People felt they 
needed to rush out to their cars to get out of the way.”
 So plans commenced on constructing a more obvious 
front door with an expanded narthex that would make 
room for people greeting each other and connecting as 
they came in and out of worship. About a third of a way 
through that process, however, plans morphed to a new 
worship center. Initially the building committee had a 
more modest plan for expansion, something they could 
handle within their existing means. 
 “I said that I think we should do something in which if 
God’s not in it, it can’t be done,” Breon said. 
Platte Woods wasn’t overcrowded, but the church has 
five worship services in a weekend, and the largest is 
approaching the 80 percent capacity mark. The church 
determined it needed more space to reach those who 
weren’t there.
 “We have about 80,000 unchurched people in our area, 
and we realized that if we can’t get them in the door, we 
won’t be able to start them down the path to lead them 
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into connection with God’s grace,” Short said.
So it was decided that the new edition would have a 750 
seat auditorium. 
 “While many churches are cutting back, we’re building,” 
Breon said. “There are so many unchurched people right 
around us. We see a lot of opportunity for growth. God 
has not given up on the local church. It’s still a vital part of 
God’s plan.”
 The new worship space isn’t just bigger, it is better, 
making use of the latest available audio, visual and 
lighting technology, and designed with a modern worship 
service in mind. 
 “Churches need to evolve to address what it takes to have 
a vibrant worship experience today. We tore down a lot of 
a building that wasn’t useful to us at this time to be able to 
create a modern worship space,” Short said. “The level of 
excitement around this now is gratifying.”
 The construction started about 11 months ago. The church 
hopes to be in the new addition by the end of the year. 
 People are moving into the Northland in the Kansas 
City area, and Platte Woods UMC has a well-established 
reputation. The preschool and parents-day-out at the 
church have a waiting list. Now the church is posed to 
reach out to people who were previously not aware of the 
good things happening there.
 “Right now our congregation has the traditional profile 
of the average member being 57 years old. It is our hope 
to create a worship experience that will appeal not just one 

generation younger but two,” Hughes said. “A lot of people 
don’t have an idea of what is to become of the church, but 
we know that we need to reach a significantly younger, 
more diverse part of the population. It’s an exciting time. 
The next decade will tell us a lot.”  
 The initial capital campaign at the church has raised 
$7.1 million in pledges, and about 95 percent of those are 
already in. The next capital campaign just started. 
 “Big visions can attract big support,” Breon said. “This 
is the first time I have ever started a capital campaign 
before I finished the previous one. And we’re doing a debt 
campaign to pay off the debt on a building that we’re not 
in yet. But we planned on this being a seamless transition 
between capital campaigns, and it should go fine.”
 The new edition is 42,000 square feet. The church 
was also required to do a lot of grading and rain water 
retention facilities on their property, leaving virtually 
none of the parking lot or grassy areas of their lot 
untouched by project’s end. The total cost of the project is 
about $11.5 million. 
 Short said it feels great to be able to get inside the space 
now in the construction phase and anticipate what it will 
feel like inside.
 “I think what we are doing has definitely changed the 
landscape of our church and will take us down a path of 
growth for the next 50 years,” Short said. 
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In the last couple of issues, we 
have discussed performance, 
stage presence and delivery. This 
month I would like to talk with 
you about “special music.” In 

our contemporary era of ministry, 
worship style, and religious music, 
we tend to put a distinct emphasis 
on congregational participation and 
corporate worship.  
 Admittedly, both of these are a 
heavy part of my personal worship 
philosophy. I believe that with that 
philosophy comes many benefits, 
but there are also some things that 
we tend to overlook that don’t fit 
neatly into the box of contemporary 
worship. Those of us who are familiar 
with traditional worship style or 
have significant experience in classic 
worship services are no stranger to 
special music. Special music can be 
an interesting, beautiful and creative 
opportunity to serve and praise God. 
The problem is, it is often overlooked 
in our modern services.
 Let’s think about special music 
for a moment. From my experience, 
there is a significant amount of 
sacred music (new and old) that 
many people enjoy but may not be 
appropriate for congregational praise. 
By not appropriate, I mean that 
it may be difficult for the average 
church-goer to sing, it may not be 
extremely well-known, or it may 
be instrumental. Just because these 
selections are not appropriate for 
congregational praise does not mean 
that they don’t fit in church. So let’s 

face it, many of our contemporary 
worship songs are not necessarily 
the most poetic works. That’s OK, 
because they serve a different 
purpose. However, I think many 
worship service attendees enjoy, 
benefit, and even sometimes prefer 
alternatives to our easy-access 
congregational choruses. Hymns, 
choral anthems, classic instrumental 
pieces and many others provide the 
opportunity for some individuals to 
connect with God in a similar way 
to how we do when singing in lyrical 
unison together.
 Music directors, this even gives 
you the opportunity to tap into some 
unused skills on your worship team. 
Is the keyboard player in your band 
classically-trained and bored by playing 
Chris Tomlin songs every week? Do 
you have a traditional vocalist who has 
regularly inquired about participating 
but may not be a good fit for Hillsong 
tunes? Or, maybe your band has the 
skills to play one of those new Lincoln 
Brewster cuts, but you think it’s too 
hard for the congregation to catch 
on to and sing. These are all fantastic 
choices for a special music spot in your 
service. Just let your congregation 

relax, observe 
and pray. 
 If your 
format is 
already 
traditional 
and you utilize 
special music on 
a regular basis, 
we could all 
learn from you. 
If it fits in the flow of your service, 
by all means don’t do away with it. 
As we discussed many months ago, 
there are many great things that 
come from modern worship, but we 
of the contemporary era could learn 
a few things from our traditional 
counterparts. Not every musical 
moment in the service needs to be a 
Chris Tomlin sing along.
 Thank you so much for tuning 
in once again. I very much enjoy 
sharing ideas on worship music with 
you. As always, it’s been a great 
pleasure, and I’m happy to be a 
resource to you if you ever find the 
need. I can be reached at rmclouth@
centralmethodist.edu or 660-651-
9964. Until next time, keep playing 
and singing!

