Craft and Game ideas
to help you lead your camp
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Websites to find erafting ideds:

Http://craftsforkids.about.com
www.kidsdomain.com
www.egadideas.com

Websibes Bo Find game idecs:
www.egadideas.com



Craflts

40 Year Sandals
Items needed: Large sheets of cardboard (24 pack soda crates), Twine

Have the kids take off their shoes and place them on the cardboard. Then have
them trace their shoe's soles on the cardboard. Cut out the cardboard, so you have
the sole of a sandal.

Have the kids place their feet on the sandals. Next take a pen and mark 8 holes in
the following places: one hole on both sides of the big toe, one hole on both sides
of the widest part of the foot, one hole on both sides of the foot just forward of the
ankle, and one hole on both sides of the foot just a little forward of the heel.

Cut two 36-inch pieces of twine for each child. To lace the sandals, start at the big
toe; insert one end of twine on one side of big toe, and the other end on the other
side of the big toe. Next bring the twine back up through the sandal next to the
widest part of the foot, and cross the twine across the top of the foot. Insert the
ends of the twine back through the sole and cross under the heel. Finally bring the
twine back up through the holes on either side of the heels and wrap twice around
the students ankles. Tie in a bow,

Crayon Creations
Items needed: old crayons, wax paper, newsprint

Gather old broken crayons for this art project. Before the meeting, separate the
crayons by colour, Use a knife to make shavings out of them. You also will need
scissors, wax paper, newspapers, newsprint, markers and an iron. Place several
newspapers in the table to protect it. Start the meeting by discussing Christian sym-
bols. On the newsprint, have the kids draw as many Christian symbols as they can
think of (cross, fish, chalice, etc). Ask why they think these symbols are used by
Christians and why they are important, Ask everyone to choose a symbol that has
special meaning for him/her. Give each kid two 7"x7" sheets of wax paper. Then
place one piece of wax paper wax side up in the form of your chosen symbol. Be
sure you leave a 1" border. The final step is to place the other sheet of wax paper,
wax side down, in top and seal It with a warm iron. The crayons will melt and create
a stained glass symbaol.



Crayon Meltdown

Items Needed: Rocks or bricks, crayons, newspaper or other table coverings, oven,
potholders or towels.

In this craft you melt crayons onto rocks or bricks. Like all crafts, you will want to
test this out before doing this as a group. First you need to collect, wash and dry
your rocks or bricks. If you use rocks, collect only smooth, light colored rocks. Next,
heat the rocks or bricks in a 250F oven for at least 30 min. Cover the work area
with newspapers and use the potholders to transfer the rocks from the oven to the
front of each artist. Use discarded, stubby, crayons to "paint” the surface of the
rocks or bricks.

Depending on the artistic abilities of your group, you can achieve very nice results.
You can use the bricks to create a little brick youth walkway in a garden area. Kids
and adults both have fun melting the crayons on rocks. Needless to say... they're
HOT so BE CAREFUL!

Happy Baskets
Items Needed: balloons, Elmer’s glue, water, yarn

You take a blown up balloon and some Elmer's glue that is diluted with water and
some yarn - you're trying to make a basket. You wrap the string that is soaked in
the Elmer’s glue and wrap it around the ballcon let dry. Then you get some custom-
ized bath salts and a scented candle some shredded colored paper (to fit the occa-
sion) and then some chocolates or candy of some sort. Place the shredded paper in
the bottom of the dried yarn basket and arrange your candle and gospel track or
whatever you want in there. Get some colored cellophane or netting used for wed-
ding rice bags and wrap your basket in it and tie with a ribbon.

Inventions
Items needed: varies

This game, which can unfortunately become expensive, involves creating things
from random materials. I started buying materials from a local craft store and
bought 4 of everything. It included styrc-foam balls (large and small), dowel rods,
animal fur, yarn, tape, colorful pipe cleaner, empty 2 liter coke botties (a must),
feathers, stick glue, etc. Divide up the teams and allow them to work on their crea-
tion. Guidelines are a good idea. Such as it has to be a robot, person, or animal.
Give it a name and possibly a story. The crowd loved the inventions.




