
6 What do you learn about evangelism from this passage?

5 Why did Jesus bother talking to this woman? What case was there for not talking to her?

Discipleship and Evangelism

Just the word “evangelism” causes anxiety in most followers of 
Jesus. The anxiety is caused by the thought that we must take 
a person from unbeliever all the way to a transformed life, from 
zero to 60 in four seconds flat. We must plant the seed, water 
it, raise it to maturity, and bring in the harvest. Yet even Paul 
did not accept that kind of pressure. Paul wrote, “I planted the 
seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow. So 
neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, 
but only God, who makes things grow” (1 Corinthian 3:6-7 New 
International).  Our actions related to evangelism should be 
simply to pray that God would use us to invite each person we 
know take a further step toward Jesus. “I am convinced that if 
our witness consisted of becoming caring listeners who attend 
to the needs of those around us, there would be no end of the 
opportunities to share Christ.” – Greg Ogden 

“Evangelism is, simply, hospitality to people who aren’t here yet.” 
– Matt Miofsky

SCRIPTURES: Read Acts 1:8, John 1:35-51 and 
John 4:4-30

Opening Liturgy 
Everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved.

How, then, can they call on the one they 
have not believed in?

And how can they believe in the one of 
whom they have not heard?

And how can they hear without someone 
preaching to them?

And how can they preach unless they  
are sent?

As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet 
of those who bring good news!”

Sing to the Lord, all the Earth!

Proclaim the Lord’s salvation day after day!

Proclaim the Good News to all peoples. 
Amen.

QUESTIONS

4 How did Jesus overcome the barriers? 

3 What barriers existed between Jesus and this woman that created potential anxiety?

2 How many invitations are given in the first story from John? Point them out.

1 What does Jesus’ interaction with the first disciples in John 1:35-51 teach about hospitality to 
people who aren’t here yet?



RESOURCES: 
Discipleship Essentials, Greg Ogden

Out of the Salt Shaker and Into the World,  
Rebecca Manley Pippert.

Just Walk Across the Room, Bill Hybels

Unbinding the Gospel, Martha Grace Reese

Bishop’s Learning Time: Evangelism as Hospitality [1 hr. video], Matt Miofsky 
(https://vimeo.com/album/3912853/video/170466598)

Activities
We are made bolder by the stories of how others found their salvation. Their witness give us strength. In a small 
group, share your answer to at least one of the following questions:

What difference does 
knowing Jesus Christ 
make in your life?

Who had the greatest 
impact on your 
relationship with  
Christ?

Tell what you remember 
about your baptism 
or your conversion or 
the “aha” moment that 
brought you to Christ.

What is the difference 
between an invitation 
and announcement? 
Consider Jesus’ 
approach. Did he  
invite or announce?

On a 3x5 card, write the name of someone you know that needs to know Jesus Christ. Make a commitment to 
pray for that person regularly and use that 3x5 card as a bookmark in your Bible.

Consider the diagram to the right. Does this portray your  
understanding of the relationships between evangelism,  
conversion, transformation, and discipleship? How so or why not? 

1 2 3 4

Disciples must listen to God’s Spirit as they meet people and  
must have an attitude of expectancy. If we think God is only  
relevant in Bible studies, our witness will have little impact.   
Our witness to others is dependent on our being fed by Christ  
himself. That is because Jesus is reaching out to everyone  
we are. He works through the verbal and the non-verbal. The  
Holy Spirit is sovereign and he works as he pleases in the human  
heart. Conversion is beyond our ability to control. We must learn to  
let Jesus loose! 

CLOSING:
The primary strategy of evangelism is prayer. We need to ask God to 
break through the spiritual barriers that we cannot overcome. “I used to 
pray with lists … Now I listen to God more and God gives me the people 
and situations to pray for.” – Martha Grace Reese

Prayer: 
Creator God, make us faithful 
witnesses to the good news. Help 
us to seek justice, work for healing 
and salvation of our community. 
Remove barriers and prepare us 
whether we plant, seed, water, 
or harvest. Renew and empower 
us with your Holy Spirit for the 
establishment of your Kingdom in 
a diverse culture that is aching for 
transformation. Amen.

Conversion

DISCIPLESHIP

TransformationEvangelism

GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES  
OF ALL NATIONS

AND TEACHING THEM TO 
OBEY EVERYTHING I HAVE 

COMMANDED YOU