MUSIC MATTERS
BY RYAN MCLOUTH

Ryan McLouth is 
the Music Ministry 

Program Coordinator
and an Assistant 

Professor of Music 
at Central Methodist 

University.

SPECIAL MUSIC
Creative Opportunity
To Serve God
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R ev. John Pinkston is a full-time licensed local 
pastor serving the Pike Country Larger Parish. 
He considers himself committed to rural life. 

He grew up in the Pleasant Hill UMC in the Heartland 
District. He went to Perkins School of Theology at 
Southern Methodist University in Texas, and while there 
he was an associate pastor at a four-church parish. 
 “It works well when you have a parish mindset and a 
corporate identity,” he said. 
 When he came back to Missouri, he was appointed 
part-time to Wellington, and after a couple of years, 
Hardin was added to his charge, but he was still part-
time. He was also substitute teaching about a day a week 
and filling in as the postmaster in Napoleon as needed. 
 He appreciates being full-time at the Pike County Larger 
Parish and respects the church supporting the position. 
 “When they step up to full-time, that also means they 
are providing benefits, which costs them a lot more than 
having someone part-time,” he said. 
 Pinkston feels very well cared for, saying he has a great 
parsonage, and even a secretary. “Having a secretary is 
wonderful,” he said. 

 Pinkston found when he arrived at the appointment, 
rather than having to start a lot of new things, he was 
able to join in things that were already ongoing. “That’s a 
wonderful way to start,” he said.
 Leaders in the Mark Twain District who are passionate 
about ministry in rural Missouri have been working 
to develop a learning event open to all people in rural 
ministry (see box on page 17). Pinkston is joined by Rev. 
Andrew Coon and Mark Twain District Lay Leader 
Karen Shearer. 
 Rev. Andrew Coon finds a challenge of rural ministry 
to be that each town is so different and requires different 
strategies. In Green City, he’s been able to connect with 
a lot of people through the Community Betterment 
organization. In Milan, he serves a volunteer chaplain in 
the local hospital. 
 He said that one advantage of a multi-point charge 
is that when things are challenging in one church, 
having another church can be uplifting. “There’s always 
something good going on somewhere,” he said. 
 Coon hopes to see a movement of renewal take hold 
of the rural church in Missouri. “It sometimes hard for 

RURAL 
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rural churches to know what to hope for,” he said. “Our 
churches need to dare to dream again. 
 Shearer has lived in a few places in rural communities, 
and has great respect for the rural church. 
 “These churches are the backbone of the community,” 
she said. “The people in church are the same people who 
are serving on the school board and in the PTA. There a 
lot of churches out there with fewer than 20 in attendance 
that are making a real difference in their communities.” 
 The organizers of the event hope to see participation 
from every district in the Conference.
 On a Tuesday in early September, Pinkston gave The 
Missouri Methodists a tour of the three churches he serves. 
All are historic structures, spotlessly clean and well 
maintained. At each stop a few church members were 
there to offer a welcome. 
 But before going to the churches, Pinkston started his 
day meeting with other area clergy and church leaders for 
breakfast at Calvin’s in Eolia, a Tuesday ritual. “Is this 
free Tuesday?” one of the men asked Calvin, the owner 
who was also serving as the waiter that morning. “That’s 
one four-letter-word we don’t say here,” Calvin replied. 

 Most of the people around the table were Baptist. The 
Baptists and Methodists give each other a hard time. 
 “Frank honored me by making me chairman of his big 
revival, even though I’m a Methodist,” Greg Wyble said. 
“I learned that as chairman, I was the man in charge 
of hauling 600 chairs from HLG (Hannibal Lagrange 
College) to Eolia for the revival.”

Eolia
Don Tucker, 69, lives nearly 
across the street from the 
Eolia UMC. He worked 
as a maintenance foreman 
at Hercules for 38 years. 
Although he’s lifelong 
resident, he’s a Red Sox fan. 
 “Ted Williams was my 
hero,” he said. “My wife is a 
Cardinals fan. We married 
in June of 1967 and almost divorced in October when the 
Red Sox played the Cardinals in the World Series.” The 
Cardinals won. 

Jim Teague pays 
for breakfast at 

Calvin’s in Eolia.

15www.moumethodist.org



 Tucker recalls 
there being 70 or 80 
people in church 40 
years ago. 
 “Now if we have 10 
or 12 it’s a big crowd,” 
he said. 
 The church seats 
110, and you can get 
in another 20 or 30 
seated if you open up 
the back. There are 
four other churches in 
Eolia, a town of 522. 
There are five more 
within about a five 
minute drive. If you’re 
willing to drive 15 – 
20 minutes, you can get to the bigger 
churches at Troy or Bowling Green.
 Fran Grimes used to be a member 
of the local Presbyterian church, 
which was the home church of her 
grandmother. After her mother 
passed away, she decided to move 
her membership to the Methodist 
church. Now her granddaughter has 
been baptized at the Eolia United 
Methodist Church. 
 John Reed taught school in Iowa for 
35 years. He grew up in Louisiana, 
Missouri, but the Eolia church is 
the home church of his wife, her 
mother and her grandmother. They 
moved back to Eolia 17 years ago. 
Reed said he hasn’t seen anyone leave 
the church, but he has seen several 
members die. 
 He doesn’t feel that he’s in a very 
good position for outreach. 
 “We were gone so long, I don’t 
know a lot of the people who live 
around here now,” he said. “And we 
live on a farm, so you don’t get to 
know many people in town.” 
 Giving a tour of the church, Reed 
recalls how they used to have garage 
sales in the church basement, raising 
up to $1,400. 
 “We should have sold the 
basement,” Tucker said, commenting 