Nature Candles
Two kinds of candles that are easy and fun to make.

Items needed: crock pot to melt wax, wax available through craft suppliers, wick-
ing, styro-foam bowls, 160z cold cups, sand, things from nature, ice, crayon shav-

ings

SAND CANDLES -- tape the wick to the bottom of the styrofoam bowl. Fill part way
with sand, have kids make a mold in the sand. Pour wax into the sand mold, add
leaves, glitter, grass, flowers, petals, etc. Let set (3-4 hours). To take candle out of
mold, break bowl and brush sand away.

ICE CANDLES-- Tape wick to bottom of cup. Fill the cup with ice. Pour wax into cup.
Add leaves, grass, glitter, flowers, etc. Let wax set. (3-4 hours). Gently tear cup
away letting the water run out of the candle. YOu will have a candle with natural
holes. NEAT! To add color to the candles have the youth use crayon shavings. Add
those after it is poured into the mold.

Rustic Picture Frames

Items needed: 4 sticks of driftwood (whatever length depending on your picture
size. I like the frame to overlap a bit on the edges), 1 piece of cardboard, 1 photo,
glue gun, ball of hemp or even leather cord

I glue the picture to the cardboard (with a glue stick...I don't know if the hot glue
would destroy it not), and line the frame with the driftwood. Then I just tie the cor-
ners together and after making sure its the right size for the picture, I glue it on top
of the photo. If some edges stick out from it I just snip them off. Then you just glue
on a loop of string onto the back to hang it and voila! You have a cheap frame that
looks fun. You could even get really artsy and add bits off moss or go for a
"seaside” theme.

Decorative Magnets

Items needed: scissors, magnet paper, pictures from magazines, modge podge,
sponge brush

Choose pictures from magazines or other sources. You could even do words. Peel
backing off the magnetic paper and apply the magazine cutouts. Apply slowly,
smoothing as you go to prevent air bubbles. Cut magnets as close to the edge of
your picture. Brush modge podge over the picture, dry on a magnetic spot (so it
will dry fiat).



Ice Cream in a Bag
Items needed:

1 tablespoon Sugar

1/2 cup Milk or half & half

1/4 teaspoon Vanilla

6 tablespoons Rock salt

1 pint-size Ziploc plastic bag

1 gallon-size Ziploc plastic bag
Ice cubes

How To Make It
Fill the large bag half full of ice, and add the rock salt. Seal the bag.
Put milk, vanilla, and sugar into the small bag, and seal it.
Place the small bag inside the large one and seal again carefully.
Shake until mixture is ice cream, about 5 minutes.
Wipe off top of small bag, then open carefully and enjoy!

Tips
« I always have sprinkles and nuts to top it off, and sometimes fruit.
e To make a larger amount I would try doubling the recipe. Anything larger
might be too big for kids to pick-up, because the ice itself is quite heavy.

Rockies
Items needed: Rock, Paint, Brushes, Flour, Water, Bowl, Spoon, Smock

First you must find a rock that you like. It is better if you find a smooth rock. You
should find a rock that reminds you of something -- it works best. Now, after you
wash the rock, you paint it as something. Once you are finished painting you can go
on to step 3. Next mix water and flour together until it is smooth and has no
bumps. It should be fairly watery. Once the paint is dry on your rock put the
flour&water mixture on it as a sealer. Now that your rockie is finished you can use
it for all sorts of things -- paperweight, gift, decoration, garden ornament, etc.



Fork Wind Chime

Items needed: Newspapers (to pad work area), Forks (old cnes), Hammer, Pole (2
feet long), Crepe paper (3 feet long), Thick string (25 centimeters/10 inch long
lengths), Strong craft glue

Spread several layers of newspaper on work area. Flatten down the forks, just tap
with the hammer. Bang the tips so it could play better Now glue 2 forks together at
a time to the string -- just barely dab a drop of glue. Glue the crepe paper to the
pole. Glue the string, with forks attached, to the pole. Let it dry for about 20 min-
utes or more and then hang them up and enjoy!