how the damp basement is now more 
trouble than its worth. 
 Pinkston notes that he has an office 
down at the end of the hall. 
 “I go in there two or three times a 
year, looking for something,” he said. 
 Change doesn’t come easy. Reed  
grew up with the King James Version 
of the Bible and said passages of it 
brings tears to his eyes. The more 
modern translations don’t carry the 
same emotional impact. 
 “I understand that a modern Bible 
might be good for millennials, but I’m 
not sure it’s good for me,” he said. 
 Eolia used to always be open, but 
one night when Tucker came to see 
that the heat was on, he found people 
spending the night in the church.  
 They got them set up with a hotel, 
and moved on down the road, but it 
was unsettling, and there are locks 
on the doors now.

Oak Grove
When Greg Wyble’s grandfather 
started his farm in the late 1800s in 
rural Pike County, the Oak Grove 
Methodist Church had already 
been there about 50 years. When he 
married Wyble’s grandmother, she 
moved from Eolia Methodist Church 
to Oak Grove. Five generations later, 
Oak Grove is still the home church 

for the Wyble family. Greg’s father, 
Charlie Wyble, was baptized at Oak 
Grove when he was 10 years old. 
That was nearly 80 years ago, and 
Charlie’s still there.
 Greg Wyble’s son farms with 
him. His family is fifth-generation 
farmers, on both sides. Wyble’s 
daughter is a flight nurse on a 
helicopter that gets emergency cases 
from the country to the appropriate 
hospital quicker than you could do it 
in the ambulance. In her spare time 
she rides her horse in barrel races. 
 Wyble isn’t a pew sitter. Not only 
does he support his home church, he 
carries ministry outside of the church 
walls and behind much higher walls, 
into prison. He participates in a 
program at the prison every Monday 
night, a different program on the second 
Saturday of the month, and a three day 
event two to four times a year.
 He has enjoyed getting to know 
prisoners. Many are from the urban 
core, had abusive upbringings and 
started their lives of crime when they 
were still children. In some cases 
being institutionalized hardened, 
rather than reformed, them. 
 It’s a different life than Wyble has 
experienced. He doesn’t try to hide 
that difference, and he refers to people 
he’s met in prison as his friends. 
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 “One guy would 
always heckle me 
about being a hick 
– a plowboy in a 
plaid shirt,” Wyble 
said. “Now that 
he’s finally out, he’s 
sharing his Christian 
witness with 
motorcycle gangs in 
St. Louis.” 
 Wyble has brought 
25 people to prison 
ministry with him. 
They weren’t from within the church. 
Some weren’t even Christian. 
 “I’ve been joined by four Muslims, 
and an atheist,” Wyble said of his 
ministry. Wyble has now been in 
ministry in prisons all over Northeast 
and Central Missouri. “There’s a 
unique type of people that do this,” 
he said. “They are spirt filled.”
 Oak Grove averages about 23 in 
attendance, which means any Sunday 
might be as little as 12 or as much as 
40. Farms used to be 40 to 60 acres, 
now 1,000 acres is more common, 
making farmers a much smaller part 
of the population. Pinkston said 
one person in the area farms 3,500 
acres. The overall population may not 
be decreasing, but there are fewer 
people in the immediate vicinity of 
many open country churches. 
 Maxine Finnerty is a member who 
volunteers at the Hope Center, the 
food pantry in Bowling Green. She 
said when someone new moves into 
the area, she tries to make it a point 
to invite them to church, but they are 

often looking for a bigger church with 
a well-developed youth program. 
 Oak Grove gets water from a 
cistern – an underground tank that 
holds rainwater captured from the 
roof. Many in the church grew up 
drinking water from a cistern, but 
the church now considers that water 
to not be safe for drinking and just 
use it for other purposes. 
 An addition was built onto the 
church in 1957. There are no locks 
on the door. Recently someone stole 
a couple of small speakers and a 
microwave. 
 Oak Grove does have several 
children in its congregation. The 
Christmas program is a big event at 
the church as is the egg hunt they 
have on Easter Sunday. 

Bowling Green
When Bowling Green has its 
Heritage Days in the fall, celebrating 
the town’s favorite son, Champ 
Clark, the Bowling Green UMC 
provides pancakes that morning, for 
free, to about 300 people. They also 

serve a couple of pieces of sausage on 
the side, which they purchase from 
Woods, the local butcher shop.
 “We like to keep it local,” said 
member Tom Owens, one of the men 
who cooks for the pancake breakfast.
  Christ Page moved to Bowling 
Green 16 years ago to help care 
for her husband’s aging mother. 
They thought the move would be a 
temporary one, and they kept their 
house in Sacramento, California. 
After a few years, they decided to 
say good bye to California and make 
Bowling Green home. 
 “This town is the best kept secret 
in the US,” Page said. “People here 
care about each other.” 
 Page still doesn’t care for the 
Missouri winters, so she and her 
husband go to Texas. But they still 
financially support the Bowling 
Green church when they are gone in 
the winter. 
 “I want the church to be here when 
I come back in the spring,” she said.
 “Before Mike, the church was 
becoming insular. The more members 
we lost, the more we drew tighter 
together, becoming very self-focused.” 
 Page said outreach efforts, like 
the pancake breakfast, have been 
effective. Many new people are 
connected to the church. The average 
attendance, although improved, 
hasn’t boomed, though. Most of the 
new people come sporadically, not 
every Sunday. 

Registration opens at 8 a.m. and opening worship is at 9 a.m. 
The keynote speaker for the day is the Rev. Dr. Carl Ellis. He is 
the founder of the Lay Academy for Rural Church Ministries. 
http://www.layacademyforruralchurchministries.com

A Path Forward
February 18, 2017 | RURAL MINISTRY
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 “We have different families every 
Sunday,” Page said. 
 When Jeffrey Shaw was in business 
school at the University of Missouri 
– Columbia, he went to Missouri 
UMC. When he was in law school 
at St. Louis University, he went to 
Manchester UMC. Shaw’s sister, 
Andrea, lives in the Kansas City area 
and goes to Platte Woods UMC (see 
story about developments at Platte 
Woods on page 10). But when Shaw 
completed law school, he went back 
to Bowling Green and opened his 
own law practice. 
 “I enjoyed participating in different 
church environments, but I always 
planned on coming back to Bowling 
Green,” he said. “I like the peaceful, 
small town environment.” 
 Shaw said he feels the church is 
blessed to be a growing small town. 
 “We have a lot a business and 
services here that are ready to support 
a larger population,” Shaw said. 
 When Earnestine Grimmet was 
growing up, her father was Baptist 
and her mother was Methodist, 
and she alternated between the two 
churches every other Sunday. 

 Her home church, Wesley UMC, 
a historically African-American 
church in Bowling Green, recently 
closed. She had already worked with 
Bowling Green UMC on various 
projects, so moving her membership 
to there came naturally. 
 Owens, a former Catholic, has now 
been part of the Methodist Church 
in Bowling Green for a longtime. 
He said when he first started going 
there, the hardest thing for him to 
get used to was the pastor changing 
every couple of years. Appointments 
have been longer recently, and he 
thinks that is a good thing. 
 Methodists aren’t the only ones 
who change pastors. Even though 
Pinkston is only going on his third 
year, he is already nearly the most 
senior pastor in town. 
 Bowling Green just received a new 
member who is 96 years old. He’s an 
active member. 
 “If we have something going on, 
he’ll be here,” Pinkston said. 
 When it comes to outreach, 
Pinkston has tried advertising in the 
local newspaper, but he currently is 
finding the church’s Facebook page 

and the big, digital sign out front, 
to be the two best ways to promote 
events to the community. 
 He also tries to be plugged into the 
community personally. He’s active 
with the Rotary Club, Lions Club, 
Every Child Every Day, Hope Center 
and Ministerial Alliance.
 Oak Grove hosted a parish ice cream 
social on September 11, and used the 
event to promote an intergenerational 
confirmation class that started the 
following Sunday at Bowling Green. 
The first Sunday in December there 
will be a parish confirmation service at 
Bowling Green. 

This story was the first in a four-part 
series leading up the Rural Ministry 
event in February. 

Duke Divinity School
The Seminary provides this link to resources for the 
rural church: http://divinity.duke.edu/initiatives/trc/
resources.

Rural Faith Development
Rural Faith Development Community Development 
Corporation serves as a catalyst for well-being by 
providing leadership in innovation and entrepreneurial 
approaches. As an affiliate ministry of the Western 
North Carolina Annual Conference of the United 
Methodist Church, RFD CDC gives special focus to 
rural, small, and/or impoverished communities. Learn 
more at: http://rfdcdc.org 

Lay Academy for Rural Church Ministries
Helping Certified Lay Ministers receive quality 
training with a flexible schedule and affordable cost.
http://layacademyforruralchurchministries.com/

Sustaining Pastoral Excellence
Sustaining Pastoral Excellence is a grant program 
created by Lilly Endowment, Inc., to help maintain the 
high caliber of many of the country’s pastoral leaders. 
It provides the information regarding resources for 
rural churches at https://www.faithandleadership.com/
programs/spe/articles/200808/resources.html

Rural Church or Small Membership 
Church Online Resources
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WESLEY IN THE WORLD TODAY
BY HAL KNIGHT

Dr. Hal Knight, 
Professor of Wesleyan 

Studies, Saint Paul 
School of Theology.

T
here are many people who see prayer as a 
diversion from doing something useful. 
Their plea to others is, “don’t just pray, do 
something!” Others value prayer as a means 
to enlist God’s help to attain things we want. 

The effectiveness of prayers is then judged by how well it 
achieves the desired results.
 John Wesley saw prayer on a deeper level. Prayer, says 
Wesley, “is the breath of our spiritual life.” It is the most 
important way we have to be in relationship with God. 
For so “much as we really enjoy the presence of God, 
so much prayer and praise do we offer without ceasing.” 
(Explanatory Notes on the New Testament, I Thessalonians 
5:16) Prayer is so important that Wesley believed it 
“wisdom to force ourselves to pray; to pray whether we 
can or not” (Letter to Miss Bishop, Sept. 19, 1773).
 Let me note three particular reasons Wesley thought 
prayer essential. First, as we have said, it is essential to our 
relationship with God. Here is how he describes it:

The Spirit or breath of God is ... breathed into the 
new-born soul; and the same breath which comes 
from, returns to God. As it is continually received 
by faith, so it is continually rendered back by love, 
by prayer, and praise, and thanksgiving — love 
and prayer and praise being the breath of every 
soul which is truly born of God. And by this new 
kind of spiritual respiration, spiritual life is not 
only sustained by increased day by day ... (The Great 
Privilege of those that are Born of God, par. I.8)