Summer Rain Stick

Items needed: Mailing Tube with removable lid, craft paint in various colors, Paint-
brush, Small dish of water, 16 (2 and 1/2 inch) Screws, Hammer, Screwdriver, Hot
glue gun and glue sticks, 18 inches long ribbons in various colors, Scissors, 3 cups
of hard beans (I.e. pintc beans)

Paint all the way down the mailing tube with a paint brush. Make sure you rinse the
brush well between colors in the small water dish. Using a hammer, pound the first
half inch of the screw into the mailing tube. Do this with all 16 screws. Make them
spiral around the tube, about 1 and 1/2 inches apart. After all of the screws are
slightly pounded in, use the screwdriver and finish screwing the screws into the
tube. Using the hot glue gun, go around each of the screws to ensure that all of
them stay in place. Fill the tube with the three cups of beans. Hot glue the strips of
ribbon into the lid of the mailing tube. Hot glue the lid to the mailing tube.




Beaded Cross Necklace

Items needed (for each necklace): 30" Leather lacing, approximately (Suede Cord),
7 Translucent blue pony beads, 1 White pony bead, Glue, optional

Fold the lacing In half and hold on to the folded end. Push on 2 blue beads on the
folded end. Leave a small amount of lacing below the blue beads. Put one blue
bead on each plece of the leather lacing (from the other end). Push on the remain-
der (3) of the blue beads onto the leather lacing on both strings. Tie the two ends
of the leather lacing together in a knot. Push 2 of the blue beads towards the knot.
Push the other blue bead that is on both strings towards the beads that are indi-
vidually strung. Place a white bead sideways (open ends between the 2 blue beads)
and then push the double strung blue bead down until it tightens the necklace to
hold the white bead in place. You may add glue if you wish to hold the white bead
in.
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Christian Fish Symbol
designed by Katie W.

Level: Beginner

Materials:

1 yard cord of
choice

1 lanyard hook or
keyring

42 pink pony
beads (or color of
choice)
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ChocoLATE CANDY CRUNCH SURPRISE,

These greal candies mell in yoar meath and 1n yoar hands, bal they're
go delicioas, you won't care! (Bel yoar friends can't gaess what the
cranchy part's made of.)

What you'll need

1 package (12 ounces) semisweet or milk chocolate morsels
2 medium microwave-safe bowls

wooden spoon

large microwave-safe bowl

1 package (12 ounces) butterscotch morsels

1 large can Chun King® Chinese noodles

peanuts {optional)

raisins {optional)

2 cookie sheets
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wax paper or aluminum foil

What to do:

1 Place half the chocolate chips into a medium bowl. Microwave for 1

minute and 30 seconds on high. Take out the bowl and stir, then
microwave for another 30 seconds. Stir again. The chips should be
starting to melt.

'2 Put the remaining chocolate chips into the bow! and stir. Keep microwaving

the bowl for 30-second periods and stirring in between. (Separating the
chips this way makes them melt more quickly and evenly, so even though it
seems you would save time, don’t microwave all the chips at the same
time.) When all the chips are melted, pour them into the large bow!.




3 Repeat steps 1 and 2 with the butterscotch chips. Add
to the melted chocolate chips and stir,

& Stir in the Chinese noodles a little at a time. It's OK

if you break them up. Just make sure they are
thoroughly covered so people won't be able to
guess what they are,

3 Add the peanuts and/or raisins if using, and stir until everything is
coated with chocolate. Cover the cookie sheets with wax paper
or foil.

6 Scoop out a tablespoonful of the mixture and drop it onto

the first cookie sheet. Repeat, arranging the mounds in
rows. Make sure they don't touch each other, or else
they’ll be hard to separate when they've cooled.

\1 Put the cookie sheets in the refrigerator or freezer
for at least half an hour. Clean up any mess you
made and put away any leftover ingredients,

8 When the candies are hard, take them out and transier them lo a con-
tainer or plate. Store them in the refrigerator or freezer until just before
serving to prevent them from melting.

Have yoa ever peard of an
egg cream?