 Second, prayer is absolutely 
necessary for us to receive any gifts 
from God. This is especially true if 
we seek these things which God has 
promised, most especially to know 
our sins are forgiven, to have our 
hearts renewed in love and to grow 
in that love. But it is also the means 
to ask God to meet our genuine 
needs, the needs of others and to 
give us guidance.
 Third, prayer makes us receptive to God and increases 
our desire for that which we ask. We pray, says Wesley, 
“not to inform God, as though he knew not your wants 
already; but rather to inform yourselves, to fix the sense 
of those wants more deeply in your hearts, and the sense 
of our continual dependence on him who only is able to 
supply all your wants.”
 The goal of prayer, then, “is not so much to move God — 
who is always ready to give than you to ask—as to move 
yourselves, that you may be willing and ready to receive 
the good things he has prepared for you” (“Upon Our Lord’s 
Sermon on the Mount, VI, par. ii.5).
 Prayer is doing something — it is ever drawing us 
closer to God and opening us to God’s transforming 
grace. As we thereby grow in love, we also begin to desire 
what God desires and look at the world more as God sees 
it. This enables us to be a faithful part of God’s work in 
our world today.
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Mozambique Initiative

A linchpin of the Mozambique Initiative is our 
covenant church partnerships. Beginning 
with our first Mozambique Initiative 
Coordinator Carol Kreamer more than 18 

years ago – you – as our churches, provide salary support, 
build parsonages and chapels, and provide tools for 
ministry like motorbikes or bicycles through this sister-
church relationship.
 I hope you are able to see photos of these partnerships in 
our Mozambique Initiative blogs online as I travel. Upon 
returning from Mozambique, I share photos, stories and 
details with their sister congregation in Missouri. This 
month, I would like us to remind ourselves of the scope of 
the Church in Mozambique – to highlight the magnitude 
and to celebrate importance of this piece of our ministry.
 We have approximately 175 Missouri partners who 

are supporting a 
covenant partner. 
Not involved with 
Mozambique? 
We ask that you 
prayerfully consider 
growing the 
Kingdom by joining 
in a covenant 
partnership. 
 A full 
partnership is $990 per year, but a variety of sizes 
of partnerships exist. Contact Craig Stevenson at 
CStevenson@moumethodist.org for more information. 
Thank you for your continued prayers, presence, gifts and 
service within our Mozambique ministry.

Covenant 
Partnerships

The Mozambique Episcopal 
Area is comprised of two Annual 
Conferences and 28 Districts

Mozambique includes 184 
congregations and hundreds 
of ‘local churches’ within the 
congregations

113,500+ members of United 
Methodist congregations

“It is our prayer that this letter finds you all in perfect 
health conditions and that God continues protecting 
and guiding you in all your day-to-day activities, and 
above all, in His mission- making disciples of Christ! 
Thanks be to God we are all doing alright, despite 
challenges imposed to the country due to diminished 
economies and political unrest. We think of you 
always in our prayers all Sundays and whenever we 
gather in our normal meetings. It could be a great 
blessing to get to welcome you and fellowship with 
you as some have this great blessing.”

Rev. Rodolfo Carlos Enoque of Pembe UMC, 
Inhambane West District. Pembe UMC 

“We are the Jacob Guambe UMC and we are doing fine, and 
God continues to care for us. Our church comprises of 3 local 
churches, with 10 class meetings, with a total of 438 members. 
We are really very happy for what you are doing to our church. 
We have two wells drilled in the main church and also at one 
of our furthest local church that are providing us living water. 
Because of these sources, we are now able to grow horticultural 
crops such as lettuce, onion, tomato, cabbages, garlic, potatoes 
and sweet-potatoes and many others. These crops are helping 
alleviate hunger in our families. These wells are also helping 
evangelize. In the past we had about 111 members that have 
grown to the figures above, after the wells were drilled. May 
God continue to bless you so that you can bless others.”

The People of Jacob Guambe UMC in the Inhambane West District.

Letters from Convenant Partners
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Bishop Robert Farr and the Missouri appointive 
Cabinet announced plans to fill the Director 

vacancy in the Center of Congregational Excellence 
through a national search. The position has been 
vacant since Farr was elected to the episcopacy in 
July at the South Central Jurisdictional Conference 
in Wichita, Kansas.
 “The Center for Congregational Excellence is one 
of two core areas of focus for the Missouri Annual 
Conference,” Bishop Farr said. “We place a high 
priority on identifying the most gifted person to 
take our church planting and church revitalization 
efforts into a new era.”
 The search will include internal and external 
candidates and will be open to laity and clergy 
from across the United Methodist connection. The 
Congregational Development team, chaired by Rev. 
Robyn Miller, will help serve as recruiters for the 
search. Qualifying candidates will be interviewed 
and selected by Bishop Farr and then affirmed by 
the Cabinet. The Bishop desires to have someone on 
the ground in Missouri by January 1, 2017.

 “We want to use this as a strategic opportunity 
to do a thorough search, both inside and outside 
the Conference, ensuring that the best candidate 
takes the Center for Congregational Excellence 
into the future,” said Rev. Robyn Miller, chair of 
the Congregational Development team and senior 
pastor of Woods Chapel in Lee’s Summit.
Rev. Kim Jenne, current Director of Connectional 
Ministries, will serve as acting Director for 
the Center during the search process. Mission 
strategists, Revs. Lia McIntosh and Suzanne 
Nicholson, are providing oversight and day-to-day 
management and accountability of the Center.
 Interested Missouri clergy should contact their 
District Superintendent. Interested applicants 
outside of the Missouri Annual Conference 
should send cover letter and a resume/vitae 
that demonstrates effectiveness in a new church 
plant or in church transformation to Rev. Elmer 
Revelle, Assistant to the Bishop, at ERevelle@
moumethodist.org. Applications will be received 
until October 31.