1t’s an old-fashioned drink 1hsl,
oddly enoagh, has neither eggs nor
cream in il. While yoar candics are v
pardening. yos can mske 1hs qaick
and refreshing drink lo enjey wilh
yoar $nack, Fill a wrlags 1hree-qasr-
ters fall with milk, then lop off With
clab goda or sellzer waler. Add
chocolate Syrap, stir well, and anjoy!




Have a friend who's feeling down? Know Someone far away who can ase a pag?
Here's an cagy craft that doesn't take mach time or money o pat together.

»
What you'll nged
1 large pom-pom (available at a craft store)
2 pipe cleaners
2 googly eyes (available at a craft store)

white glue
small piece of string or yarn (optional)
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small gift card and matching envelope {available at a gift or flower shop)

Whet to do:

1 Lay one pipe cleaner lengthwise on a tabletop. ;
Center the pom-pom on the pipe cleaner. = — >

2 Bend one end of the pipe cleaner up and over the pom-pom. Do the
same with the other end so that the pipe cleaner is wrapped around
the pom-pom.

3 To make the legs, take the second pipe cleaner and bend it in half, then
hook it over the spot where the ends of the first pipe cleaner cross.

D



Pull the ends of the first pipe cleaner tightly
and twist them once to tighten them, then
bring them back around to what will be the
front of the pom-pom. These are the arms.

Bend the legs around to the front so that it looks  Q g 2

like the pom-pom is sitting. Bend the ends up to
make feet.

Glue the googly eyes to the top half of the front / \
of the pom-pom. If you'd like, glue on a piece of
string for a smile.

Fill out the card and put it into the envelope. Write a message on the
front and bend the arms of your creature to make the card sit between
its arms and legs.

If yoa're sending a pag to a friend far away, yoa can pat it in a small box. For
exlra effecl. draw small black circles on the box for pretend air holeg. Wrile a mes-
gage on Lhe front sach asg “Handle witlh care. Hag inside.”




Wilk a pergonal toach.

What gou'll need:

= newspapers

damp washcloth

large sheet of corrugated cardboard

SCissOrs

pen or pencil

white glue (Elmer’s® or another glue that dries clear)
old magazines

paintbrush

photo of you and a friend

1 For messy crafts such as this one, always cover your work area to make
cleanup a snap. Spread newspapers on the floor and table where you
will be working. Keep a damp washcloth nearby to catch any spilled
glue and wipe your hands as you work.

Now you're ready to make the frame, Cut

2 the cardboard into two squares, rectangles,
or circles, each the same size. The frame
should be at least 1 inch larger than your
photo on all sides. (If your photo is 3 x 5
inches, then your frame needs to be 4 x 6
inches.)
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Using the pen or pencil, draw a window in the middle of one of the
9 pieces of cardboard that is a little smaller than your photo.

Cut out the window. If you need to, cut into a side of the cardboard to
get to the center. That cut can be patched up later with a well-placed
magazine cutout.

Glue three sides of the two pieces of cardboard
together, leaving the top edge open so you can
insert the photo.

While the frame is drying, go through the
magazines and cut out words, phrases, pictures,
ads, or pieces of photos to decorate the frame.
Create a picture, a scene, a poem, or something
based on a friendship theme.

F Organize the cutouts on the front of the frame. When you're satisfied,
glue them on by spreading the glue evenly on the backs of the cutouts
with the paintbrush.

Once all the pieces are glued on, paint a light, even coat of glue over
the front of the magazine pictures to seal them.

When everything is dry, slide in the photo. Voila! You have a special,
personalized picture frame!

To give he frame s magnelic appeal, glae a magnel on the back of the frame and it's
ready 1o slick ap on the inside of a locker, a fridge door, or any other melal sarface.
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Do yoa fiave a story to tell? Wiy not write and “pablish” yoar very own book!

)

£
2
>
:

scrap paper
pencil

black pen

good paper for the final version

colored markers, crayons, paints, or cutout photos or pictures for
illustrations

alue

2 pieces construction paper, any color
3-hole puncher

ribbon or string

VA VA SV VR AV /

2 large paper clips

Wha_t to do:

Write a first draft of your story in pencil on scrap

paper.

Read the story out loud to yourself, then make changes as needed. If
2 you are doing an illustrated book, break the story down into scenes

and organize each page, leaving room for the illustrations. If it is a long

story, break it up into chapters and leave room for the illustrations on

the first page of each chapter.

Copy your story onto the good paper using the black pen. Use your
best handwriting!




Picture the scenes in your head that you want to illustrate. You can
create the artwork yourself, or you can cut out pictures from old
magazines and glue them down. If you are drawing your own
illustrations, sketch them in pencil first, then do the final versions in
colored markers, crayons, or paint.

Make a cover using construction paper with the title,
your name, and an illustration or pasted photo. Make a ¥
back cover out of the same kind of paper. Then create a
title page on plain paper with your name and the date.

Now it's time to do the bookbinding. Punch three holes
down the left side or along the top of your book. Weave the
ribbon or string through all three holes. Tie it in a bow
on the front if you want to add to the decoration, or in a
knot in the back for a cleaner look.

Don't forget to autograph the book when it's finished and
show it proudly to all your friends and family!




TRIS 1§ a Science experiment yoa can really sink yoar teell info (as long as
yoa brash afterward!). It's saper simple fo make rock candy. The Trick i$
patience—the crygtals will start forming within an hoar and continae for
several days. Hold oat for the bigger crystals if yoa can!

What QOU'" need:

=) clean glass microwave-safe jar (pasta sauce jars work well)
4 cups granulated sugar

1 cup water

oven mitts

long wooden spoon

food coloring (optional)
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2 to 4 pieces of string, cut into 6-inch lengths
=> pencil

W"la.t fo dO:

.‘- To make sure the jar is super clean, wash it
thoroughly using hot water and soap.

Mix 2 cups of the sugar and 1 cup water in

.2 the jar and microwave it for 1 minute and
30 seconds on high. Take the jar out of the
microwave using oven mitts—the jar will
be HOT! The water should be hot but not
boiling.

w'.\Wthm%( ‘s?‘d'w“”'m ;
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Stir the mixture carefully with the wooden spoon until the sugar is
completely dissolved. You should not be able to see any sugar crystals
at the bottom of the jar.

k Add a few drops of the food coloring if you wish. It makes
your candy look even cooler.

Add the rest of the sugar and stir until dissolved. You
o2 may need to microwave it for another 30 seconds if the
sugar crystals don’t disappear.

Tie the end of each string to the pencil so that they hang
off the pencil. Space the strings at least % inch apart.

Balance the pencil across the mouth of the jar so that the
ends of the string are dangling in the sugar water.

8 Place the jar where it won't get knocked over. In about an hour, you
should see the crystals start to form!

What makes those crystals form?

If you look carefally al tbe sagar before yoa digsolve it, each grain looks like a liny
crysial. Ag lhe water evaporates, The sagar crystals eling first lo the siring and
hen to cach otber. combining to make larger erysials.

o




§pEEDBOAT BOTTLES

Make a racing boat that really moves! It s easy lo clean ap and ases staff
you probably have in yoar Kilchen.

Wha.t QOU'" need

1 or more friends (optional)
clean 1-liter plastic soda bottles with caps {one per person)

baking soda

T¥O¥

white vinegar

a body of lukewarm (room temperature} water {an outdoor kids’ pool
or bathtub will do)

=> waterproof tape (two different colors)

What tO dO:

‘ If you are doing this with friends, set a course for the race. Decide
where the boats will start and where they will end up.

22 Put 2 or 3 teaspoons baking soda into each bottle.




Get the caps ready. Then stand over the water and pour vinegar into
the bottles at the same time—just a little at first to see the reaction take
place. Quickly put the cap on each bottle and twist it just tight enough
so that it won't fall off but loose enough so that some air can escape.
Shake the bottle once to mix the baking soda and vinegar, then imme-
diately place all the bottles on their sides in the water and watch them
go! If you are with friends, place the bottles at the starting point and
release at the count of 3.