Missouri Annual Conference 
Begins National Search 
for Center Director
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In keeping with its Highest 
Ideals, the Missouri Annual 
Conference provided continuing 

education for all appointed part-
time and full-time clergy and laity 
serving under appointment in 
the area of boundaries and clergy 
sexual ethics. This training offered 
clergy the opportunity to stand 
in opposition to the sin of sexual 
misconduct within the Church 
through education and discernment 
with colleagues.
 The training was planned and 
supervised by the leadership of the 
Cabinet, assisted by representatives 
of the laity, the Board of Ordained 
Ministry, and the Conference staff. 
Attendance was mandatory for 
anyone under appointment. 
 The sessions were held at 
Manchester UMC, Trinity UMC 
(Moberly), Woods Chapel UMC 
(Lee’s Summit), Wesley UMC 
(Springfield) and New McKendree 
UMC (Jackson). 

Topics Covered
“What are boundaries?”; power 
and sexual boundaries; boundaries 
regarding gifts; boundaries for 
using social media; boundaries 
for dating; friendship and dual 
relationships; boundaries for the 
pulpit; transference and use of 
touch and intimacy; boundaries for 
managing conflicts; and boundaries 
for self-care.  
 In addition, there was a brief 
session on the updated statutes 
in the state of Missouri related to 
mandatory reporting.
 The instructor for the day was the 
Rev. Donna Rose-Heim. Rose-
Heim is a graduate of Saint Paul 
School of Theology, ordained in 
the Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ) and has served as a 
congregational minister, judicatory 
minister or interim transitional 
pastor since 1986. She has been 
teaching boundaries and sexual 
ethics for clergy and laity since 

2009. She is the lead Boundaries 
instructor for the Mid-America 
Center for Ministry.

Boundary Book Resources
Saying No to Say Yes: Everyday 
Boundaries and Pastoral Excellence by 
David Olsen and Nancy G. Devor 
is an essential guide for pastors 
seeking to avoid the dual pitfalls 
of entanglement in congregational 
drama and burnout. It provides 
pastors concrete guidance on how 
to draw boundaries that facilitate 
community engagement while still 
maintaining the crucial distance 
that fosters enduring leadership.
 Healthy Disclosure: Solving 
Communication Quandaries 
in Congregations by Kibbie 
Simmons Ruth (Author), Karen 
A. McClintock discuss the 
ways knowledge is shared in 
a congregation that can build 
up or break down community. 
Unfortunately, congregations can 

Training
BOUNDARIES 

22 OCTOBER 2016  |  The Missouri Methodists



easily fall into patterns 
of communication 
that lead to disastrous 
interpersonal and 
organizational outcomes. 
Even in times of crisis, 
however, congregations 
can learn and practice 
new skills and healthy 
communication 
management.
 Sex in the Parish by 
Karen Lebacqz and 
Ronald Barton examines 
the gift of sexuality in 
relation to the parish 
and the dynamics of sexual desire 
and temptation. Included in this 
book are the experiences of a pastor 
who did not set appropriate limits; 
explanations of how the pastoral 
role affects sexual contact between 
pastor and parishioner; suggestions 
for a framework of ethical analysis; 
an examination of questions for 
women in ministry, single pastors, 

and pastors who are gay, lesbian, 
or bisexual; and a review of ethical 
issues related to persons who carry 
responsibilities for the structures of 
ministerial practice.
 Caring Enough to Confront: How 
to Understand and Express Your 
Deepest Feelings Toward Others by 
David Augsburger is a classic in 
Christian peacemaking. It teaches 
the reader how to build trust, cope 

with blame and prejudice, and be 
honest about anger and frustration. 
He offers a biblically based model 
for dealing with conflict to teach 
Christians how to confront with 
compassion and resolve issues in a 
healthy and healing way.
 For more information visit 
http://www.moumethodist.org/
boundaries.
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Understanding 

the Next 
Generation
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T
he Next Generation is a 
vital part of churches across 
Missouri, and on November 
5 Next Generation Ministries 
hopes to provide resources and 
inspire those leading it.

 Rev. Bruce Baxter first attended the 
conference in 2011 when he was the lead 
pastor at Wesley UMC in Springfield. He 
has attended most years since, but this time 
representing La Croix church where he is now 
the executive pastor.
 “One main thing I’ve taken from NGLC 
has been an understanding of this next 
generation,” Baxter says. “At the conference, 
there’s been an emphasis on describing and 
telling stories of who this next generation is, 
what their hearts are like and what they look 
for in a spiritual leader.”
 Baxter says he enjoys learning about current 
authors, what resources are available and what 
the best practices are each year.
 Part of this learning is a keynote from 
outside of the Missouri Conference. This year’s 
talk will be given by Craig Jutila, who spoke 
at the 2016 Orange Conference. Jutila penned 
“From Hectic to Healthy” and “Faith in the 
Modern Family.” At NGLC, he’ll speak on 7 
choices that will change your leadership life.
 Outside of the learning, Baxter says NGLC 
is an important opportunity for partnership 
between the lead pastor and leadership doing 
next generation ministry as well as a chance to 
meet others doing next generation work.
 All of this is so important because students 
and youth are a vital part of the future church 
as well as the church today.
 “Youth and students are present at church 
and fully following Christ right now,” Baxter 
says. “They are the present church.”
 You can learn more and register for the 
Next Generation Leadership Conference at 
www.nextgenumc.org/next-gen-leadership-
conference-2016.

Next 
Generation 
Leadership 
Conference
Keynote: 7 Choices that will 
Change Your Leadership Life
The author of from Hectic to Healthy 
and Faith and the Modern Family

November 5 | Stephens College | $10

Designed for local church leadership 
of children, youth and college-age 
ministries alongside their senior 
pastors.
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Missouri � Iowa Send 
1,500 Cleaning Buckets 
to Louisiana

26 OCTOBER 2016  |  The Missouri Methodists



T
he Missouri  
Conference and the 
Iowa Conference 
teamed up to provide 
1,500 Cleaning Flood 
Buckets to Louisiana 

to help in the recovery efforts. The 
Missouri Conference sent about 1,100 
buckets, and 400 buckets that were 
brought to the Missouri Conference 
Center from Iowa were also sent down. 
UPS shipped the buckets free of charge 
to Sager Brown, a disaster response 
depot in Louisiana.  
 Dan Steska, Associate Director for 
Disaster Response for the Missouri 
Annual Conference, said it would 
be good for Missouri Conference to 
replenish its supply of Cleaning Buckets 
so they are on hand, ready to go when 
the next disaster occurs.
 “We know it is likely that Missouri 
and the surrounding states will 
experience late winter or early 
springtime flooding,” Steska stated.  
 “We like to have 300 flood buckets 
on hand to supply urgent needs.”
 The value of a cleaning bucket is 
roughly $65 each. To view a video on 
bucket contents and assembly, go to 
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/
Relief-Supplies/Relief-Supply-Kits/
Cleaning. 
 Cleaning buckets can be dropped off 
at the following locations:
• Missouri Annual Conference, 3601 

Amron Ct., Columbia, MO 65202. 
(573) 441-1770. Mon.-Fri. 8:30-4:30 
p.m. or by appointment.

• Festival of Sharing*, Missouri State 
Fairgrounds, Mathewson Center, 
2503 W. 16th Street, Sedalia, 
Missouri, 65265. Friday, Oct. 14, 10-4 
p.m., or Saturday, Oct. 15 9-11 a.m.

 
*Festival of Sharing’s partner, 
Church World Service, has a national 
agreement with UMCOR. The two 

agencies are working together to 
alleviate the devastation in Louisiana 
and their emergency clean-up buckets 
are identical to UMCOR’s. 
 Missouri churches are also asked 
to consider the following mission and 
service efforts:

PRAY. 
Pray for the people of flood-infected 
areas, for the lives lost in Louisiana and 
for the first responders.

SERVE. 
Check out http://www.la-umc.
org for volunteer opportunities or 
contact Louisiana Annual Conference 
Disaster Response coordinator at 
ladisasterpastor@gmail.com or 
318-245-4410. For local service 
opportunities, don’t forget the 100 Day 
Blitz to restore 20 homes in the St. 
Louis area before Nov. 1.  Contact Jen 
Weinstein in St. Louis: (314) 884-0083, 
bridgetorecoverycoalition@gmail.com 
or Jill Bryant in Springfield: (417) 720-
4213, jbryant@ccsomo.org.

GIVE.
Visit UMCOR.org for monies to 
be disbursed throughout the United 
States for disaster relief (US Disaster 
Response, Advance #901670). Consider 
giving a number of cleaning buckets.

LEARN. 
Visit Missouri Annual Conference’s 
communication platforms to be 
informed of immediate needs: www.
facebook.com/umcdisaster. 

TRAIN. 
Be ready to respond. Contact Dan 
Steska at dsteska@moumethodist.org 
regarding future training events. 
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Paid Advertisement

STUDY COMPONENTS
Book | Leader Guide

DVD featuring a selection of pastors and authors
Youth Study | Children’s Leader Guide

Devotions for the Season | Worship Resources Flash Drive
Cokesbury.com | 800.672.1789

The Christmas season is always fi lled with wonder, but 
this year rediscover the true wonder of Christmas by 
sharing the love of Christ with others. This four-week, 
all-church study centers on looking to the Christmas 
story and the stories of real people today to fi nd 
inspiration and ideas for refl ecting the light of Jesus at 
Christmas time and throughout the entire year. 

Chapters include: The Wonder of a Name, The 
Wonder of a Star, The Wonder of a Manger, and 
The Wonder of a Promise.

REDISCOVER 
THE TRUE 

WONDER OF 
CHRISTMAS

Dr. Ed Robb is the Senior 
Pastor at The Woodlands 
United Methodist Church and 
the author of Under Wraps.

Rob Renfroe is Pastor of 
Discipleship at The Woodlands 
United Methodist  and the 
author of The Trouble with the 
Truth, Under Wraps, and  A Way 
Through the Wilderness. 



THE MISSOURI METHODIST FOUNDATION

A
lthough the church finance committee 
may wish that the congregation members 
would provide gifts in twelve equal monthly 
installments, that is not how most people 

behave. Church giving ebbs and flows over the course of 
the year, and the last quarter of the year is usually when 
giving hits its peak. 
 Therefore, now is the time to offer reminders and to 
make sure your church members are inspired and know 
their gifting options and opportunities. “With the 
widespread use of online giving, stock ownership, and 
the new IRA rollover gifts, there are more ways than ever 
for folks to respond to that spirit of generosity and your 
church’s year-end appeal,” states David Atkins, executive 
director of the Missouri UM Foundation. The Foundation 
provides information, assistance, and free brochures on a 
variety of gift topics. 
 “We have a new pamphlet and brochure to help churches 
get the word out about the new IRA gifting rules,” Atkins 

explains, “along with the 2016 version of the popular 
Giving Thanks at Yearend brochure.” Also new this year is 
a brochure describing how some farmers can make gifts of 
grain that offer special tax savings. 
 “Churches can order as many brochures as they need for 
a congregation-wide mailing or to tuck into a newsletter 
or bulletin,” Atkins states. Brochures can be viewed at the 
Foundation website (www.mumf.org), and orders can be 
placed online or by calling the Foundation office at 800-
332-8238. Orders are encouraged by early November in 
order to allow time for production, shipping and use. 
 A simple, timely reminder can sometimes make the 
difference between a completed gift and a good intention. 
The Foundation office makes it easy. 