Wash out the bottles well, then try it again, adjusting the ingredients to
get the best mixture of baking soda, vinegar, and air going out through
the cap. It will take a few tries to get the mixture just right.

ﬁiﬁ;&»‘
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CAUTION: Do not tighten the cap all the way after you put in the vinegar.
The pressure from the gases will build up and the bottle may explode.
With a tightened cap, the boat will not go anywhere because the air will
not be able to escape and propel the boat forward.

Allach racing slripes or olber \dentifying marks lo the boltles wilh walerproof Lape,
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FrozeN CHulley MoNieBYS

Monkeys go ape jast for plain bananas. Yoa'll go ape for these frozen,
chocolale-covered natly bananas.

W"(a,t QOU," need:

4 chilled bananas

4 barbecue skewers

1 bag (12 ounces) chocolate chips
microwave-safe bowl

wooden spoon

cookie sheet

wax paper

small plate
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%t cup chopped peanuts, chopped walnuts, or candy sprinkles

What to do:

Peel each banana and pierce each length-
wise with a skewer so that you have a
banana on a stick.

2 Pour the chocolate chips into the bowl.

Microwave on high for 30 seconds. Take
out the bowl, stir the chocolate with the
wooden spoon, then put the chocolate
back in the microwave for another 30
seconds. Take out the bow! and stir again. If the
chips have not yet melted, keep microwaving them for 30-second
intervals until they are melted.

@
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Cover the cookie sheet with wax paper. Dip each banana into the
melted chocolate and swirl it around until it is covered with chocolate.

& Set the bananas on the wax paper and place the cookie sheet in the
R freezer for about 5 minutes. Wash and dry the bow! and wooden
spoon.

5 Pour the nuts or sprinkles onto the small plate. Take the cookie sheet

out of the freezer. Roll the top half of each banana in the nuts or sprin-
kles. Place the bananas back onto the cookie sheet, and put the cookie
sheet back into the freezer.

6When the bananas are frozen, grab one and dig in!
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JYouve planned a lifechanging lesson. You found exactly the right

music 1o drive home the point of the lesson. You even have a pretty
good idea what you'll say during closing prayer. So why add a game
to the mix?

"Games break down the walls so kids don't have their defenses
up,” observes Bob Stromberg. *After a game, kids are ready to do
something else—to sing, t© panicipate, to share in a small group. The
walls have been broken down during game tme.”

Will you have visitors at your meeting? kids who aren't frequent
attenders? If so, you'll want to get them connected with the group—
and games, especially off-the-wall games, can help!

These games don't require loads of verbal interaction; they don't
require kids to divulge information about themselves. They're a low-
risk, high-fun way to bring new kids on board—and 10 get everyone’s
attention. In addition, if you plan to lead a hard-hining Bible stdy, an
off-the-wall game will lighten up the meeting. At the very least, an off-
the-wall game will help kids relax and enjoy each other. So use these
and other off-the-wall games, but keep the following tips in mind as
you do so.

1. Make sure kids know it's OK to have fun.

I your group isn't used to playing games, especially in church, an
offthe-wall game may feel sinful. (“Laugh? In church? What if God
sees us?™) If this is true of your group, bring your kids along slowly,
saving the outrageously fun games for later. You may even want © go
ourside o play off-the-wall games. Kids may feel that God doesn't
care as much if they get rowdy outside.

2. Use games to burn off adolescent energy.

The impact of hormones and adrenalin on adolescent behavior is
well-documented, so use these games to bum off kids' surplus energy
before you start Bible study. Spending ten minutes of your meeting
time playing is a good investment if it helps your kids listen better
during the rest of the meeting,

3, Love your church janitor in word and action.

Off-the-wall games can be messy, so always plan ahead to ensure
easy cleanup! In fact, consider turning posigame cleanup into 2 bit of
2 competition, That way you can serve your janitor and teach your
kids a fun way to be responsible at the same time.

4. Keep surplus grungy clothes on hand.

If you're going to do something that involves warter balloons, mud
pies, or some other dry cleaner-friendly substance, make sure there
are extra clothes around. Oversized shirts and extra gym shoes are a
good stast. You mighet also ask a few regular attenders to bring extra
sets of clothes 1o loan to kids not dressed for game time.