‘TIS THE SEASON....
TO GET READY FOR THE SEASON!
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Individual Mailed Subscription
This magazine is automatically sent to all clergy and 
selected church leaders, but is also available to anyone 
for $20 per year. Send checks payable to the Missouri 
Conference to Lorraine Sanders at 3601 Amron Court, 
Columbia, MO, 65202. 

Bulk Subscriptions
This is a good way for churches to distribute to members at 
less than half the cost of individual subscriptions. 

Prices are $100 to receive a box of 10 magazines monthly 
for a year, 25 magazines monthly for $200; 50 magazines 
for $350, or 100 magazines for $500 per year. Send checks 
payable to the Missouri Conference to Lorraine Sanders at 
3601 Amron Court, Columbia, MO, 65202.

Read Online
Every issue is available on our website at 
www.moumethodist.org/magazine.

Read Via Email
Subscribe for free to have a PDF of each issue emailed 
to you by selecting The Missouri Methodists at www.
moumethodist.org/stayconnected.

Use An App
The magazine is available as an app for most smartphones 
and tablets. Just search your usual marketplace (like iTunes 
connect or Google Play Store) for Missouri Methodists.

Share & Speak Up
Reading this magazine on paper or online? Don’t forget to 
share. Paper copies can be passed around, and links to the 
digital version can be e-mailed, posted on social media or 
posted on websites. If you have anything you would like to 
share about the magazine, or if you want to connect Fred 
Koenig, Editor of The Missouri Methodists, with a talented 
writer, photographer or videographer in your congregation, 
e-mail fkoenig@moumethodist.org.

Ways to Read The Missouri Methodists
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For more event Information visit: 
http://www.moumethodist.org/events

Festival of Sharing
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14 & SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15
Location: Missouri State Fairgrounds, 725 Wall Street, 
Sedalia, MO 65301
Contact: Angie Olsen, 573-474-3332, festival@socket.net

Friday, October 14
9:00 a.m. – Volunteer Orientation Meeting
9:45 a.m. – Set-up Begins. CWS kits Processing
Noon – Lunch for Volunteers
2:00 p.m. – Display booths begin set-up
7:00 p.m. – Youthfest Check-in Begins

Saturday, October 15
7:15 a.m. – Food Court Breakfast Begins
8:00 a.m. – Worship of Praise and Prayer
8:45 a.m. – Auction Preview, Booths Open, Youthfest Begin
9:00 a.m. – Rainbow Ride Starts
9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. - CWS Kit Processing
11:00 a.m. – Distribution Agency Orientation
11:45 a.m. – Distribution Team Meeting
Noon – Distribution of Missouri Packs Begins
12:30 p.m. – Auction
3:00 p.m. – Youthfest Closing Celebration
3:30 p.m. – Booth Takedown, Final Packing and Clean-up

Installation of Gateway Central District 
Superintendent Londia Granger Wright
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16
Location: St. Marks UMC, 315 Graham Road, Florissant MO

The Gateway Central District of The Missouri Annual Conference 
of the United Methodist Church cordially invites you to attend 
a Service of Installation for District Superintendent Rev. Londia 
Granger Wright. Bishop Robert Farr will be presiding. The service 
is Sunday, October 16, at St. Mark’s UMC, 315 Graham Road, 
Florissant. Pre-service music begins at 2:45 p.m., worship is at 3 
p.m. There will be a reception in the fellowship hall immediately 
following the service.

Installation of Mark Twain District 
Superintendent Steve Pinnell
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23
Location: Macon UMC, 208 Pearl St., Macon MO

The Mark Twain District of The Missouri Annual Conference of the 
United Methodist Church cordially invites you to attend a Service 
of Installation for Rev. Steve Pinnell. Bishop Robert Farr will be 
presiding. The service is Sunday, October 23, at Macon United 
Methodist Church, 208 Pearl St. in Macon. Pre-service music 
begins at 2:45 p.m., worship is at 3 p.m. There will be a reception 
in the fellowship hall immediately following the service.

31www.moumethodist.org



Missouri Annual Conference
3601 Amron Court
Columbia, MO 65202

THE 
MISSOURI 
METHODISTS

What comes from a life of total 
surrender and abandonment to God? 
Self-sacrifice as we lay down our life 
for Christ. This picture is from a major 
project where I took a number of 
photographs with hands positioned 
as if coming empty handed to the 
Lord’s Table. These hands are reaching 

out over a keyboard. This gracious 
woman plays almost every Sunday for 
a very small rural Methodist church, 
blessing them before going over to 
her Baptist church and playing. Self-
sacrifice never even crosses her mind. 
The Holy Spirit’s ultimate expression 
of love is sacrifice, and the fruit of 

the Holy Spirit abounds in her. This 
picture brought tears to her eyes. The 
Holy Spirit redeems our self-sacrifice 
and offers in its place a taste of 
Kingdom joy. This picture is dedicated 
to the many who pour out their lives 
providing music for worship in our 
local churches. (John 15:13-14)

BY ERIC MATTSONPARTING SHOT