5. Make off-the-wall games an occasional treat.

A steady diet of anything gers tiresome, Off-the-wall games are no
exception, Use them sparingly, and they'll have maximum impact. To get
you stamed, try the following time-tested, way-fun, off-the-wall games!
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Sense o Rumgr
Activity Level: low
Activity Area: large classroom or gymnasium

Supplies: none

The Game: The goal of this game is to pass a message
from one end of a line to the other by pantomiming @ simple

SCenario,

Ask participants to line up, single file, facing the back of the
person in front of them. Stand at the back of the line, where
you'll be the first person to create a pantomimed message. Tap
the person in front of you. That person will tum around to look
at you (everyone else is still looking away). Pantomime a short
description of 2 commonplace action (for example, making and
cating a peanut butter and jelly sandwich or filling a car with gas,

washing the windows, and paying the atendant).

The person who just saw the pantomime taps the
shoulder of the next person in line, who mums
around and views the pantomimed message. This
manic miming continues unl the final person in line
receives the message and pantomimes his or her in-
terpretation to the rest of the group. Then you can
show your original pantomime,

Have players take wums "starting the rumors.”

Prepare vourself for some hizarre changes in
meaning and a considerable amount of humor. Let
evervone have a chance to stand at the back of the
line and start a pantomimed message, Watch the ru-

mors spread.

Variation 1: If you have a large group, form
two single-file lines of participants leading away from
ymxrposidmaxmcapexofav,wiﬂ\everyominme
two lines also facing away from you. (See the illustra-
tion on the following page.)

game -

tip
As the gome pro-
gresses, o if your
group gets good
of this gome, fry
introducing some
more complex
pantomime
sconarios. For ex-
ample, o person
drives %o the
store, buys some
potate chips,
munches a few
chips while
drlving homs,
1urns on the lele-
vislon, and
wotche: a soap
opera in @ mos!
bacaming couch:
potato fashion,

Cont--




variation 1

Tap the shoulders of the two people closest to you in the V.
Theyll tum around and observe your pantomimed message, then
rurm back to their initial positions and signal to the next people
to view their impression of your mimed message.

When the last two participants have seen the pantomime,
they demonstrate their version of the message. Then it's your
turm to show the group what you initially mimed. Remember,
they aren't laughing at you, but at the simation.

Variation 2: To accommodate more people, form more
than two single-file lines leading away from you, like spokes
around a wheel. Or set up four lines as a W, with you standing
in a central position (see illustration below),

variation 2

Conds...



The final four players eventually demonstrate 10 the entire
group what's been passed along 1o them and is now so vastly
different.

Variation 3: If your players get really good at this game
and you want to complicate it for more laughs, have players re-
verse the message at some point during transmittal. In other
words, after the message has been sent and several players have
pantomimed it, have one player try to pantomime the actions in
reverse and pass it along that way.

To make it really complicated, have another player at some
point try 10 reverse the message again, putting the actions in their

ariginal order,

[earning Optign:
Guarding the Tongue
Themes: gossip, put-downs, rumears, speech

Wrap up Sense of Rumor by having kids take tuns reading
Scriptures that deal with guarding the tongue. There’s z lot 1o
choose from. Who knew the tongue was such a powerful
weapon? Ask kids 1o read as many of these passages as they can
until their tongues get tired: Psalm 5:9; 10:7; 12:3-4; 5(:19; 52:2.4.
Proverbs 6:16-19; 10:31; 17:4, 20; 25:23; 26:28; James 3:3-12,

You might have kids play Sense of Rumor again, this time
pantomiming the messages of these Scripture passages. Then en-
courage Kids 1o discuss ways to deal with gossip, put-downs, and
other negative habits of speech. Ask questions like these:

® Why do you think it's so important to watch what we
say?

© Why are gossip and put-downs so tempting?

Ommmwmwcmmldmelempmﬂonm
gossip, put others down, or say other negative things?
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